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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT 
Kia ora koutou 

As we approach the end of the term, it is a good opportunity to reflect on how this school 
year has started. There have been many opportunities and events for our students, such 
as field trips and our annual events, including Athletics Day and the Cross-Country. It 
has been a busy, productive, and positive term. I would like to thank our staff for going 
the extra mile in organising additional opportunities for our students, as well as our 
students for making the most of what is offered to them.    

It has been most encouraging to see the tone at the school, with students consistently 
using their manners and taking pride in their appearance, bookwork, and conduct. Next 
week, we will have a school-wide focus on gratitude, with students having the 
opportunity to express gratitude to other students and staff.  This event is a continuation 

of our endeavour to support our students' well-being and social and emotional skills. We are focusing on gratitude 
because it offers many benefits for both the individual and those they interact with. 

It has been a great first term, and there is a real positive atmosphere and feel at the school.  I wish you all a safe, 
restful holiday, and we look forward to seeing all of our students next term. 

Ngā mihi nui 

Jatin Bali, Principal 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDING MEMBER 
A Well-Earned Break and a New Look 
As we approach the Easter weekend and the conclusion of Term 1, there is a palpable sense 
of anticipation across the school. I’m sure I speak for students, staff, and parents alike when 
I say that everyone is looking forward to the chance to catch their breath and enjoy a well-
deserved rest. 

Campus Transformations 
Last Friday, Jatin and I took a tour of the school to check in on our ongoing capital works. It 
was fantastic to start at the old gymnasium, which is now in the final phase of a major upgrade. This project has 
repaired years of weathering and age-related damage, properly restoring the gym to its rightful place in the southern 
part of our campus. It looks revitalised and ready for many more years of action. 
Furthermore, as the weather-protective white covers are gradually removed, more of our new roofs are revealed. The 
visual impact on the campus is striking; the school is beginning to look sharp, modern, and refreshed. 

A Note of Thanks 
Navigating a school that currently resembles a fenced-in construction maze is no small feat. I want to extend a huge 
"shout out" to our students and staff for the incredible resilience you’ve shown. Maintaining focus and a positive 
atmosphere while working around scaffolding and temporary fences isn't easy, but you’ve handled it with grace and 
a great sense of humour. 

Looking Ahead: Governance and Curriculum 
While the holidays offer a time to recharge, the Board is looking forward to a significant event next term in our annual 
governance schedule: the Heads of Departments (HOD) Curriculum Reporting Evening. 
This is a vital opportunity for the Board to engage in one-on-one discussions with our academic leaders about the 
2025 results and curriculum milestones. It allows us to deep-dive into the successes of the past year and ensure our 
strategic direction for the remainder of 2026 remains robust and student-centred. 

Wishing you all a safe, happy, and restful break. We look forward to seeing everyone back, refreshed and ready for 
Term 2. 

Mark Rogers, Presiding Member, KVC Board  
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Natalie Weis, in Year 12, has 
recently entered two art 
competitions with the Otago Art 
Society. The painting she entered 
in the Hope and Sons 
competition was a stunning 
painting of a sailboat, which 
received special mention for the 

Young Artist Award. Natalie has sold several 
works and is an artist to watch out for! 

Here is what the judges had to say: “An exquisite 
painting, imbued with a sunlit-sense of 
shimmering light over water, vessel, and land. 
‘Drifting Home’ is a beautifully accomplished 
artwork. It demonstrates a skilful control of oil-
painting medium that is exceptional for a young 
artist. There is a quality as if this painting has been 
done with as much ease as a drifting boat, which shows that Natalie is actually the ‘captain of her own ship,’ 
already a highly competent artist, and quite capable of ‘plain sailing’ her inspiration wherever it wishes to go.” 

 

   
 
 

‘Drifting Home’



 



 



Ingredient: Syrup de Liège had to be prepared first. 5 kg of apples and pears were boiled down and reduced to a very 
sweet toffeed syrup - all in one 200 ml jar, over the course of two days. 
The proof will be revealed in the eating next Tuesday. Tune in to the next newsletter for a photo of the final product! 

  

Our talented Year 11 Hospitality students have been busy learning to make some delicious finger foods over the past two 
weeks. Skewered satay chicken sticks, mini burgers, fish goujons, and mini quiche are all part of their repertoire. 

Year 9/10 Food students tried making porridge for a cool autumn morning this week. For some, it was their first time eating 
porridge. This recipe added some flair to the traditional dish with a base of apple and maple syrup, spices, and dried fruits, 

topped with coconut and yoghurt. While it was a challenge for some, most agreed that porridge was the highlight of the day! 





  



 
 
 
 
Year 12 and 13 Career Presentations: throughout this term, students have had the 
opportunity to attend career presentations every Tuesday (Period 4), exploring a range of 
pathways and tertiary options. Recently, we heard from Dive Otago about the exciting 

careers and courses available in the diving industry. 

Next week, Skills Institute will be presenting on their holiday 
taster courses and pre-trade programmes, including 

electrical, plumbing, drain laying, and roofing. 

If you’re considering a trade, or still unsure about your future plans these 
sessions are a great way to discover new opportunities and get inspired. 

To attend, please email Mrs Beagley to register your 
interest. 

Watch the promotional video showcasing the Skills Trades 
Training - Dunedin campus, 
https://youthemployer.nz/opportunities/skills-training 
 

 
STAR COURSES APRIL HOLIDAYS 

 
To ensure a smooth and successful experience, please make sure the 
following are completed before the course begins: 

• Payment of $30 is made to the Student Office before the end of term  

• Course dates are checked and noted  

• The venue is confirmed, and students know how to get there  

• The course workbook (emailed to students) has been read in advance  

We encourage parents and caregivers to support students by helping them confirm these details, including 
course dates and locations. 

Being prepared will help students make the most of this valuable 
opportunity. 

Courses dates and venues: 

Barista: 7 & 8 April 10 – The Learning Place, 453 Princes Street 

Sports Coaching: 7 & 8 April – Kaikorai Rugby Club, 25 Lyn Street 

Barista: 9 & 10 April 10 – The Learning Place, 453 Princes Street 

Customer Service: 13 April - The Learning Place, 453 Princes Street 

Bartending: 14 & 15 April - Kaikorai Rugby Club, 25 Lyn Street 

Bartending: 16 & 17 April - Kaikorai Rugby Club, 25 Lyn Street 

  

  CAREER MOVES  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__youthemployer.nz_opportunities_skills-2Dtraining&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=lskuDMqNPg8nW-wXB51U1HsxDkhTCOZqxgMgb99LOKk&m=mIialMjo3yZ-0ALHWDwo2tKQaMwdkUUIOUCErCZrxd0IfTnhdInw6rnuJgzXriNj&s=Na2kfc3O9wZRv1JbmRInVsgo8qW8GdG29T2tkZUEmJ8&e=


As we near the end of Term 1, we need to prepare for Terms 2 and 3 Winter Sport. Registrations have been open 
for the last two weeks and will close on Tuesday next week, March 31. A sign-up form has been emailed home 
to all families, and it is also available on the Kaikorai Valley College website. An overview of winter sport is there 
so you can see what is on offer. This is where Draws and other important information will be posted throughout 
the year. Please check out our new website.  
This is the link to register for winter sport. https://forms.gle/TRiZ4GAN9h11vKMy5 

On Friday last week, 15 Year 7 and 8 Students attended the Festival of Cricket at Bishopscourt. The day was 
super fun with multiple modified cricket games which every team member was involved in. There were teams 
of six and everyone had to bowl, bat and field. It was fast-paced and perfect for all skill levels. The weather was 
magnificent, and everyone had a great time!   

April School Holiday Programme: 
Dunedin Netball are running a holiday programme 
in the second week of the April school holidays. 
Every day is different, and every programme will 
be different with lots of netball specific activities, 
game play, and downtime activities. 
Programme 
Date: Tuesday 14-Thursday 16 April from 9am - 
3pm at the Edgar Centre 
Cost: 1 day - $65, 2 days - $125, 3 days - $165 
Ages: Years 1-8 

Get Ready for the Season: 
Dunedin Netball is running a Get Ready for the Season 
Programme again for players Years 1 - 8 during April and May 
in Term 2 at the Edgar Centre. Get Ready for the Season is 
designed to give all players, whether they are new to netball or 
have played previously, an opportunity to get ready for the 
upcoming netball season. It is an opportunity to develop the 
basic skills, understand some of the basic rules of netball and 
be introduced to the NetballSmart Programme. 
Ages: Years 7 and 8: 
Date: 23 and 30 April, 7 and 14 May (Thursdays) at 4-5:30pm 
Cost: $80 
Please use the following link to register: https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/389837 
Registrations will close on Tuesday 14 April. They may close earlier if maximum capacity is reached. 
  

   

Theresa Johnson – Sports Coordinator 
Cell: 027 543 4251 

Email: sport@kvc.school.nz 

https://forms.gle/TRiZ4GAN9h11vKMy5
https://forms.gle/TRiZ4GAN9h11vKMy5
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/389837
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.sporty.co.nz_viewform_389837&d=DwMFAg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=zHwJuC9Q273orSwDp_K4aFbNZIqzRZ8wOG6afDuIW4Y&m=NYm0BYKVmT4bFGQG2lnqvJu4WW_TGSsoNvIGEPP9TUubVAv8lFlGATw4OP1wpYD_&s=nLoBoNOCIdKRyNHOijYdba3nzjMLbxonFUnd52EAjMw&e=
mailto:sport@kvc.school.nz


 
 

 

 

  

THE 2026 KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE SCHOOL YEAR 
TERM START DATE END DATE 

Term 1 (10 weeks) 28 January 2 April 

Term 2 (11 weeks) 20 April 3 July 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 20 July 25 September 

Term 4 (9 weeks) 12 October 8 December 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR 
DATE HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 6 February Waitangi Day 

Monday 23 March Otago Anniversary Day 

Friday 3 April Good Friday 

Monday 6 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Monday 

Tuesday 7 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Tuesday 

Monday 27 April (observed) ANZAC Day 

Monday 1 June King’s Birthday 

Friday 10 July (falls in the school holidays) Matariki 

Monday 26 October Labour Day 

  

(backup day)

(no school)

(observed)



  

 The longest-lived animal is the quahog clam (507 years). 
This mollusc was born around 1499 and was killed during 
scientific analysis.. ☹  

 A group of goldfinches is called a troubling. 
 The Latin name for banana is “musa sapientum,” which 

translates to “fruit of the wise men.” 
 Cats position their back paws exactly where their front 

paws land when walking to avoid stepping on anything 
unfamiliar or potentially harmful. 

 If Earth stopped spinning, you would fly East at 1,670km/h. 
 Struggling to get out of bed in the morning is known as 

dysania. 
 Johnny Cash took just three voice lessons before his 

teacher told him to stop and to never stray from his natural 
voice. 

 In 494 BCE, ancient Roman commoners (plebeians) went 
on strike by evacuating their cities, leaving the upper 
classes (patricians) hopelessly fending for themselves. 

 Sialoquent means spitting while speaking. 
 Ants don’t have lungs. Instead, they breathe through 

spiracles - nine or ten tiny openings along the sides of their 
exoskeleton, depending on the species. 

 Egypt is considered one of the oldest countries in the 
world, dating back to 3100 BCE. 

 Sharks have existed longer than trees. Sharks have been 
swimming in the oceans for more than 400 million years, 
while trees appeared on land only roughly 350 million 
years ago. 

 Nomophobia is the fear of being without your cellphone. 
 . 

KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE 
PTA GROUP 

The Kaikorai Valley College PTA Group is 
a small group of parents who support 
the College by: 
V running the Second-Hand Uniform 

Shop. The contact for the second-
hand uniform shop is Karen 
Crawford. Please TEXT 021 212 
8473 to make an appointment to 
view and purchase uniform items. 

V fundraising to buy resources and 
equipment 

V organising afternoon teas and 
suppers for school events 

V Raffles 
 

It isn't a huge commitment, and the 
group would welcome new members. 

If you are interested and would like to 
help, don't hesitate to get in touch with 
Mr Stewart Tagg, our Assistant Principal 
for Year 9 and 10 students, at 
sttagg@kvc.school.nz 
or call the school  on 
03 453 6035. 

PUZZLEGRAM 

Words must be FOUR letters long or more 

and must contain the letter O 
Your list must have one 9-letter word. Proper names and 

non-English words are not allowed. 
Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

15 words = good; 21 words = great; 32 words = excellent; 
36 words = outstanding! 

Puzzlegram answers: alan, alar, anta, aunt, aura, latu, 
luna, nala, rant, tala, tarn, tart, taut, tuna, ulan, ulna alant, 
altar, antra, artal, attar, aural, lauan, laura, lunar, natal, 
ratal, ratan, ruana, talar, tatar, taunt, ulnar, ultra antral, 
anural, ranula, rattan, tantra, tarnal, tartan, truant natural, 

tantara, tartana, tuatara tarlatan TARANTULA 

mailto:sttagg@kvc.school.nz


                                                                                                    



 


