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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT 
Kia ora koutou 

I would like to extend a very warm welcome to all of our new students and their 
whānau to Kaikorai Valley College, as well as to our returning students. The 
school year has gotten off to a great start, with students settling in well and 
getting into good routines.  Learning is what school is about, and what students 
are familiar with when they arrive at school, so we deliberately decided to start 
the teaching programmes on day one of school and set homework early on. 
This helped students settle into school life very quickly. 

As our returning students and whānau will know, at Kaikorai Valley College, we 
focus on using our manners. Teachers have been emphasising the importance 
of good manners in the classroom, and I have spoken about them at 
assemblies.  For families and students new to Kaikorai Valley College, the 
aspects of manners we focus on are listed below. If you could please reiterate 
these with your children at home, it would be much appreciated. 

• Use please and thank you at every opportunity, 

• Thank teachers at the end of each lesson, 

• Holding doors open for others 

• Offering to help others. 

Why is it important to use manners? 

• You create a good impression on others, 

• Manners create a nice and pleasant environment for everyone, 

• People notice and comment. 

You may have heard about a nationwide push to improve students' attendance rates. To achieve this, there is 
now a process that all schools must follow. A major component of this attendance process is to organise a 
meeting/phone call with families and students to improve attendance if students have more than five days off 
in any given term. Attending school every day is vital; every unnecessary absence creates gaps in learning that 
require additional work and effort to overcome. Please review the attendance process included in this 
newsletter, as we are mandated to follow this. 

I would like to congratulate our students and their whanau on a great start to the school year. As always, if you 
have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact the school. 

Ngā mihi nui 
Jatin Bali 
Principal 

mailto:office@kvc.school.nz
http://www.kvcollege.co.nz/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B7NTlB8IK5C_66TdQT5Q4nRn5SN_9Uwe/view




 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDING MEMBER 
Kia ora koutou 

Welcome back to the new school year! I hope you all managed to find some time for rest 
and relaxation over the break. While the weather wasn’t exactly "playing ball" for a classic 
summer holiday, I trust you still managed to recharge and are ready for the exciting year 
ahead. 

A Warm Welcome to our newest whānau - It was a genuine highlight to meet so many of 
our new entrant whānau on Monday evening. The positivity and enthusiasm you brought 
with you were infectious! It’s always a great reminder of why our school community is so 
special, and we are thrilled to have you join us on this journey. 

If you’ve been near the school lately, you’ll know that "construction" is the word of the season. Between the 
major infrastructure upgrades on Kaikorai Valley Road and our own internal progress on the roofing and 
gymnasium recladding projects, the school looks a bit more like a hard-hat zone than usual! 

I want to extend a huge thank you to everyone for the adaptability and patience you’ve shown. Navigating 
roadworks and building sites isn't always easy, but these upgrades are vital for the future of our facilities. 

Behind the scenes, the Board hasn't been idle. Over the break, Mr. Bali and I have been busy reviewing our 
internal processes. We’ve developed a new timetable for Board meetings and a revamped reporting process. 
Our goal is simple: streamlining. We want to ensure our processes are as efficient and transparent as possible 
so we can focus on what matters most - student achievement and wellbeing. 

Ngā mihi nui 

Mark Rogers 
Presiding Member 
KVC Board 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
Pictured are the first group of our 
new arrivals who started at the 
beginning of the year: 

Masaki, Airi, Chiharu, Eita, and Yura 
from Japan. 

Lasse and Chantal from Germany. 

Emile and Iseult from Belgium. 

Tristan from France. 

Emanuel from Switzerland. 

Welcome to the Kaikorai Valley 
College Family!  
   



LEADERSHIP CAMP 
Hello, my name is Grace, and I am your Health 
Leader for 2026. On Tuesday, 3 February, the student 
leaders and teachers, Mrs Potter, Ms Hunter, and Ms 
Whyman, went to a speed leadership camp to test 
our leadership skills and qualities in real-life 
situations.  
We arrived at the Christian youth camp in Waihola in 
the late afternoon and had a brief meeting to discuss 
the evening plan.  
Firstly, we had a bit of chill time playing board games, 
putting our things in our rooms, and just catching up 
and talking about what we were excited for this 
coming year. At 5pm, we started dinner and ate 
delicious burgers, which turned out great! (Thanks to 
Lucas for cooking the patties and the others who 
helped prep other ingredients)  

After dinner, we tested our communication and 
leadership skills by participating in games our head 
students had organised for us. We then worked on an 
exercise to determine our leadership styles, strengths, 
and weaknesses, and on a few scenarios created by Ms 
Hunter and Mrs Potter to see how we respond to certain 
situations. 

Overall, towards the end of the night, my favourite 
thing was planning our House Day! I loved how 
everyone came together and brought some amazing 
ideas to the table. Leadership camp is not just about 
celebrating your new role; it's about getting to know 
your peers and working together as a team! 
Grace Shemely  

  ACTIVITIES 
 
 



AZARIAH HUGHES AT OUTWARD BOUND 
This past summer, one of KVC's Year 13 role models and leaders, Azariah Hughes, had the 
opportunity to attend the Outward Bound NZ course in the stunning Marlborough Sounds. 

During her stay, Azariah met students from around the country and developed leadership and 
social-emotional resilience skills centred on teamwork, building trust, and creating connections. 

Azariah loved her experience, and it was wonderful to hear her share her stories at assembly!  

  



 
 

Quiz – Kōwhai Colours – Tōtara Dodgeball – Rātā Dance Off - Mātai 

 WINNERS ON THE DAY! MĀTAI! 

 

OUTDOOR ED FUN IN THE WATER 

HOUSE DAY 2026



Sports are well and truly underway. Many codes had their first games or sessions this week, including futsal, 
volleyball, table tennis, judo, water polo, cricket, and golf. Sports starting next week are handball, pool, and 
touch. 

If any students still wish to play a sport, please email or see Mrs. Johnson, as there may still be space on a 
team. Sports held here at KVC, such as table tennis and judo, can accept new students at any time. Just see 
Mrs Johnson if you would like to give one a try. 

There are some upcoming events to watch for. On 25 February, we will hold our KVC Athletics Day. Students 
should come to school dressed in their House colours. It is a fun day when everyone has the chance to try 
different athletics events, and the school Houses compete for points. 

On March 10, the Students Coach and Referee Workshop will be held at the Edgar Centre. This is a well-run 
session designed to upskill our student sports helpers. Anyone interested in attending should see Mrs 
Johnson. 

On March 11, we have Fern Fever for Year 7 and 8 Girls. This is a day when girls can try four sports: cricket, 
hockey, rugby, and football. The day consists of rotating through the activities, and it is lots of fun. March 12 is 
the same event, but for Year 7 and 8 Boys.   

Notices will be out soon for students to register. It is free to attend. 

The Otago Athletics Champs will be held on 14 March. Any students who wish to attend and perform well at 
our school athletics should see Mrs. Johnson to enter. 

On March 31, we will hold our KVC Cross Country. It is compulsory for Years 7-10 and optional for senior 
students. Anyone who does well in this race should sign up for the Cross-Country Series, which takes place in 
Term 2. More information about that will be available early next term. 

To everyone playing a sport: all Parents and Caregivers, please refer to the Kaikorai Valley College website for 
your sports’ draws https://www.kvcollege.co.nz/sports-information-and-draws.  There will not be weekly 
emails. Students will be expected to find out what time their games are and to make sure they let their Coach 
or Mrs Johnson know if they cannot play or attend a practice.  

 

HIGHLANDERS VISIT KVC! 
This Thursday, 30 of our Year 8 students met with some Highlanders and took part in skill sessions and fun 
games. There were giveaways and a Q&A session. The students had a great time in the sun, rubbing shoulders 
with some top rugby players. 

  SPORTS NEWS 

https://www.kvcollege.co.nz/sports-information-and-draws


 



  



Hands-on at the University of Otago  

For a week in January, I attended the Hands-On at 
Otago programme at the University of Otago after 
applying with encouragement from Mrs Beagley. It is a 
highly competitive programme, and I was grateful to be 
selected. I saw it as a great opportunity to experience 
university life and explore possible career pathways. 

Although my first choice, Health Sciences First Year, 
was full, I was placed in Microbiology and 
Immunology. At first, I wasn’t sure what to expect, but 
I quickly found it really interesting. We used 
professional microscopes and learned about high-
level biosafety laboratories that work with pathogens 
such as tuberculosis and COVID-19. I also had the 
chance to try Genetics, where we solved a mock 
murder using DNA testing and presented our findings 
in a creative way. 

I was the only student from Kaikorai Valley College, which pushed me to meet new 
people and make new friends. The week also included activities like a floor-group 

dance at the Big Night and a 
final presentation reflecting 
on our experience. 

Overall, Hands - On at Otago 
was a valuable experience 
that gave me a better 
understanding of university 
study and future career 
options. I’m grateful for the 
opportunity and would 
encourage other students to 
apply. 

Bailey Wells 

 
University of Otago Presentation  

Greg Heller, our University of Otago Liaison Advisor, will 
present to all Year 13 students who are considering 
attending Otago in 2027 on Tuesday, 17 February. 

This informative presentation will help students with 
their career planning. Even if students are unsure of 
their plans for next year, I would strongly encourage 
them to attend this presentation.  

  

  CAREER MOVES 



 

 

 

 

  

2026 

FIRST DAY OF TERM 1 

Wednesday 28 January, Years 7-9 at 8.40am and Years 10-13 at 10.00am 

TERM START DATE END DATE 

Term 1 (10 weeks) 28 January 2 April 

Term 2 (11 weeks) 20 April 3 July 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 20 July 25 September 

Term 4 (9 weeks) 12 October 8 December 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR 

DATE HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 6 February Waitangi Day 

Monday 23 March Otago Anniversary Day 

Friday 3 April Good Friday 

Monday 6 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Monday 

Tuesday 7 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Tuesday 

Monday 27 April (observed) ANZAC Day 

Monday 1 June King’s Birthday 

Friday 10 July (falls in the school holidays) Matariki 

Monday 26 October Labour Day 

 NOTICES AND OTHER INFORMATION 

TERM 1 
16 February 3-Way Conferencing Evening (school finishes at 2pm 
           full school - 3pm start) 
18-20 February Year 8 Camp 
25 February Athletics Day 
3 March Sports Expo / Workday 
23 March Otago Anniversary Day (no school) 
31 March KVC Cross Country 
2 April KVC Cross Country (backup day) 
3 April Good Friday (no school) 
3 April (also) Last day of Term 1 
6-19 April School Holidays 

TERM 2 
20 April 1st Day of Term 2 
27 April ANZAC Day (observed) 
19 May Parent interviews (full school - 2pm start) 
1 June King’s Birthday (no school) 
2-5 June Year 9 and 10 Exam Week 
10 July Matariki (school holidays) 
6 19 July School Holidays 



  
CURIOUS NOTIONS 

 The University of Bologna (Italy) is the oldest 
continuously operating university in the world, founded 
in 1088. 

 The Bagheera Kiplingi spider was discovered in the 1800s 
and is the only species of spider that has been classified 
as vegetarian. 

 Olympic Games held competitions in the fine arts. From 
1912 to 1948, medals were given for literature, 
architecture, sculpture, painting, and music. The art 
created was required to be Olympic-themed. 

 Gratitude can rewire your brain for happiness 
 You can now get a headstone with a QR code. Called 

"Living Headstones," they display pages with photos, 
video biographies, and comments from loved ones. 

 Blue colour attracts mosquitoes two times more than 
any other. 

 South Africa is the only nation to have voluntarily 
developed and subsequently dismantled its entire 
nuclear arsenal. 

 Crocodiles are one of the oldest living species, having 
survived for more than 200 million years. 

 An ultracrepidarian is a person who speaks on things 
they do not understand. 

 Big Ben (Elizabeth Tower) in London is leaning over so 
much that the lean can now be seen with the naked eye. 
In 4,000 years, it will be at the same angle as the tower of 
Pisa is now. 

 The tallest man in recorded history was 8’11” (2.71m). 
 Hippopotomonstrosesquipedaliophobia is the fear of 

long words. 
  

KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE 
PTA GROUP 

The Kaikorai Valley College PTA Group is 
a small group that supports the College 
by: 
✓ running the Second-Hand Uniform 

Shop. The second-hand uniform 
shop contact is Karen Crawford. 
Please TEXT 021 212 8473 to make 
an appointment to view and 
purchase uniform items. 

✓ providing funds to buy resources 
and equipment 

✓ organising afternoon teas and 
suppers for school events 

✓ Raffles 
 

It isn't a huge commitment, and the 
group would welcome new members. 

If you are interested and would like to 
help, don't hesitate to get in touch with 
Mr Stewart Tagg, our Assistant Principal 
for Year 9 and 10 students, at 
sttagg@kvc.school.nz 

or call the school  on 
03 453 6035. 

PUZZLEGRAM 

Words must be four letters long or more 

and must contain the letter L 
Your list must have one 9-letter word. Proper names and non-

English words are not allowed. 
Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

24 words = good; 35 words = great; 47 words = excellent; 
56 words = outstanding! 

Puzzlegram answers: arak, arks, bake, bark, bask, beak, berk, 
fake, kaas, kabs, kaes, kafs, kart, kata, kats, kbar, keas, kefs, 
kerb, kerf, keta, rake, sake, sark, skat, taka, take, task, teak, 
trek, araks, asker, baker, bakes, barks, beaks, berks, brake, 
break, eskar, faker, fakes, freak, kabar, karat, karst, karts, 
katas, kbars, kebar, kerbs, kerfs, ketas, kraft, rakes, saker, 
skate, stake, stark, steak, takas, taker, takes, teaks, treks, 
bakers, basket, brakes, breaks, fakers, freaks, kabars, karate, 
karats, kebars, krafts, skater, staker, strake, streak, takers, 
karates, taskbar, BREAKFAST 

mailto:sttagg@kvc.school.nz


HUMANITIES TRIP TO LONDON 
 Read all about it! 

KVC is planning a Humanities trip 
to London, Paris, and Rome in July 
2027. Along with exploring these 
amazing cities, we will visit Oxford, 
Warwick Castle, Stratford-Upon-
Avon, the Somme Battlefield 
Memorials, Pompeii, and the 
summit of Mount Vesuvius.  

Our first step in organising this trip 
is to gather expressions of interest 
from KVC's extended community. 
This trip is open to all senior 
students (class of 2027). If you'd 
like to receive an information pack, 
please follow this link and share 
your details.  

REQUEST AN INFORMATION PACK HERE 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScw5fdZODB7IZQNPHbLids6Spk0ZGUEJgBN0NriqzHmNgskeA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=100511529982307233329


  





 


