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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT 
Kia ora koutou 

In the lead-up to the end of the term, there has been plenty going on at 
Kaikorai Valley College.  Last week, our Year 7 and 8 students had an 
amazing experience at the Art Gallery. We had the mid-year parent-
teacher interviews earlier in the week, and we finished off the term with 
our students participating in the Co-Ed Sports tournament.   

This year, we started a tradition in which, during the final week of term, 
students and staff reflect on their term at school, appreciate what has 
gone well, and express gratitude to those who have helped them on their 
journey. This year, Matariki falls during the school holidays, so we decided 
to blend our Gratitude Week with our Matariki Celebrations, as Matariki is 
also a time to reflect on the past year and set goals for the future. This 
week, our students not only reflected on what they are grateful for but also 

set goals for Term 3. They expressed their gratitude and goals on a gold star, which was hung on our Matariki 
Tree in the front office. We provided all students with hot chocolate late last week and finished this week 
with a sausage sizzle. This is our way of expressing gratitude to them for the work and commitment they 
have shown this term. What an amazing way to finish off a productive and busy term! 

It has been most encouraging to see the positive tone at the school this term, with students consistently 
using their manners and taking pride in their appearance, bookwork, and conduct.  

It has been a busy term, and there is a really positive atmosphere and feel at the school.  I wish you all a 
safe, restful holiday, and we look forward to seeing all our students at the beginning of Term 3. 

Ngā mihi nui 
Jatin Bali 
Principal 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDING MEMBER 
Term 2 Wrap-Up 
As we bring an incredibly busy and productive Term 2 to a close, I want to share key 
updates from our latest Board meeting on Tuesday evening. It has been a milestone 
month for the Board, marked by strategic professional development, financial 
governance, and celebration of the wonderful culture growing within our school. 

Focusing on Student Achievement 
The main focus of Tuesday’s meeting was our collective attendance at the New 
Zealand School Boards Association (NZSBA) webinar, which focused on student 
achievement. 
This was a fantastic opportunity for the full Board to engage in professional 
development. It allowed us to: 

▪ Validate our current practices: We were pleased to recognise that the college already has robust, high-
quality processes in place. 

▪ ▪ Look to the future: The session provided excellent insights into future opportunities and innovative 
governance strategies we can implement to further support our students' academic success. 

Financial Governance and Innovation 
Finance was another significant item on Tuesday's agenda. I am pleased to report that our financial statements 
for 2024 and 2025 have been fully completed by the auditors and formally signed off by the Board. This ensures 
the college remains in a strong, transparent financial position. 
We are also thrilled with how well our recently appointed Business Manager, Claudia Huia, is settling into her 
role. Claudia has already successfully implemented a major upgrade to our accounting system, introducing the 
online approval process that the Board has been planning. This shift greatly modernises our financial workflows 
and improves efficiency. 

Celebrating Our Culture: Gratitude and Manners 
As detailed in Mr Bali’s latest Principal's Report, Term 2 has been exceptionally busy for staff and students alike. 
The Board extends its heartfelt thanks to the entire staff for your unwavering dedication and hard work 
throughout the term. 
I would like to extend a special thank-you to Mr. Bali and the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) for the current 
‘Gratitude focus and Manners’ initiatives. These programmes have been met with an extremely positive 
reception across the board. It is incredibly encouraging to hear from many different quarters of our school 
community about the noticeable, positive impacts these initiatives are having. Culture matters, and it is 
wonderful to see these values actively lived out in our hallways. 

Wishing You a Safe Holiday 
Finally, on behalf of the Board, I wish all our students, staff, and families a well-deserved, safe, and relaxing 
winter holiday. Thank you for your continued support of our college. We look forward to seeing everyone 
refreshed for Term 3. 

Warm regards 
Mark Rogers, Presiding Member, KVC Board 



   



 

 

The Mana Pounamu Awards were held in the Teachers’ Auditorium, here in Dunedin, 
on Thursday, 25 June.  
This awards ceremony was an opportunity to celebrate the achievements of 
rangatahi Māori in secondary schools across the Otago region. Below are the 
underlying objectives of these awards: 

▪ Celebrate the success and achievement of rangatahi Māori 
▪ Encourage rangatahi to participate in further tertiary study 
▪ Identify leadership potential 
▪ Provide positive role models to rangatahi Māori 
▪ Create networking opportunities 
▪ Provide and distribute information relating to study, career, and scholarships. 

This year, we had two of the most deserving recipients: Azariah 
Hughes won the Tuakana Division for her fabulous sporting and 
coaching achievements (and many other things!); and Campbell Tate 
took out the Teina Division for his contributions to community, 
cultural, sporting, and academic successes. 

A big congratulations to all the nominees and winners across Otago's 
secondary schools. 
 





Tēnā koutou e te whānau 
This week, members of the Kapa Haka group 
attended the Ngā Manu Kōrero (NMK) Speech 
Competition in support of our Māori leader, Wairangi 
Tunoho. NMK is more than just a speech 
competition; it is a place for future Māori leaders to 
gather and share their opinions and ideas on the 
revitalisation of Māori language, culture, and all 
things Māori!  
On the first day, schools from around the 
Otago/Southland region were greeted with karakia, 
waiata, and welcoming speeches by Southland 
leaders. After this, the first student speaker took the 
stage. All the student speakers stood and spoke with 
mana. There was a mix of kōrero Māori and kōrero 
English being spoken on a wide range of topics such 
as “Generation Kotahitanga- Maori youth leading 
unity” and “Old roots, New energy”.  

Kaikorai Valley speaker Wairangi Tunoho was the 
eighth speaker, and his topic was Generation 
Kotahitanga: Maori youth leading unity. Being on 
stage in front of a large audience is a daunting task, 
and it was great to see Wairangi speak so 
confidently and professionally.  After Wairangi’s 
speech, the members of the Kapa Haka group 
stood to tautoko or support his kōrero by 
performing a haka called Tahu Pōtiki. 
The evening session required the speakers to give 
an impromptu speech. Speakers were given five 
minutes to prepare a three-minute impromptu 
speech. Wairangi chose to do an impromptu 
speech called “Forget mahinga kai, say yes to Uber 

Eats”. Wairangi humorously explained how he hated 
making his own food and that Uber Eats is the best thing in 
the world!  He even said he had a shrine to Uber Eats in his 
home! His absolute favourite Uber Eats is Korean barbeque 
chicken! Wairangi had the crowds in hysterics, with 
everyone finding his speech extremely amusing. 
The event was hugely successful, and everyone enjoyed 
their time in Invercargill.  We send our thanks to Wairangi 
and to all the participants in this fantastic event. 



Rockquest Performers!



 

Food Preparation for our Year 6 Visits





Our Neighbouring Primary Schools!
Here at Kaikorai Valley College, we're proud to serve our community. This past week, we have been visiting 

our friends from neighbouring contributing schools to deliver KVC prospectuses and Open Night flyers 

to students entering Years 7 or 9 next year. We can't wait to welcome new friends into our KVC whānau! 

Last week, at KVC on a chilly morning, we kicked off our end-of-term Gratitude Week by treating our champion 
students to piping-hot Milo with marshmallows as they walked into school. Well-received by everyone! 



CAREER MOVES 
 

 
Gateway 
Kassie Vincent helping out with a drawing activity at Little Wonders 
Roslyn. This Gateway placement is giving Kassie great insight as she 
explores a future career in Early Childhood. 

OSTC Students Busy at Work 
Our Level 2 Construction and Automotive students gained some 
fantastic hands-on experience at the Otago Secondary Tertiary 
College last week. Here they are actively involved in their building 
and welding sessions. 

Holiday STAR Courses – Important Reminder 
A quick reminder for all students enrolled in STAR courses over the upcoming holidays. Please double-
check your dates and transportation details so you know exactly where you need to be. 

These courses are a fantastic opportunity, but they do require full commitment. If a student fails to 
attend without a valid reason, you will be charged the full course cost of $300. We really want to avoid 
this, so please ensure your student is prepared to attend. 

• Work Ready Barista: Monday 6 and Tuesday 7 July from 9am – 3pm – The Learning Place 
• Bartending: Monday 13 and Tuesday 14 July from 9am – 3pm – Kaikorai Rugby Club 
• Customer Service: Wednesday 15 July from 9am – 3pm – The Learning Place 

Tradie-for-a-Day: 16 Jul, 8.30am – 4.30pm at Otago Polytechnic 
Get hands-on with real 
tools, explore our 
workshops and try out 
Carpentry and Electrical 
trades while chatting with 
friendly lecturers about 
pathways, apprenticeships 
and careers, all in one free, 

action-packed day! 

For more information and to register your 
attendance, please click here. 
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Bachelor of Social Services Taster Day 
Thursday 30 July  
Otago Polytechnic, H601(H Block), entrance through Forth Street or Union Street 

Do you want a career working alongside 
people? Are you curious about what you learn 
in a Bachelor of Social Services? 
This Taster Day is focused on the Health and 
Wellbeing specialty within the Bachelor of 
Social Services. 
This programme will challenge you to reflect 
on your own assumptions, engage with 
diverse perspectives, and develop the skills 
needed to work ethically and respectfully 
alongside people from all walks of life. 
You’ll get an interactive session to learn more about the skills you’ll learn and discover the variety of career 
possibilities. You’ll meet the lecturers you’ll be learning from and have a chance to ask questions.  
If that sounds like the kind of learning journey you're looking for, join us at our Taster Day to discover whether a 
career in social services could be the right fit for you. 
If you require any further information about this event, please contact SocialServices@op.ac.nz. 

University of Otago: Hands-On at Otago 2027 
For students considering studying at the University of Otago in the future, the "Hands-On at Otago" programme 
offers a great opportunity to experience student life for a week in January 2027. A number of KVC students have 
attended this programme in the past and really enjoyed the experience. 
Detailed information and links from the university are provided below. If students are interested in applying, 
please see or email Mrs Beagley at mabeagley@kvc.school.nz for assistance with your application. 
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We have come to the end of Term 2, and it’s time for everyone to have a break and a reset. We will be back 
into sport on the very first day of Term 3 with Year 7 and 8 miniball (basketball) kicking off on Monday, July 20. 
Please watch your emails and check out the KVC website for your sports’ draws. 

On Tuesday 14 July in the KVC Gym, Ilai from the Greater Green Island Community 
Network will be running an open day for students who might like to come along and 
play some basketball for the day between 9am and 3pm. On Friday, 17 July, he will 
run his usual Wrestling session from 3- 4:30 pm. 
If students are interested, can you please email or txt Ilai so he has an idea of how many will attend. 

Cross Over Basketball is excited to once again partner with the Otago Nuggets to deliver our Ballers Clinic 
during the July school holidays. 
We would really appreciate it if you could share this opportunity with your students and families  
Otago Nuggets & Cross Over Basketball Ballers Clinic 
Edgar Centre, Dunedin 
Date: Monday 6 July and Tuesday 7 July 
Time: 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
Ages: Open to School Years 3–8 
Cost: $50 per child, per session 

The clinic is designed for players of all abilities, with a focus on developing basketball skills in a fun, 
positive environment alongside Cross Over coaches and Otago Nuggets players. 

Registrations are now open: Register Here 

July Holiday Programme – Dunedin Netball Centre  for ages: Year 1-8 
 
Date: Tuesday 14, Wednesday 15, and Thursday 16 July, from Time: 9am - 3pm at the Edgar Centre for  
Cost: 1 day - $65, 2 days - $125, 3 days - $165 
Please register here: https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/389838. Registrations will close on 7 July; they may 
close early if maximum capacity is reached. 

The Co-Ed Tournament took place on Thursday. The weather was perfect, and there was a lot of great 
competition across netball, basketball, football, badminton, and hockey. 
00A big thank you to Mr Reddington, Mr Scott and Mr Edmunds for being our coaches for the day. 

Mrs Theresa Johnson 

Sorts Coordinator 

c: 027 543 4251 

e: sport@kvc.school.nz  
w: Sports Information 
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THE 2026 KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE SCHOOL YEAR 
TERM START DATE END DATE 

Term 1 (10 weeks) 28 January 2 April 

Term 2 (11 weeks) 20 April 3 July 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 20 July 25 September 

Term 4 (9 weeks) 12 October 8 December 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR 
DATE HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 6 February Waitangi Day 

Monday 23 March Otago Anniversary Day 

Friday 3 April Good Friday 

Monday 6 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Monday 

Tuesday 7 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Tuesday 

Monday 27 April (observed) ANZAC Day 

Monday 1 June King’s Birthday 

Friday 10 July (falls in the school holidays) Matariki 

Monday 26 October Labour Day 

  



 Humans are the only animals on Earth who choose to 
sleep deliberately – every other species sleeps when 
tired. 

 Comets only reflect 4% of the light that falls on them; the 
rest is absorbed. 

 There’s no such thing as a straight line. Zoom in close 
enough on anything, and you’ll spot irregularities. Even a 
laser light beam is slightly curved. 

 Loneliness activates the exact same brain regions as 
physical pain – your body processes rejection literally as 
an injury. 

 Trees in forests communicate through underground 
fungal networks and share nutrients with sick and 
struggling neighbouring trees. 

 Human tears of joy contain different chemicals from 
tears of sadness – your body manufactures different 
formulas for different emotions. 

 The mantis shrimp can see colours we can't even 
fathom. They can detect ultraviolet and circularly 
polarised light, which creates an alien visual world. 

 Pandiculation is stretching and yawning simultaneously. 
 The Statue of Unity in Gujarat, India, is the tallest in the 

world, standing at a whopping 182m. NB: The Statue of 
Liberty is 93m by comparison! 

 For a period from 1632, slaves in Montserrat in the West 
Indies spoke Irish.  

 Exulansis is the tendency to stop talking about an 
experience because others cannot relate to it. 

The Kaikorai Valley College PTA Group is 
a small group of parents who support 
the College by: 
✓ running the Second-Hand Uniform 

Shop. The contact for the second-
hand uniform shop is Karen 
Crawford. Please TEXT 021 212 
8473 to make an appointment to 
view and purchase uniform items. 

✓ fundraising to buy resources and 
equipment 

✓ organising afternoon teas and 
suppers for school events 

✓ Raffles 

It isn't a huge commitment, and the 
group welcomes new members. 

If you are interested and would like to 
help, don't hesitate to get in touch with 
Mr Stewart Tagg, our Assistant Principal 
for Year 9 and 10 students, at 
sttagg@kvc.school.nz 
or call the school  on 
03 453 6035. 

Words must be FOUR letters long or more 

and needs to contain the letter A 
Your list should have one 9-letter word. Proper names and 

non-English words are not allowed. 
Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

15 words = good; 21 words = great; 28 words = excellent; 
34 words = outstanding! 

Puzzlegram answers: candida, candied,  antacid, candid, 
danced, addict, caddie, cadent, canted, decani, decant, 
didact, acedia, dacite, acned, caned, canid, dance, decan, 
diced, nicad, dinted, acted, cadet, cited, dicta, edict, adnate, 
detain, dined, aced, acid, cade, cadi, caid, cedi, dace, dice, 
iced, aided, anted, dated, ident, naiad, teind, tided, tined, 
dada, dead, dean, dent, died, dine, dint, nada, nide, tend, adit, 
aide, data, date, diet, dita, , edit, idea, tide, tied 

CANDIDATE
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