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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT 
Kia ora koutou 

It has been a pleasure to host students and staff from our Sister school in 
Japan, Sakuragaoka High School. Kaikorai Valley College’s relationship with 
this school spans 37 years, and we value and treasure this connection. Our 
students and staff have enjoyed interacting with our visitors, and we look 
forward to travelling to Japan next year for the reciprocal visit. 

Thanks again to all those who have responded to our Strategic Plan 
consultation Google Forms. The final form requests feedback on how KVC 
prepares students for life beyond school.  Here is the link. Your feedback is 
greatly appreciated and will help inform the school's future direction. 

As you know, we have implemented school-wide homework at KVC, with 
every student receiving homework each week. I wanted to reiterate the purpose of this and some small 
steps you, as a parent/caregiver, can take to help your child with homework. 

Why Homework Matters 
Homework offers a multitude of benefits that contribute significantly to a student's academic and 
personal growth: 

● Reinforces Learning: Homework provides a crucial chance for students to practise and solidify 
what they've learned in class. Repetition helps concepts stick, ensuring a deeper understanding 
of the material. 

● Develops Responsibility and Time Management: Completing assignments on time teaches 
students valuable life skills such as responsibility, organisation, and effective time management. 
These are skills they will carry with them throughout their academic careers and beyond. 

● Fosters Independent Learning: When students tackle homework independently, they develop the 
skills to problem-solve, think critically, and take ownership of their learning. This self-reliance is 
essential for becoming lifelong learners. 

● Bridges School and Home Learning: Homework establishes a direct link between the school and 
home environments, enabling parents and caregivers to see what their children are studying and 
engage in their academic progress. It can spark conversations and shared learning experiences. 

● Prepares for Future Academic Challenges: As students progress through their education, the 
demands for independent study and self-discipline increase. Regular homework helps build the 
stamina and habits necessary for success in higher grades and future endeavours. 

Your Role in Supporting Homework 
While homework is your child's responsibility, your support at home makes a significant difference. You 
can help by: 

● Providing a quiet, dedicated space for homework. 

● Establishing a consistent homework routine. 

● Encourage your child to try their best before offering help. 

● Communicating with teachers if your child is consistently struggling or spending an excessive 
amount of time on homework. 

mailto:office@kvc.school.nz
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We understand that balancing school, extracurriculars, and family life can be challenging, and we 
appreciate your partnership in supporting your child's education. We believe that a collaborative 
approach between home and school is key to fostering successful, well-rounded learners. 

Ngā mihi nui 
 
Jatin Bali 
Principal 

 
MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDING MEMBER 

GET ON BOARD!  BOARD ELECTIONS 
Kia ora koutou 

In our discussions with the community regarding our candidacy for the board, we 
frequently encounter the following comments: 
- “I lack the necessary qualifications, such as accounting or law.” 
- “I am only …” 

School boards need 
representatives from 
diverse backgrounds to 
accurately reflect the 
thoughts and aspirations 

of the entire community regarding the 
achievements of students at Kaikorai Valley 
College. To support the skill development and 
transition of a new board, we typically have a mix 
of new and experienced members. If a completely 
new board is elected, there are options for this 
board to access the expertise of departing 
experienced members. 

Another valuable resource for board members is 
the New Zealand School Boards Association. Their 
primary role is to support and assist school boards 
through various means, including 0800 helplines 
for personalised advice, training sessions, and 
guidance provided via monthly newsletters. 
Kaikorai Valley College is also a member of 
SchoolDocs. This organisation hosts our policies and procedures online and collaborates with the board to 
ensure they remain current and compliant with legislation. Both organisations have access to legal advice if 
needed. 

The crucial message is that you are not alone, and assistance is readily available. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us through the school office (03 4536035 or 
office@kvc.school.nz).  A board member will be happy to speak with you. 

Remember that nominations close at noon on Wednesday, 6 August 2025, and can be submitted online at 
http://www.myschoolelection.nz/mynomination or by contacting the school office to request a paper copy of 
the nomination form. 

We held an information evening on Wednesday, and it was a great pleasure to share thoughts and discussions 
on the board processes with whānau who were interested. 
 
Mark Rogers 
Presiding Member 
Kaikorai Valley College Board 
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Year 12 Activities: Skimming stones at Outram Glenn. 

  ACTIVITIES 
 
 

FUNDRAISING BAKE SALE 
Matai House leader Taylor Dennison teamed up with other Year 13 students last week to organise a bake sale, raising 
money for Starship Hospital. They put on a delicious range of baking, raising $248. Ka pai, Taylor! 
 



SHANGHAI INTERNATIONAL SISTER CITY YOUTH CAMP – JOSH HOPPING 

Over the past two weeks, Josh Hopping had the privilege of attending the 2025 
Shanghai International Sister Cities Youth camp. He was selected by the Dunedin 
City Council along with four other students from Columba College, Trinity 
Catholic College, and Queen's High School.  

The two-week programme was themed “Communication, Cooperation, 
Friendship, Understanding.” Students had an incredible opportunity to 
experience courses on traditional Chinese culture, visit universities and 
attractions in Shanghai, participate in a Sister Cities Youth Forum, and immerse 
themselves in local life by spending a day with a Shanghai family. Equally 
important was the chance to connect with others from 18 different countries 
around the world.  

Besides working with international students and teachers, our New Zealand group 
included a Chinese English 
teacher and three Chinese 
students. Over the two weeks, we 

formed friendships through shared experiences and enjoyed 
conversations while learning about each other’s cultures. Their 

kindness and hospitality made 
our trip truly memorable. We all 
returned to New Zealand with 
many wonderful memories. 

Highlights for Josh included the 
friendships he made, the night 
riverboat cruise, visiting a range of 
attractions, and connecting with 
people from different cultures. He 
took advantage of every 
opportunity and was an excellent 
ambassador for his country. 



HOKONUI FASHION DESIGN AWARDS AND KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE’S STAR ENTRIES 
Congratulations to the following students for their efforts in having their entries accepted onto the catwalk at 
the Hokonui Fashion Design Awards this weekend: 
Alyssa Bayne  
Miyah Hampton 
Amy Hitchcox 
Zara Kleinlangevelsloo 
Grace Shemely 
Layla Maynard 
Virtuous Tabe 
They did exceptionally well to have their entries accepted for the catwalk. On top of that, in the 'Preppy' category, 
which five of these students entered, Alyssa Bayne was Runner Up and Miyah Hampton was Highly 
Commended! 
The photo shows Alyssa's entry at the front, and Miyah's entry to the right.  

 
 
 
 
 

WINNING CHEFS! 

Towards the end of last term, Year 12 Hospitality 
students Azariah Hughes and Harmony Baker-Wihongi 
entered a National Secondary School Culinary 
competition.   

The dish had to include Silver Fern Farms Lamb as the 
principal component of the dish.  It must also include 
New Zealand-grown Kumara as well as green 
vegetables. Other vegetables could also be included, 
provided they were fresh and New Zealand-grown. It 
also needed to include at least one Anchor Brand 
product as well as a Recued Kitchen Product. 

The students competed against 64 other teams from 
across the country and successfully won a gold medal 
with a score of 94/100! 

Their dish was a Middle Eastern fusion featuring a 
spice-crusted lamb fillet pan-fried in butter, served on 
a salad of risoni, broccolini, and kumara crisps. It was 
finished with a labne quenelle and pomegranate syrup. 



BRATHWAITE CENTRE NEWS ART CELEBRATION 
By Ashlee Walters (Year 14) 

Studio 2 is a place for people to do art. 
I go with Lukas on Tuesday afternoons. 
Pam (Brathwaite Centre Teacher Aide) 
takes us. I see some people I know 
from 10-Pin Bowling. I see my friends 
and Cody (a former student from KVC) 
there. 

We do all kinds of art. I mostly enjoy 
drawing because I like drawing pictures of people. I have got 
better at lines and am learning to do shading. I drew a pink 
angel Squishmallow on fabric. Pink is my favourite colour. 

My Squishmallow is in the 2025 IHC Art Awards. I am so 
excited because my picture (no. 318) has sold. Lukas’ 
picture (no. 331) is also in the IHC Art Awards. See our work 
and other artists’ work in the online gallery. 

Click the link: https://www.ihc.org.nz/get-involved/art-
awards/art-awards-gallery-2025. 

 
EXTRAORDINARY GIFT TO THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT! 

Recently, the school 
received three superbly 
mounted skeletons for our 
Science Department. 

These fascinating models 
were donated to the school 
by Mike Wakelin. We are 
very grateful to Mike for 
offering these to us. He will 
have taken many, many 
hours to put them together. 
The skeletons will soon be encased in Perspex cases 
and will be used for such things as comparative 
anatomy, scientific drawings, and vertebrate evolution. I 

have seldom seen such superb examples, and our students are very lucky to have access to them. 

Dr Simon McMillan 
ESOL and Urban Farm Teacher (an oyster catcher, a cat, and a possum) 
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Several career events are coming up in the next few weeks that students should be aware of, especially those 
planning to begin tertiary study in 2026. 

University of Otago Course Planning Tutorial – Greg Heller will be at school on 
Tuesday, 5 August at 1pm to assist students planning to study at the University 
of Otago in 2026 with their enrolment. This is a great opportunity to get expert 
advice on paper selection and course planning.  

Otago Polytechnic Liaison Advisor Planning Visit – 
Carly Nisbet will be at KVC on Thursday, 7 August 
to support students planning to enrol at Otago 
Polytechnic next year. Carly will walk you through the enrolment process and 
answer any questions. Email Mrs Beagley to be part of this group.  

Scholarship Reminders 
Reminder for students planning to attend University or Polytech next year: 
Be sure to check the closing dates for scholarship applications. With the Fees 
Free scheme no longer available, it's more important than ever to apply for 
scholarships to help support your tertiary education. 
University of Otago: Applications close 15 August. 
Otago Polytechnic: Deadlines vary by scholarship - check the specific closing 
date for the one you're applying for. Take the time to apply - it's worth the effort! 

MoneyHub has compiled a comprehensive guide to scholarships for students planning to start university in 
2026. Available at MoneyHub Scholarship Guide, this resource lists scholarships from all universities, along 
with exclusive opportunities for Māori, Pacific, and International students. The guide, updated regularly, 
includes application tips and deadlines, helping students easily navigate the scholarship process. 

Hands-on at Otago - this is a unique opportunity for Year 12 students to experience 
a week of Otago student life. Students stay on campus in a residential college and 
choose a subject to study for the week. Sunday 11 to Friday 16 January 2026. 
Applications close 7 August. If you are interested in learning more, email Mrs 
Beagley.  

ShadowTech25 - Inspiring girls into Tech Careers. An opportunity for Year 11 girls to discover the world of tech 
and explore career pathways. Visit a local tech company, go on a workplace tour, and participate in workshops. 
If you are interested in learning more, email Mrs Beagley. 

Year 11 Pathways Speedmeet – Monday 11 August 
Our Year 11 students have been invited to attend the Pathways Speedmeet 
at the Dunedin Town Hall. Think of it as speed dating for careers - a unique 
chance to explore a wide range of career pathways. Students will rotate in 

groups, meeting employers, apprentices, 
and professionals from various industries. 
It’s an excellent opportunity to ask questions 
and learn about different jobs firsthand. 

Leaving School Magazine 
The magazine is packed full of information that will be helpful to students in Years 
12–13 as they plan for their futures after finishing high school. 
Included in this issue are profiles on 18 young people making successful careers 
for themselves, including: Architect, Builder, Collision Repair Technician, 
Electrician, Forester, Heavy Automotive Technician, Optometrist, Radiation 
Therapist, Sport and Recreation Graduate, and Systems Accountant. 
Also included in the magazine are tips on applying for a Student Loan in 2026, 
preparing a great CV, Interview Tips, details on Accommodation and Scholarships 

available at the University of Otago in 2026.  Senior students will receive this magazine during Whānau time or 
can access it online at www.oliverlee.co.nz/leavingschool-issue33. 

  CAREER MOVES 
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This week, we are celebrating some of our students who have performed at a high 
level in their chosen sport. 

Azariah Hughes was selected for the Under 16 Otago Rugby League Girls’ Team, 
which travelled to Oamaru in the last school holidays for a NZ Warriors U16s and 
U18s South Island Tournament. Azariah’s team was awarded the “Good Person, 
Good Player Team” for the whole tournament. 
Well done on your Otago representation, Azariah! 

Also during the last holidays, KVC had two 
players who were part of an Aoraki (lower 
South Island) Group that travelled to 
Masterton to attend the NZDC Junior and 
Youth Darts Nationals. 
Ioabarahi Dean-Harris is ranked 11th in 
New Zealand in the Youth Boys’ Rankings. 
Over the tournament, Ioaba was Runner-

up in the Consolation 
Junior and National 
Youth Boys Singles. Top 
16 in the Main Round for 
the National Youth Pairs 
with his partner, Daniel 
Palu. 3rd equal in the 
Main Round for national 
Youth Mixed Pairs with partner Jade Maber.  
Isaiah Siggleko played well and gained awesome experience as the 
only Junior in the team selected to attend the Nationals. Isaiah came 
Runner-up in the Consolation Junior Mixed Pairs with his partner. 
Isaiah’s confidence has grown since returning from the Tournament, 
and he hit his very first 180 at Club Night recently. 
Well done, Ioaba and Isaiah, on representing the Southern Region! 

In other exciting news, we have two teams competing at tournaments during Tournament Week from 25-29 
August. 

Our Snr A Netball team will attend the South Island Secondary Schools’ Netball Tournament here in Dunedin. 

Our KVC Snr A Boys Basketball Team will travel to Invercargill to participate in the NZ Basketball Southern 
Regional Cup. They are training hard and have been equipped with t-shirts, gear bags, and hoodies thanks to 
the sponsorship of some local companies.  

A huge thanks to the following companies:  
PROCIVIL – Excellence in Infrastructure, who have sponsored the warm-
up t-shirts. 

Keep It – Farm Brands Ltd, who have sponsored the gear bags 

Bluff Proteins Ltd, which has sponsored the hoodies. 

We are once again very fortunate to have received generous funding 
from Apollo Projects. Their continued support has provided 
significant financial assistance to our school, enabling many 
students to participate in sports. Without this funding, many 
students would not have the opportunity to play school sports or 
attend tournaments. We are incredibly grateful to Apollo 
Projects for making these opportunities possible. 

  

  SPORTS NEWS 
 
 



 
 
 

BOOK CHARACTER DRESS UP DAY 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
Q: Do I have to dress up as a book 
character? 
A: No.  Participation is voluntary.  If you 
don’t want to wear a book character 
costume, then you just come to school 
in your uniform as usual. 
 
Q: Do we have to pay anything? 
A: No.  We have decided that we will not 
require a gold coin donation this year. 
 
Q: Can I dress up as a TV show or video 
game character? 
A: If the character was in a book before 
it was adapted to the screen, then yes, 
you can. 
 
Q: Can I come as a real person? 
A: No.  The event is celebrating fictional 
book characters.  Even if there are 
biographical books written about them, 
they aren’t a “character”. 
 
Q: Can I copy the character exactly? 
A: You will need to make sensible 
adjustments to your costume to ensure 
its … 
Respectable enough to wear at school 
Warm enough so that you don’t freeze 
Doesn’t include anything that could be 
mistaken for a weapon 
Doesn’t use body paint or body glitter 
 

Q: Will there be prizes? 
A: Yes.  There will be spot prizes all day, and special awards at the lunchtime costume parade. 
Book Character Costume Prize Categories 
Best group costume 
Best picture book-inspired costume 
Most impressive DIY costume 
Most flamboyant parade performance 
 
Q: Will there be a photo booth again? 
A: Yes.  You will have the opportunity to get your photo taken at the lunchtime costume parade. 
 
Q: Can I wear my costume all day? 

A: It Depends.  You will still need to wear your sports uniform if you have a P.E. class on Friday, and teachers 
may require you to remove any parts of your costume that are interfering with your ability to complete classwork, 
such as bulky gloves or papier-mâché heads that block vision. 

  

  WORDS FROM THE LIBRARY 
 
 



 

 

KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE 2025 YEAR DATES 

TERM DATES 
TERM START DATE END DATE 
Term 1 (10 weeks) 31 January 11 April 
Term 2 (9 weeks) 28 April 27 June 
Term 3 (10 weeks) 14 July 19 September 
Term 4 (10 weeks) 6 October 9 December 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR 
DATE HOLIDAY 
Thursday 6 February Waitangi Day (observed) 
Monday 24 March Otago Anniversary Day 
Friday 18 April (falls in the school holidays) Good Friday 
Monday 21 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Monday 
Tuesday 22 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Tuesday 
Friday 25 April (falls in the school holidays) ANZAC Day 
Monday 2 June King’s Birthday 
Friday 20 June Matariki 
Monday 27 October Labour Day 

 NOTICES AND OTHER INFORMATION 

28 August 3-Way Conferencing Day 
29 August OPSSA Otago Cross Country 
1-12 September Lit/Num exams fortnight Year 11 
5 September OPSSA Otago Cross Country (backup day) 
8-12 September Level 2/3 Digi CAA week 
8-12 September Senior Assessment Week 
8-19 September Lit/Num exams fortnight Year 10 
10 September Board and Staff Election date 
17 September Sports and Cultural Prize Giving 
19 September Last day of Term 3 
22 Sept - 5 Oct School Holidays 

TERM 4 
6 October First day of Term 4 
6-10 October NCEA Literacy and Numeracy exam week 
6-10 October Digital Technology CAA week 
13-17 October Level 2/3 Digi CAA week 



  

CURIOUS NOTIONS 
 In Indonesian, there is a word, “Jayus,” that means “A 

joke told so poorly, and so unfunny that one cannot help 
but laugh.” 

 Between North and South Korea lies 250kms of no-
man’s land, where hundreds of rare animal species 
thrive. 

 Geomelophagia is a term for someone who has the urge 
to eat raw potatoes. 

 Non-violent attempts to escape Mexican prisons are not 
punished because “it’s human nature to want freedom.” 

 In Ancient Bafia culture, one could purchase a wife for 
the price of thirty potato mashers. 

 Small as they may be, ladybugs have a unique smell that 
humans are incredibly sensitive to. 

 During WWII, a U.S. naval destroyer won a battle against 
a Japanese submarine by throwing potatoes at it. The 
Japanese thought they were grenades. 

 If you lift a kangaroo’s tail off the ground, it can’t hop. 
 In 1866, the United States purchased Alaska from Russia 

by writing a check for $7.2 million USD. ($156 million 
today) 

 The smallest thing ever photographed is the shadow of 
an atom. 

 It is illegal to play a musical instrument for the purpose of 
annoying other people in the Northern Territory, 
Australia. 

 Mosquitoes can smell which blood type you are. They're 
twice as likely to bite someone who is Type O as opposed 
to Type A. 

 Cherophobia is the irrational fear of fun or happiness. 
 Penguins have knees. 
  

KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE 
PARENT GROUP 

The Kaikorai Valley College Parent Group 
is a small group that supports the 
College by: 
✓ running the Second-Hand Uniform 

Shop. The second-hand uniform 
shop contact is Karen Crawford. 
Please TEXT 021 212 8473 to make 
an appointment to view and 
purchase uniform items. 

✓ providing funds to buy resources 
and equipment 

✓ organising afternoon teas and 
suppers for school events 

✓ Raffles 
 

It isn't a huge commitment, and the 
group would welcome new members. 

If you are interested and would like to 
help, don't hesitate to get in touch with 
Mr Stewart Tagg, our assistant principal 
for Year 9 and 10 students, at 
sttagg@kvc.school.nz 

or call the school  on 
03 453 6035. 

PUZZLEGRAM 

Words must be four letters or more and must contain the letter 

B 
Your list must have one 9-letter word. Proper names and non-

English words are not allowed. 
Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

10 words = good; 18 words = great; 27 words = excellent; 34 
words; 41= outstanding! 

Puzzlegram answers:  
aced, acid, cade, cadi, caid, cate, cave, cede, cedi, 
cete, cite, dace, dice, etic, iced, tace, vice, acted, 
cadet, caved, cavie, cited, civet, deice, dicta, edict, 
eject, evict, vatic, viced, active, advect, advice, dacite, 
deceit, deject, device, ejecta, dejecta, evicted,  

ADJECTIVE 
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