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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT 
Kia ora koutou 

It has been a busy fortnight at our school, filled with cultural connections, 
musical performances, 2027 course selections, and 3-way conferences, 
to name a few.  This week we had the privilege of hosting staff and students 
from our sister school in Hong Kong, Po Leung Kuk Ngan Po Ling College. 
Our students did an incredible job opening up their classrooms, sharing our 
school culture, and showing our guests the best of our school. Strong 
international partnerships like this broaden our students' horizons and give 
our guests a taste of life at a New Zealand school. My sincere thanks to all 
the host families, staff and students who helped make our guests feel so 
welcome. 

Next week, our sports teams head off across the country to represent our 
school during Tournament Week. We wish every competitor, coach, manager, and supporting family 
member the best of luck. 

With senior school exams now just two weeks away, it is time for our Year 11, 12, and 13 students to 
shift into gear for study preparation. These upcoming practice exams are important; they not only 
provide vital feedback on where learning gaps exist before the final end-of-year assessments, but they 
also generate emergency-derived grades if students cannot sit the NZQA exams in Term 4. 

Jatin Bali 
Principal 
  

mailto:office@kvc.school.nz
http://www.kvcollege.co.nz/


2026 Senior Examination Guide 
Monday 14 September Tuesday 15 September Wednesday 16 September Thursday 17 September Friday 18  September 

Year 11 Morning:  8:40 am - 11:40 am  
CAA exam Writing  
 
ENG100.CJ  Hall 3 hrs Digital exam 
ENG100.FI (CAA Writing) Hall 2hrs  
ESOL100.SR  E13  2hrs 

CAA Numeracy  
 
MAT100.CM  Hall  3hrs  

HIS100.CJ Hall 3hrs Digital exam  
 
MAO100.TR Hall  1.5 hrs  
 
DRA100.CK  S3 3hrs 

SCI100.KC  Hall  3hrs  
SCI100.CG  Hall  3hrs  
 
AGH100.AS  E2  3hrs   

GEO100.JB  Hall 1.5 hrs  
ART100.CA  B2  3hrs  r 
TET100.WB  D7  3hrs  
 

Year 11 Afternoon:  12:50 pm - 3:50 pm 
MUS100.CR  Hall  1.5 hrs   
DIG100.DJ  Hall 2 hrs  
 
PED100.ST  F3  2hrs   

MAT100.DA  Hall  3hrs 
 
MAT100.MY  E11 2 hrs   

TEW100.VA  D9  2hrs 
HSS100.HC  D8 2hrs 

CAA Reading Seniors  Hall  
 

DVC100.SP  D3  2hrs 
 

Year 12 Morning: 8:45 am - 11:45 am  
JPN200.DJ  Hall Digital  exam  3hrs 
 
DRA200.CK  Hall 3hrs  
MUS200.CR  Hall  3hrs  
 
MUS200.CR  B6  3hrs 

ENG200.WM  Hall Digital  exam 3hrs  
ENG200.Fi  Hall Digital  exam 3hrs  
 
ESL200.SR  E13  2hrs 

PHY200.CG  Hall 3hrs   
GEO200.JB  Hall  3hrs  
 

MAT200.AB  Hall  3hrs 
MAT200.CM  Hall  3hrs 
 
AGH200.AS  E2  3hrs 

BIO200.AS  Hall  1.5hrs   
DIG200.CG  Hall  2hrs  
 
 

Year  12 Afternoon: 12:50 pm - 3:50 pm 
HSS200.HC  2hrs  D8 HIS200.WM Hall Digi exam 3hrs  

 
TEW200.VA  2hrs D9 

MAO200.TR Hall  3hrs 
MED200.JB  Hall Digital exam 3hrs  
CHE200.KC  Hall  3hrs  

APA200.CA   B2 3hrs 
ASC200.CA  B2  3hrs 
APO200.CA  B2  3hrs 

DVC200.SP  D3  2hrs 
TET200.WB  D7  2hrs 

Year 13 Morning: 8:45 am - 11:45 am  
PHY300.CG Hall  3hrs  
JPN300.DJ Hall Digital  exam  3hrs 
 
DRA300.CK  Hall 3hrs  
 
HSS300.HC  D8  2 hrs 
MUS300.CR  B6  3hrs 

APA300.CA  B2  3hrs  
ASC300.CA  B2  3hrs   
APO300.CA  B2  3hrs  
TEW300.VA  D9  2hrs   

MAO300.TR  Hall  3hrs   
 
DVC300.SP  D3  2hrs 

ENG300.TS Hall Digital 
exam 3hrs  
 
ESL300.SR  E13  2hrs 

DIG300.CG  Hall  2hrs  
HIS300.WM  Hall  Digital  exam  
3hrs  
 
MAC300.MY Hall  3hrs  
GEO300.JB  Hall  3hrs  

Year 13 Afternoon: 12:50 pm - 3:50 pm 
TEM300.SP  D3  2hrs  
PED300.HS  E4  2hrs 

CHE300.CM  Hall  3hrs  
MED300.JB  Hall Digital  exam 3hrs  

BIO300.KC  Hall 3hrs  MAT300.LO  E9  2hrs  TET300.WB  D7  2hrs 



You must bring your own equipment in a clear plastic bag. 
▪ Black or blue pens, ruler, highlighter 
▪ Calculators  (NZQA-approved calculator), maximum of two 
▪ Headphones (for language exams and digital exams if you are using text-to-speech) 
▪ Chrome book/laptop digital exams. This must be fully charged. 
▪ You may bring a book to read once you have finished. This must be placed under your desk and cannot be touched until the supervisor has taken your exam 

papers. (This is only allowable  for these school exams only, not the final exams next term) 
You may not borrow equipment from another student during the exam. 

Calculators 
Teachers will clear ALL calculator memories. You may use a calculator in the exam room only if its memory has been cleared. A list of the approved calculators and 
subjects is published on the NZQA website. 

Water 
Bring a see-through bottle of water to keep hydrated 

Clothes 
You may wear sensible mufti and appropriate clothing. Remember the hall gets cold! Clothes should not have any writing on them. Hats are not allowed. Bracelets 
are not allowed, as they bang on the desk and distract others.  Pockets must be empty. 

Emergency Evacuation Pack 
You may take items for an emergency evacuation into the exam room in a clear sealable plastic bag. This pack stays under your chair and must not be touched or 
opened without the permission of a supervisor. Contents could include: a mobile phone (switched off) or other electronic device (switched off), keys, watch, money, 
mask or face covering, bus/train pass and medicines. 

Examination Rules 
▪ Follow all instructions of any supervisor 
▪ All work you submit for marking must be your own 
▪ You must not bring the following into the exam room: 
o any electronic device unless it is switched off and inside the sealed emergency evacuation pack (an electronic device is anything that can store, 

communicate and/or retrieve information and includes all cell phones)  
o any paper  
o any notes, in any form 
o any watch of any type (digital or analogue) 

▪ You may not leave the room in the first 45 minutes of the exam 
▪ If you need to go to the toilet more than twice, you will be listed as undertaking unusual behaviour, and your actions may be investigated. 
▪ You must stay for the whole exam time 
▪ When the exam finishes, you must leave the area silently and go home. 

  



In an exam you must not 
▪ talk to, communicate with or disturb other candidates 
▪ copy another candidate's work 
▪ communicate with the marker, including writing or drawing anything that could be viewed as offensive 
▪ You must stay for the whole exam period 
▪ touch or open any emergency evacuation pack without the permission of a supervisor. 

Any reported possible breach of the rules will be investigated as per school NZQA procedures 

Digital Exams 
Before the day of the exam, you must 

▪ Memorise your username and password to use when accessing the digital exam 
▪ Fully charge your device 
▪ Check your headphones are compatible with your device, if you are doing a language, or using text to speech. 
▪ Install the target language keyboard on your device (for responses in te reo Māori or the target language for language exams).  

On the day of your exam, you must: 
▪ Bring your fully charged device 
▪ Bring your headphones (if you are sitting a language, RAS Dance or Te Reo Rangatira digital exam) 
▪ Bring your fully charged power bank 

During the exam, you must: 
▪ Not access the internet on any other site except Assessment Master 
▪ If you move out of the exam window or access other sites, you will be locked out. 

At the end of the exam, you must: 
▪ submit your answers as instructed 
▪ hand in note-making paper and ALL answer booklets, where provided 

Studying is like training for a sports game or learning an instrument. Your results will be a reflection of the amount of study you do 
Study Preparation 

Subject Subject Subject 
What topics are in my examination: What topics are in my examination: What topics are in my examination: 

What are my strengths in this subject? What are my strengths in this subject? What are my strengths in this subject? 

What are my weaknesses in the subject? What are my weaknesses in the subject? What are my weaknesses in the subject? 

What is the best way to study this subject? What is the best way to study this subject? What is the best way to study this subject? 

What topics are in my examination: What topics are in my examination: What topics are in my examination: 

What are my strengths in this subject? What are my strengths in this subject? What are my strengths in this subject? 

  



Study Tips  
You need to study in a quiet space at home, free from distractions. 
Each night, you should study for at least 1.5 hrs.  

Active Learning Strategies 
▪ Test yourself: Use flashcards or practice quizzes instead of just rereading notes 
▪ Explain concepts: Teach the material out loud in your own words as if speaking to someone else. 
▪ Mix topics: Cycle through different subjects or types of problems in one session to build better retention. 

Time Management and Environment 
▪ Use intervals: Study with full focus for 25 minutes, then rest for 5 minutes, repeat 
▪ Remove distractions: Put your phone in another room or turn on "Do Not Disturb" mode. 
▪ Create a space: Set up a clean, quiet, and well-lit area dedicated only to your schoolwork. 

Routine and Well-being 
▪ Space out sessions: Study a little bit each day rather than trying to learn everything the night before an exam. 
▪ Prioritize sleep: Aim for 7 to 8 hours of sleep each night to help your brain lock in new information. 
▪ Take breaks: Step away to walk or hydrate when you feel your focus start to 

http://www.educationplanner.org/students/self-assessments/learning-styles-quiz.shtml Learning style quiz 

Here is a link to a series of how-to study videos you can watch: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YAP4DsE4MYzwbfvubihZ979Gb6p864SN?usp=sharing 
 
Useful Websites 
There are many free websites you can use to help you study. 
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/past-exams-and-exemplars/  NCEA past papers and exemplars 
LearnCoach is a library of short videos and quizzes for students doing NCEA. It also offers courses for both internals and externals. LearnCoach's strength is simplifying 
complicated ideas into a format anyone can understand. 
Their basic plan is free and offers limited access to their content. 
To get unlimited access, the premium version costs. Many of their videos are free to access through their YouTube channel, so have a look and check it out. LearnCoach 
is very useful for helping you understand concepts that may not have fully clicked in the classroom. 
Mr Ong Maths Lessons and infinityplusone are YouTube channels dedicated to helping students with NCEA mathematics - including statistics and calculus. Both these 
channels teach many concepts and provide worked examples by going through past exams. Trying the questions yourself first, then comparing your answers with the 
worked examples, will help you understand the best way to think about certain problems and learn where you are prone to mistakes. 
Mr Whibbley and Andre Sargent are YouTube channels that help with physics by walking through NCEA questions. This is a very useful way to learn physics. Try solving 
the NCEA paper yourself and check your understanding and reasoning by comparing your thought processes with these YouTubers. 
Alpha Atoms is a YouTube channel dedicated to supporting Level 1 Science and Levels 2 and 3 Chemistry. 

http://www.educationplanner.org/students/self-assessments/learning-styles-quiz.shtml
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YAP4DsE4MYzwbfvubihZ979Gb6p864SN?usp=sharing
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/past-exams-and-exemplars/
https://my.learncoach.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/LearnCoach
https://www.youtube.com/@mrongmathslessons/
https://www.youtube.com/@infinityplusone/
https://www.youtube.com/c/MrWhibleyPhysics
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHZCuNmJD5Hk21ZugyWnHWg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6Mefbn8NBhW9zgiGXAx1yQ


On this channel, you'll find helpful videos with lessons and tutorials on concepts, 
walkthroughs of past exemplars, and live Q&A sessions to answer any queries. Going 
through the past papers yourself, watching the guided videos afterward, and 
comparing your responses is a beneficial way of seeing what mistakes you made and 
where you can improve 
Khan Academy produces many videos on maths, economics, physics, biology, 
chemistry, finance, history and much more. Although much of the content is targeted 
at students studying at a level higher than what is required for NCEA, it is often helpful 
because it explains more complex concepts that can be hard to wrap your head 
around.  They publish many of their videos on YouTube, and you can access them 
through their website. They are a nonprofit aiming to provide world-class education 
for anyone, anywhere. 
https://www.nobraintoosmall.co.nz/ Science study. 
https://www.oxfordlearning.com/complete-study-guide/ Learn about your learning 
style and the best way for you to study 
https://quizlet.com/ Make your own online questions and quiz, and share these with 
others. You can also use other members' quiz questions. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education An English website but still has useful notes and 
questions. Look at the KS2 work. 
Crash Course - YouTube Many different video lessons to watch. 
ed.ted.com/lessons Many different videos to watch 
http://worldseries.educationperfect.com/ This is a New Zealand site that has video 
lessons, notes and questions on all subjects. You need to pay to subscribe. 
https://www.mathsbuddy.co.nz/ A maths revision site; you may have to pay. 

 

 

https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.youtube.com/c/khanacademy
https://www.nobraintoosmall.co.nz/
https://www.oxfordlearning.com/complete-study-guide/
https://quizlet.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse
http://ed.ted.com/lessons
http://worldseries.educationperfect.com/
https://www.mathsbuddy.co.nz/


Year 7s are busy in the cooking room, and our 
seniors are halfway through their baking 
assessments. 

Ray and Luca from Year 7 are cooking up an 
aromatic spicy sausage pasta. 

Reed and Fynn are creating delicious biscuits. 

Meanwhile, our Year 13 hospitality students 
participated in the annual Battenberg cake 
challenge. Students worked hard to create the 
perfect Battenberg cake, with crisp, even square 
edges and striking colourways to catch the judge's 
eye. The bumblebee colourway was a surprise 
winner on the day, but everyone put together a 
competitive entry. 



Take a moment to read this excellent article from The Education Gazette 
“Kaikorai Valley College puts positivity into practice.” 

 

Last week, in 10Social Science, we bade farewell to two great students, Ollie and Andy. Ollie is off to another 
local school, and Andy is returning to Chongqing, China. Andy received a culinary treat and learned how to do 
Tim Tam slams with milk. 

Last week our Junior Assembly had the pleasure of enjoying the sounds of Jai Lockerbie-Bell, Trishav Sami, 
Declyn Harris, Lenix Gawn and Luca Canning, whose powers combined are the band "Mum Said No!"  They 
were a treat to listen to!

https://gazette.education.govt.nz/articles/kaikorai-valley-college-puts-positivity-into-practice/


 
 

Gateway 
George Canning is completing his Gateway placement at Brian Scott Motors, where 
he is gaining hands-on experience in the automotive industry. Here, he is pictured 
draining the oil from the sump of a Volkswagen Golf. 

Exploring Career Pathways with Tahatū 
Over the past week, Careers 
Advisor Mrs Beagley has 
been working with students 
in classes to explore career 
pathways, recommended 
subjects and prerequisites 
for future study. 
Students have been using 
Tahatū, the NZ Careers 
website, including its new 
Pathfinder feature, which 

helps students explore the steps involved in getting into different careers. 
Parents are encouraged to explore Tahatū with their child and discuss the careers they are interested in, along 
with the subjects and qualifications they may need to get there. 
Explore Pathfinder | Visit Tahatū – Careers website 

The Skills Institute Open Day 
The Skills Institute is hosting an Open Day next 
Wednesday, 4–6pm, for interested students and 
their whānau. 
This is a great opportunity to visit the facilities, 
meet staff and find out more about courses in 
Electrical, Plumbing, Health & Wellbeing, Nail 
Technology and Defence Force preparation. 
Students considering these areas are encouraged 
to make the most of this opportunity right here in 
our community. 
Students keen to take up this opportunity should 
email mabeagley@kvc.school.nz to register. 
 

New Zealand Defence Force Visit 
The New Zealand Defence Force recruitment team will be visiting KVC on 
Tuesday 8 September at 1pm to speak with 
interested Year 12 and 13 students. 

This is a great opportunity to find out more about the range of careers and 
pathways available within the Defence Force. Students who are interested are 
encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity and email 
mabeagley@kvc.school.nz to register. 

Otago Secondary Tertiary College (OSTC) Open Morning 
Students considering applying for OSTC next year have the opportunity to visit 

Otago Polytechnic and explore 
the courses on offer. 
Mrs Beagley will be taking a group of interested students for a 
tour on Friday 11 September at 10am, providing a chance to 
see the facilities and find out more about the different study 
options available. 
Students keen to take up this opportunity should email 
mabeagley@kvc.school.nz to register.  

e: mabeagley@kvc.school.nz
w: https://kvc.careerwise.school/

https://tahatu.govt.nz/plan-your-future/path-finder?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://tahatu.govt.nz/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
mailto:mabeagley@kvc.school.nz
mailto:mabeagley@kvc.school.nz
mailto:mabeagley@kvc.school.nz
mailto:mabeagley@kvc.school.nz
https://kvc.careerwise.school/


 
 
Winter sport has now finished and last Saturday our Senior and Junior netball 
teams were both in finals in their grades. The seniors won 29-13 vs LPHS Snr 
Kiwi, and the Juniors won 20-7 vs SHCS 9 Pulse. 
A special thanks to Mrs. Sharolyn Isaacs, who has devoted hours to our netball girls, coaching them throughout 
the season.  

Our Snr A Boys Basketball Team lost their A2 final by 1 point! It was a great game, and the boys should be very 
proud of themselves. A massive thanks to Mr. Campbell Johnstone, who has been coaching these boys for the 
past few years. Campbell puts a tremendous amount of time and effort into this team, and we are all very 
appreciative. We wish them well in their upcoming tournament here in Dunedin next week. The team will 
compete in the NZ Basketball Southern Region Cup. 

Thank you to all staff, students and community helpers who have made sport possible for our KVC students.  

Last week, the Extreme Sports Club had a fantastic time at the skate park by the sea. The students enjoyed 
practising their skating skills, trying new tricks, and encouraging each other along the way. It was a fun, active 
experience, and everyone had a great time, enjoying the fresh air and beautiful surroundings.   

Mrs Theresa Johnson 

Sports Coordinator 

c: 027 543 4251 

e: sport@kvc.school.nz  
w: Sports Information 

mailto:sport@kvc.school.nz
https://www.kvcollege.co.nz/sports-information-and-draws
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THE 2026 KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE SCHOOL YEAR 
TERM START DATE END DATE 

Term 1 (10 weeks) 28 January 2 April 

Term 2 (11 weeks) 20 April 3 July 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 20 July 25 September 

Term 4 (9 weeks) 12 October 8 December 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR 
DATE HOLIDAY 
Monday 26 October Labour Day 



 A small population of Mammoths survived on Wrangel Island 
until 1650 BC, about 900 years after the construction of the 
Great Pyramid of Giza was completed. 

 In Oklahoma, it's against the law to read a comic book while 
driving. 

 There's a type of shrimp called an alpheidae, which has 
snapping pincers. When it snaps, said pincers can produce 
sonoluminescence (an emission of short bursts of light from 
imploding bubbles in a liquid when excited by sound), which 
can reach temperatures over 5,000 K (4,700 °C). In 
comparison, the surface of the sun is around 5,500 °C.  

 It’s impossible to hum while holding your nose. 
 Spam mail got its name from the canned meat after a Monty 

Python skit that made fun of Spam as tasting “horrible and 
being ubiquitous and inescapable”. 

 Your tiny toe or finger is called minimus. 
 A group of horses will not go to sleep at the same time – at 

least one of them will stay awake to look out for the others. 
 Geomelophagia is the urge to eat raw potatoes. 
 The least common day to be born on is 22 May. 
 In Minnesota, crossing state lines with a duck on your head 

is not permitted. 
 All mammals get goosebumps. When hair stands on end, tiny 

muscles contract at each hair's base, distorting the skin to 
create goosebumps. This process is called piloerection. 

 Seeing someone else yawn automatically triggers the brain to 
perceive a lack of oxygen and prompts the need to yawn to 
compensate for that loss. 

 A group of rattlesnakes is called a rhumba 
 If Betelgeuse exploded right now, the star’s last light show 

would brighten our sky for around two months. 
 Didaskaleinophobia is the fear of school or going to school. 
  

z
Kaikorai Valley 

The Kaikorai Valley College PTA Group 
is a small group of parents who support 
the College by: 

✓ running the Second-Hand Uniform 
Shop. The contact for the second-
hand uniform shop is Karen 
Crawford. Please TEXT 021 212 
8473 to make an appointment to 
view and purchase uniform items. 

✓ fundraising to buy resources and 
equipment 

✓ organising afternoon teas and 
suppers for school events 

✓ Raffles 

It isn't a huge commitment, and the 
group welcomes new members. 

If you are interested and would like to 
help, don't hesitate to get in touch with 
Mr Stewart Tagg, our Assistant Principal 
for Year 9 and 10 students, at 
sttagg@kvc.school.nz 
or call the school  on 
03 453 6035. 

Words must be FOUR letters long or more 

and needs to contain the letter B 
Your list should have one 9-letter word. Proper names 

and non-English words are not allowed. 
Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

29 words = good; 37 words = great; 52 words = 
excellent; 68 words = outstanding! 

Puzzlegram answers: gent, gien, gite, gone, ping, pong 
nope open pein pent peon pine pint pion poet pone tipi 
tope topi, genip gipon oping pengo piing pingo inept 
netop opine petit petti petto pinot pinto piton pitot 
point, epigon opting pieing pigeon toping pinite pointe 
potent tiepin tinpot tiptoe, epigoni petting pitting 
potting, petition 

TIPTOEING

mailto:sttagg@kvc.school.nz


  



  



  

https://www.discgolfscene.com/tournament/New_Zealand_Disc_Golf_Junior_Series_2026_Dunedin_Event


 

2026 AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER PARENTING THROUGH SEPARATION COURSES 
AUGUST 
Onsite Saturday 29 August 9am-1pm, Methodist Mission Offices, 55 Hanover St, Dunedin Central 
(1st floor, above Bargain Chemist) 

SEPTEMBER 
Onsite Saturday 5 September 9am-1pm, Methodist Mission Offices, 55 Hanover St, Dunedin 
Central (first floor, above Bargain Chemist) 

Online Saturday 12 August 9am-1pm 

Onsite Saturday 19 September 9am-1pm, Methodist Mission Offices, 55 Hanover St, Dunedin 
Central (1st floor, above Bargain Chemist) 

Online Wednesday 23 September 10am-2pm 

Sharon Singer | Kairuruku Mātua te Tamaiti | PTS Service Coordinator 
M: 021 279-2116 | P: 0800 787 268 



 
 
 



 


