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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT 
Kia ora koutou 

The Ministry of Education is proposing significant changes to the National Certificate of 
Educational Achievement (NCEA). Below, I have summarised the rationale for the 
various changes and what is being proposed to replace the current system. 

Why is NCEA Changing 
Inconsistency and Credibility Issues: NCEA's current flexibility can lead to students 
gaining qualifications without mastering essential skills, and there is significant variability 
in how subjects are taught from school to school. This makes it difficult for employers 
and tertiary educators to understand what an NCEA qualification truly represents and, 
more importantly, how much learning a student is exposed to in each subject varies from 
school to school. 

"Credit Counting": Some students disengage once they have accumulated enough credits, and there are no clear 
guidelines on which standards must be met for a subject or qualification. This means many students opt out of end-of-
year examinations. 
Curriculum Alignment: The current system often sees NCEA standards driving teaching rather than being driven by a 
strong national curriculum. 

Key Proposed Changes: 
Working with Industry on Vocational Education and Training (VET) Subjects: 

• Change: Integrate clear, consistent VET subjects into senior secondary qualifications, developed in partnership 
with industry experts (e.g., Industry Skills Boards). These subjects will consist of coherent sets of skill 
standards. 

• Reason: To strengthen the value and credibility of vocational learning, providing clearer pathways for students 
into industry qualifications or employment. This aims to ensure VET learning is relevant to real post-school 
opportunities. 

Introducing a New Foundational Award and National Senior Secondary Qualifications: 
• Change: A new Foundational Award for literacy and numeracy (or te reo matatini and pāngarau) will be 

introduced in Year 11 (replacing the current co-requisite from 2028). NCEA Level 1 will be removed after 2027. 
New qualifications, the New Zealand Certificate of Education (for Year 12, effective from 2029) and the New 
Zealand Advanced Certificate of Education (for Year 13, effective from 2030), will be introduced. 

• Reason: To allow Year 11 students to focus on foundational skills before high-stakes assessments in Years 12 
and 13. The Foundational Award will provide employers with a clear understanding of a school-leaver's 
fundamental skills. This also aligns with international practices. 

Shifting to a Structured and Subject-Based Approach with Required Subjects: 
• Change: Achievement will focus on mastery across whole subjects, with external and internal assessments 

aggregated to an overall grade (e.g., scored out of 100). Year 11, 12 and 13 students will generally be required 
to take five subjects. 

• Reason: To ensure coherent and consistent learning programmes, making it easier for employers and tertiary 
providers to understand students' knowledge and skills. This also aims to prevent students from unintentionally 
limiting their post-school options too early as well as ensuring each student across the country gets the same 
learning programme. 

Strengthening Achievement Requirements: 
• Change: To achieve the new qualifications, students must earn a passing grade in at least four subjects. Terms 

like 'Excellence' and 'Achieved' will be replaced with more detailed subject marking. High-achieving students 
can still receive an overall qualification endorsement (e.g. 'with distinction'). 

• Reason: To increase consistency in assessment, incentivise students to study throughout the year, and provide 
a clearer understanding of students' skills and knowledge for educators and employers. 

mailto:office@kvc.school.nz
http://www.kvcollege.co.nz/


 

Below is an example of what a student's Record of Achievement may look like: 

Timeline for Implementation (Subject to Cabinet Agreement): 

• 2028: NCEA Level 1 removed; Foundational Award introduced. 

• 2029: New Zealand Certificate of Education (Year 12) introduced, replacing NCEA Level 2. 

• 2030: New Zealand Advanced Certificate of Education (Year 13) introduced, replacing NCEA Level 3. 

• Students who are currently in Year 9 (in 2025) will continue under the existing NCEA system. 

• Students who are currently in Year 8 (in 2025) will begin learning under the new curriculum from 2026 and will 
be assessed under the new award and qualifications starting in 2028 

Ngā Mihi Nui 

 
Jatin Bali 
Principal 



SENIOR ASSESSMENT WEEK 8 - 12 SEPTEMBER 
Year 11 - 13 students will be: 
* Sitting practice NCEA exams to prepare for the final exams next term.  
* Sitting their literacy and numeracy co-requisite exams (CAA) — these are real NCEA exams, not practice exams. 
* Working on completing internal assessments for practical subjects.  
 
Each student will have a unique schedule based on their subjects and the exams they are sitting. Students are 
only required to be at school for the times listed in the timetable below that are relevant to their subjects. They 
may wear warm and appropriate clothing. 
 
Please ensure students bring their own stationery and a calculator for their exams. If your child has a digital exam, 
they should arrive at school with a fully charged device, as our supply of loan devices is limited.  
 
Students have already received a booklet containing this timetable, a study template, and helpful study hints. To 
ensure they perform to the best of their ability, it is important that they begin studying for these exams now.  
 

2025 Assessment Week Timetable 
 

Monday 8 
September 

Tuesday 9 
September 

Wednesday 10 
September 

Thursday 11 
September 

Friday 12 
 September 

Year 11 Morning:  8:40 am - 11:40 am  

CAA exam Writing 
Seniors Hall 
 
ENG101.WM Hall 
2 hrs digital 
 
ENG101.FI Hall 2  
hrs digital 
 

HIS100.CJ Hall 3hrs 
digital 
 
TEM100.SP D3/WS  
2 hrs 
 
TET100.WB D7  
2 hrs 
 
PED100.HS E4  
2 hrs 

CAA exam Numeracy 
Seniors Hall 
 
MAT100.CM Hall  
3 hrs 
 

CAA exam Reading 
Seniors Hall 
 
ENG100.WM Hall  
3 hrs 
 
ENG100.CJ Hall  
3 hrs 
 
ESOL100.SR E13  
2 hrs 

DIG100.DJ E5 
2hrs 
 
JAP100.LA Lib  
3 hrs digital 
 
TEW100.VA D9/WS 
2 hrs 
 
DVC100.SP D3  
2 hrs 
 
ART100.CA E3 
3 hrs 

 

Year 11 Afternoon: 12:50 pm - 3:50 pm  

SCI100.KC Hall 
1.5 hrs 
 
SCI100.CG Hall  
1.5 hrs 
 
SCI100.BA Hall 1.5 
hrs 
 
SCI100.CG.B Hall 
1.5 hrs 

HSS100.C.HC D8 
2 hrs 
 
DRA100.CK S3 
2 hrs 

MAT100.DA E7 
2 hrs 

GEO100.MC Hall 
2 hrs 
 
HSS100.E..HC D8 
3 hrs 
 
DVC100.SP D3 
2 hrs 

PED100.ST E4  
2 hrs digital 
 
MAO100.TR C7 
1.5 hrs 

 

 

 

http://eng101.fi/
http://mat100.cm/
http://esol100.sr/
http://dig100.dj/
http://jap100.la/
http://tew100.va/
http://art100.ca/
http://sci100.cg/
http://sci100.ba/
http://dra100.ck/
http://geo100.mc/
http://ped100.st/
http://mao100.tr/


Year 12 Morning: 8:45 am - 11:45 am  

BIO200.AS Hall 1.5 
hrs 
 
DRA200.CK Hall 
1.5 hrs 
 
GE0200.JB Hall 
3 hrs 
 
TEW200.VA 
D9/Wshop 
2 hrs 
 
ESOLUF.MS E12 
2 hrs 

ENG200.FI Hall 
3 hrs digital 
 
ENG200.WM Hall 
3 hrs digital 
 

PHY200.GC Hall 
3 hrs 
 
MAT200.BA Hall 
3 hrs 
 
MED200.JB Hall 
2 hrs digital 
 

HIS200.WM Hall 3 
hrs digital 
 
MAO200.TR Hall  
3 hrs digital 
 
ESOL200.E.SR E13 
2 hrs 

CHE200.KC Hall 
3 hrs 
 
PED200.RE Gym 2 
hrs 
 
DVC200.F. SP D3 
2 hrs 
 

 

 

Year  12 Afternoon: 12:50 pm - 3:50 pm  

APA200.CAE3 
3 hrs 
 
AP0200.CA E3 
3 hrs 
 
ADES200.CA E3 
3 hrs 
 
TET200.WB D7  
2 hrs  

MAT200.CM Hall 
3 hrs 

HSS200.HC D8  
2 hrs 
 
TEM200.SP D3/WS  
2 hrs 

JPN200.LA Lib  
3 hrs 

DVC200.E.SP D3 
2 hrs 
 
DIG200.DJ E5 2 hrs 
 
ESOL200.F.SR E13 
2 hrs 

 

 

Year 13 Morning: 8:45 am - 11:45 am   

GEO300.JB Hall  
3 hrs 
 
DRA300.CK Hall 
1.5 hrs 
 
CHE300.CM Hall 3 
hrs 
 
JPN300.LA Lib 
3 hrs 

ENG300.TS Hall  
3 hrs digital 
 
TEW300.VA D9 
2 hrs 
 
ESOL-TAT.SR E13 
3 hrs 
 

BIO300.KC Hall 
3 hrs 
 
HSS300.HC D8  
3 hrs 
 

MED300.JB Hall 
2 hrs digital  

MAC300.MY Hall 
3 hrs 
 
MAS300.LO Hall  
3 hrs 
 

 

 

Year 13 Afternoon: 12:50 pm - 3:50 pm  

TET300.WB D7 
2hrs 

PED300.HS E4  
2hrs 
 
HIS300.WM Hall  
3hrs digital 
 
PHY300.CG Hall  
3 hrs 

TEM300.SP D3/WS  
2hrs 
 
ESOL300.SR E13  
2hrs 

APA300.CA E3  
3 hrs 
 
APO300.CA E3 
3 hrs 
 
ASC300.CA E3  
3 hrs 

DVC300.SP D3  
2 hrs 
 
DIG300.DJ E5  
2 hrs 

 

 

 
 

http://bio200.as/
http://dra200.ck/
http://tew200.va/
http://esoluf.ms/
http://eng200.fi/
http://eng200.wm/
http://phy200.gc/
http://mat200.ba/
http://med200.jb/
http://his300.wm/
http://mao200.tr/
http://esol200.e.sr/
http://che200.kc/
http://ped200.re/
http://dvc200.sp/
http://apa200.ca/
http://ap0200.ca/
http://ades200.ca/
http://tet200.wb/
http://mat200.cm/
http://hss200.hc/
http://tem200.sp/
http://jpn200.la/
http://dvc300.sp/
http://dig200.dj/
http://esol200.f.sr/
http://geo300.jb/
http://dra300.ck/
http://che300.cm/
http://jpn300.la/
http://eng300.ts/
http://tew300.va/
http://esol-tat.sr/
http://hss300.hc/
http://med300.jb/
http://mac300.my/
http://mas300.lo/
http://tet300.wb/
http://ped300.hs/
http://his300.wm/
http://phy300.cg/
http://tem200.sp/
http://esol300.sr/
http://apa300.ca/
http://apo300.ca/
http://asc300.ca/
http://dvc300.sp/
http://dig200.dj/


 

 
KVC BIOLOGISTS HAVE AN EXCITING DAY AT THE COAST! 

Our Year 12 Biology students recently swapped the classroom 
for the coast during an unforgettable trip to the Portobello 
Marine Studies Centre. The day was filled with hands-on 
learning, exciting discoveries, and fascinating wildlife 
encounters! 

Students explored the rocky shore, actively applying the 
knowledge they had learned in the classroom. They 
enthusiastically collected and identified marine creatures, 
from tiny crabs to slimy seaweed, while also measuring water 
temperature and salinity. Their teamwork and curiosity shone 
through as they collaborated to collect data, showing that 
learning becomes much more engaging when you're immersed 
in rock pools! 

The trip's highlight was visiting the Otago Peninsula Eco Restoration 
Alliance (OPERA). We were fortunate to see a rare, yellow-eyed penguin up 
close—a magical experience that highlighted conservation efforts 
happening right in our region. 

The students' positive attitude and teamwork made KVC proud. They 
returned with memorable experiences, valuable data for their internal 
assessments, and a deeper appreciation for marine life and conservation. 
It was a fantastic day of exploration, and we look forward to seeing how they 
will use the data they gathered in their future work! 

 

  ACTIVITIES 
 
 



 
 

Interactive Careers Website - Tahatū   
Tahatū is New Zealand’s new career website. It has been designed to 
provide your rangatahi with an easier way to explore careers, receive 
advice, and access information. All schools across the motu will be 
using Tahatū to help students confidently find their way from school to 
the workplace. By taking some time to explore Tahatū, you can help 
them as they navigate their way toward an exciting future. 
Tahatu.govt.nz 
Over the past two 
weeks, students from 

Years 10–12 have been learning about Tahatū and discovering some 
of its features to help them with their subject selections. They have 
used the “Interest quiz” to help find their interests and explore future 
careers that align with them. 
A helpful section is  Choosing NCEA subjects  

Students Explore Tech Careers with ShadowTech 
Two weeks ago, a group of students took part in the ShadowTech 
programme at Deloitte in Otago House. The event provided students with 
the opportunity to explore careers in technology and acquire new skills. 
During the morning, students participated in a hands-on workshop where 
they learned about web programming with HTML and CSS, gaining insight 
into how websites are created and how creative technology can be 
applied. 
They also heard from several women working in IT, who spoke about their 
career paths, the nature of their jobs, and what a typical day looks like in 
the tech industry. 
It was an excellent opportunity for students to learn more about the world 

of tech and consider new career possibilities. 

CareerWise Website 

Several informative events are coming up that 
students and parents need to be aware of, such as 
Telford Taster Camps. This is an opportunity for 
students who are interested in agriculture, 
veterinary tech, or equine. Discover what it is like to 
live and learn at Telford. Dates 2 – 6 December.  
Careerwise 

 

 

 

 

OTAGO POLYTECHNIC WEBINAR 
An online information session for the Bachelor of Applied Science 2026 
will be held on Wednesday, 3 September, from 7pm to 8pm, with  

Gary Barclay and Kathryn van der Vliet 
If you have a passion for sports, exercise, or health, this webinar is the 
perfect chance to explore how we can help you 
turn that passion into a rewarding career. 
  

  CAREER MOVES 
 
 

http://www.tahau.govt.nz/
https://tahatu.govt.nz/school-and-ncea/doing-ncea/choosing-ncea-subjects
https://kvc.careerwise.school/


 
. 
 
It was finals week last week, and our KVC teams did very well. 

In the Miniball, the KVC Lakers won the Year 7 and 8 Mixed Grade Trophy for the first time in over 13 years. They went 
through the season unbeaten. Well done, Lakers!    

Both of our Year 7 and 8 Netball teams also won their 
respective grades. 

Congratulations to the KVC Year 8 Red Team and the KVC Year 
7and 8 Green Team. 

The Senior Boys A Basketball team has travelled to 
Invercargill this week to compete in the Basketball NZ 
Southern Regional Cup. 
Many thanks to our generous sponsors for their 

support of our boy: 
ProCivil  

Keep It Clean - Farm Brands NZ Ltd (no logo) 

Bluff Proteins Limited 

Apollo Fund  

Many thanks also to Grassroots Trust for their funding for our accommodation, and to the local venues, Concord Inn 
and Barrel Brothers. 

 
  

  SPORTS NEWS 
 
 

Bluff Proteins Limited 



 

 

KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE 2025 YEAR DATES 

TERM DATES 
TERM START DATE END DATE 
Term 1 (10 weeks) 31 January 11 April 
Term 2 (9 weeks) 28 April 27 June 
Term 3 (10 weeks) 14 July 19 September 
Term 4 (10 weeks) 6 October 9 December 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR 
DATE HOLIDAY 
Thursday 6 February Waitangi Day (observed) 
Monday 24 March Otago Anniversary Day 
Friday 18 April (falls in the school holidays) Good Friday 
Monday 21 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Monday 
Tuesday 22 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Tuesday 
Friday 25 April (falls in the school holidays) ANZAC Day 
Monday 2 June King’s Birthday 
Friday 20 June Matariki 
Monday 27 October Labour Day 

 NOTICES AND OTHER INFORMATION 

29 August OPSSA Otago Cross Country 
1-12 September Lit/Num exams fortnight Year 11 
5 September OPSSA Otago Cross Country (backup day) 
8-12 September Level 2/3 Digi CAA week 
8-12 September Senior Assessment Week 
8-19 September Lit/Num exams fortnight Year 10 
10 September Board and Staff Election date 
17 September Sports and Cultural Prize Giving 
19 September Last day of Term 3 
22 Sept - 5 Oct School Holidays 

TERM 4 
6 October First day of Term 4 
6-10 October NCEA Literacy and Numeracy exam week 
6-10 October Digital Technology CAA week 
13-17 October Level 2/3 Digi CAA week 



KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE 
PTA GROUP 

The Kaikorai Valley College Parent Group 
is a small group that supports the 
College by: 
✓ running the Second-Hand Uniform 

Shop. The second-hand uniform 
shop contact is Karen Crawford. 
Please TEXT 021 212 8473 to make 
an appointment to view and 
purchase uniform items. 

✓ providing funds to buy resources 
and equipment 

✓ organising afternoon teas and 
suppers for school events 

✓ Raffles 
 

It isn't a huge commitment, and the 
group would welcome new members. 

If you are interested and would like to 
help, don't hesitate to get in touch with 
Mr Stewart Tagg, our Assistant Principal 
for Year 9 and 10 students, at 
sttagg@kvc.school.nz 

or call the school  on 
03 453 6035. 

CURIOUS NOTIONS 
 Bottlenose dolphins are the only other species to have 

names for themselves. 
 Every step you take uses 200 different muscles in the 

body. 
 The printing press, which revolutionised the sharing of 

information, was invented by Gutenberg in about 1440. 
 Apricity - warmth of the winter sun. 
 If you cut down a saguaro cactus in Arizona, you can be 

charged with a class-4 felony and penalised with jail 
time. 

 A group of boars is called a sounder. 
 Thomas Edison invented an electric pen in 1876 that was 

later adapted to become the first tattoo machine in 1891. 
 The smallest thing ever photographed is the shadow of 

an atom. 
 Over 50% of pilots have admitted to falling asleep mid-

flight. Of these pilots, 29% reported that when they woke 
up, their co-pilot was also asleep. 

 Everyone you meet knows something that you don’t. 
 The atoms that make up everything here on Earth are the 

same atoms that have been used over and over again to 
make everything for the last 4.6 billion years. 

 Bees cannot fly at night.  
 In 1900, the world population was less than 1 billion. In 

1950, the world population was just over 3 billion. In 
2010, the world population was just under 7 billion. 
Today it is over 8.2 billion. 

 Lachanophobia is the fear of vegetables (true for many 
children). 

PUZZLEGRAM 

Words must be four letters or more and must contain the letter 

H 

Your list must have one 9-letter word. Proper names and non-
English words are not allowed. 

Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 
11 words = good; 25 words = great; 37 words = excellent; 46 

words; 53 = outstanding! 
Puzzlegram answers: cere, cero, cete, core, cote, cure, cute, 
ecru, eger, ergo, euro, goer, gore, gree, grue, ogee, ogre, rete, 
rote, roue, tore, tote, tree, tret, true, urge, cruet, curet, cuter, 
egret, erect, ergot, eruct, erugo, greet, octet, otter, outer, 
outre, recto, recut, rogue, rotte, rouge, route, terce, togue, 
torte, toter, truce, tutee, utter, cotter, couter, croute, cutter, 
getter, gutter, tercet, touter, cortege, curette 

COURGETTE 

mailto:sttagg@kvc.school.nz


MANA RANGATAHI ACTIVATOR PROGRAMME 
Southern Youth Development is an organisation 
dedicated to empowering young people in Ōtepoti, 
Dunedin, to become the next generation of leaders. 

Southern Youth Development offers several 
programmes that help young people develop new 
skills and try new experiences. Mana Rangatahi 
Activator is a programme designed for students aged 
16-18 who want to build their leadership and 
entrepreneurial skills. It's a great opportunity for them 
to meet new people and turn their ideas into reality. 

Southern Youth Development has rolling applications 
for this programme. Here is a registration link for 
interested students:  
https://innov8hq.typeform.com/to/ZoheHU5Y. 
More information about the programme. 
https://syd.org.nz/programmes/mana-rangatahi-
activator/ 

https://innov8hq.typeform.com/to/ZoheHU5Y.
https://syd.org.nz/programmes/mana-rangatahi-activator/
https://syd.org.nz/programmes/mana-rangatahi-activator/


NEW BEE CARD FARE FROM 29 SEPTEMBER 
The free fare for children aged 5-12 years will end from 29 September, and they will now pay $1.50. The fare 
for youth aged 13-18 years in Dunedin will increase from $1.20 to $1.50, and the adult fare will increase from 
$2 to $2.50. 
All these fares need a registered Bee Card to take advantage of discounts. 
Cash fares remain unchanged at $3. 
5-12 years 

• Free fare for children aged 5–12 will end 
• New fare with a Bee Card will be $1.50 
• New cash fare will be $3. 

13-18 years  
• New fare with a Bee Card will be $1.50 
• Cash fare will remain $3  

Adults (19+)  
• New fare will be $2.50 with a Bee Card 
• Cash fare will remain $3. 

ORC is updating fares to meet new central government funding rules. 
We invite you to pop into an ORC office or a Bee Card retailer to pick up a Bee Card before 29 September, or 
ask your bus driver for one – and remember to register it at www.beecard.co.nz. 
More information on fare changes at www.orc.govt.nz/fares.  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.beecard.co.nz&d=DwQGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=Kaxufxf7Sg186oS2AQj3PK8U2X8d96O6va_z1TzJ7nU&m=sYbu6kq0v_yp5uxbFNULJ7VoiY_1fSbsumRWJzLO84xmsq1n72sOB1d4WOyduwNR&s=IbFKMbeqQWIKsmHFZKoKNTr894y_-JMxNyoso8SQppo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.orc.govt.nz_fares&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=Kaxufxf7Sg186oS2AQj3PK8U2X8d96O6va_z1TzJ7nU&m=sYbu6kq0v_yp5uxbFNULJ7VoiY_1fSbsumRWJzLO84xmsq1n72sOB1d4WOyduwNR&s=P-GrYK0PWdXne1e4aMuT_i0X5kTbjqAbpcfg9i7j07k&e=


LOVE TENNIS DAY 
When: Sunday 7 September 2025 (10am-2pm) 
Where: Balmacewen Tennis Club (125 Balmacewen Road, 
Maori Hill - At Otago Golf Club) 
Love Tennis is Tennis NZ's annual event, where tennis clubs 
around the country open their 
doors and courts to their community. 
Bring the whole family and give tennis a go for FREE. 
• There will be fun activities, including a BBQ and 

giveaways. 
• We will have games/ coaching for all ages and abilities – 

no experience necessary to give tennis a go...for FREE! 
• On the day, discounted offers to join the club and/or 

coaching 
• Meet some of the Balmacewen Tennis Club members 
We would love to see you, everyone is welcome! Can't make 
it? Please check us out on our website. 
https://clubspark.kiwi/BalmacewenTennisClub 

 
  

https://clubspark.kiwi/BalmacewenTennisClub


 



 


