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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT 
Kia ora koutou 

As we near the end of the term, I want to take a moment to commend our 
students for their focus and dedication. Walking through the school and 
visiting classrooms over the past week, I have been impressed by the high 
level of engagement. Our students are working hard across all areas, 
including academics, group work, the arts, and physical activities.  There is a 
wonderful energy around the school, and it is a joy to see their efforts paying 
off. 

As I mentioned in the previous newsletter, while our teachers work to support 
your children during the school day, education is not a solo venture but a 
partnership. Strong, open communication between home and school is 
incredibly important for a student’s success at school. 

When we share insights, celebrate achievements, and address challenges 
together, we create a consistent support network. This collaborative approach ensures that students feel 
secure, motivated, and understood. 

A vital part of the home-school communication is our upcoming Parent-Teacher Interviews. These meetings are 
a fantastic opportunity to discuss in more depth what your child’s teachers wrote in the reports you will receive 
late next week. They also allow you to gain deeper insights into your child's strengths, areas for improvement, 
and attitude at school. 

To help you get the most out of these conversations, it can be helpful to arrive with a few targeted questions. 
Here are a few questions to consider asking your child's teachers: 

● Academic Progress: "What are my child’s biggest strengths in this subject, and which areas need the 
most development?" 

● Engagement & Attitude: "How well does my child participate in class discussions, and do they manage 
their time effectively?" 

● Support & Extension: "What can we be doing at home to best support or extend their learning right 
now?" 

● Social-Emotional Wellbeing: "How do they interact with their peers, and do they seem comfortable 
and confident in class?" 

The Parent/Teacher interviews will be held on Tuesday, 30 June, from 3.00pm to 7.00pm in the Hall, with 5 
minutes allocated to each subject.  Students are encouraged to attend these interviews with you. 
Normal classes will be held on this day until 12.35pm, when school will end to allow time for interview 
preparation. 
In preparation for the interview, please read your child’s written reports, which will be available to you later in 
the week. Please also discuss the progress your child has made toward their goals for the year.  
Please book interviews only with your student's subject teachers. 
Click the link to make your bookings: https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code/vtjrp. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the office. 
We strongly encourage all parents and caregivers to attend the upcoming interviews. Thank you for your 
continued support. 

Ngā mihi nui 

Jatin Bali 
Principal  
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Ex-KVC Legend Neil Mackenzie, a former NZ age-group coach and National League goalkeeper, returned to 
his old stomping ground to offer some tips to our goalkeepers. 



A number of KVC students are participating in the World Vision 
40 Hour Challenge this weekend. 
In addition, there is a sausage sizzle, Kahoot, and Jump Jam, 
all raising funds for this year's cause. 
If you would like to donate, please go to the following page: 
https://fundraise.worldvision.org.nz/s/21285/23309 

 

FactBeast Country Challenge
FactBeast Country Challenge is a fun and engaging 15-episode vodcast game 
series created, hosted, and produced by young people for young audiences. 
It is the first youth-led video series of its kind in New Zealand, providing a 
platform for young people to share 15 fascinating facts about their birth 
nation.  

FactBeast Country Challenge is currently seeking participants aged 9–19 for 
this project. 

If young people are interested in sharing fun facts about their country, they 
can register or submit an expression of interest using the link: 
https://forms.gle/jwQZdVuZtwv6gBHd6 

The project run by Ajax Banstola is also proudly supported by Otago Access 
Radio (OAR FM) and Allied Productions/Southern Television.  
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Outdoor Pursuits
Osbourne Tramp



Wingatui Tunnel Walk



Brathwaite Centre News  
 

FAM Have A Go Session 
Seven students participated in a Functional Adaptive Movement (FAM) 
Have-A-Go session at the NRG Gym in South Dunedin. Students enjoyed a 
range of activities, each adapted to meet their physical skills and 
requirements.  

The Gym 
By Omar Momani (Year 15) 
I went to the gym to exercise. It was fun. I liked skipping. 

The Big Sing 
By Bella Sinton (Year 11) 
The KVC Choir is called Valley Voices. After practising at school, we went in 
the school van to the Dunedin Town Hall for the choir competition. We sang 
Wairua o Tepuna, Sky Full of Stars, and Rain Has Fallen at The Big Sing in the 
town hall. My favourite song is Sky Full of Stars because I like the rhythm. 
After dinner, we sang this song as our choice in the evening Gala Concert. I 
liked the Toyota song by Otago Boys High School because it made me laugh, as it was a funny song. The judges 
told us about our singing and handed out certificates. Everyone clapped. I was proud. 

Students Leaders’ Morning Tea 
On Wednesday, June 17, Ashlee Walters (Special Education Leader) hosted a morning tea for the Student 
Leaders and some staff. Ashlee enlisted help from several other Centre students, who prepared food and 
helped set up the room. After Ashlee's speech, the Centre students performed a karakia and waiata. Everyone 
then enjoyed a delicious morning tea and the chance to chat. 
  



CA R E E R  M O V E S  

Year 12 Activities – Work Experience 
Sarah Mackenzie is exploring a career pathway into hairdressing through hands-on learning. This 
was Sarah’s last week at her work placement at Playhair in Green Island. Our thanks to Kelly at 
Playhair for supporting Sarah.  In addition to her placement, Sarah attends Otago Secondary 
Tertiary College (OSTC) each Friday for the Salon Skills course, which she is thoroughly enjoying.  

University of Otago: Scholarship Presentation 
Our University of Otago Liaison Advisor, Greg Heller, will be 
delivering a presentation for Year 13 students planning to study at 
Otago next year. The session will outline the scholarship 
application process and provide practical advice on writing a strong application. 
Where and When: Room D6 on Tuesday, 30 June at 1:00pm 
Interested students need to email mabeagley@kvc.school.nz to sign up. 

University of Otago: Student for a Day" 
For students intending to enrol at the University of Otago next year, or those still 
considering it, the "Student for a Day" programme offers an excellent opportunity to 
confirm their plans. Participants can tour the campus and shadow a first-year student 
- often a KVC student - to attend actual lectures in their area of interest. If you want a 
realistic look at university life, please see or email Mrs Beagley if you are interested in 
attending. 

University of Otago: Hands-On at Otago 2027 
For students considering studying at the 
University of Otago, the "Hands-On at 
Otago" programme offers a great 
opportunity to experience student life for 
a week in January 2027. A number of 
KVC students have attended this 
programme in the past and have really enjoyed the experience. 
Detailed information and links from the university are provided 
below. If students are interested in applying, please see or email 
Mrs Beagley at mabeagley@kvc.school.nz for assistance with 
their application. 

Otago Polytechnic: Design Presentation  
For students who are interested in how creativity can become a job. 
Interested students can attend a short kōrero with Otago Polytechnic 
School of Design Lecturer Angus Lewry to explore pathways in 
Fashion, Product, Communication, and Game Design.  
For students who love making, creating, helping people, or making 
positive change.  
Students can also get a glimpse of what Otago Polytechnic Design 
looks like here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_p71IH3a4k  
If students are interested in attending, please see or email Mrs 
Beagley, mabeagley@kvc.school.nz or Mr Stevens, pastevens@kvc.school.nz  
Where and When: Room D3 on Wednesday, 1 July at 1:00 pm 

Otago Polytechnic: Midwifery Online Information Session 
For students interested in learning about the Bachelor of Midwifery degree, Otago Polytechnic is hosting an 

online information session. This webinar covers the 
first steps toward entering a career in midwifery. 
Date and Time: 22 June at 7:00 pm 
Students must register via the Polytech website link 
below to secure a spot. 
https://www.op.ac.nz/explore/events-and-important-
dates/events/midwifery-online-information-session-june. 
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Congratulations to Azariah Hughes, who has been selected to try out for the Otago 

Spirit Women’s Rugby Team this Saturday. We wish you the very best of luck, 

Azariah! 

Sport’s Leader profile - Azariah Hughes 
Sports played: rugby, netball, rugby league, volleyball, handball, futsal 
Lessons: The biggest takeaway is the importance of leadership and being a role 
model. I have learned to lead by example and to show younger players how to work 
as a team. 
Role model: I hope my legacy is to inspire younger students to get involved in many 
sports, work hard, and take every opportunity. I also want to give back by coaching 
and umpiring junior teams and by sharing the skills and knowledge I have gained 
from being on Rep Teams. 

The Co-Ed Tournament is coming up at the end of this Term. It will take place at various venues on 
Thursday, July 2, with games throughout the day from 9am to 2.30pm. It involves all of the Co-Ed schools 
around Dunedin and promises a great day of fun competition. We have entered basketball, netball, 
football, badminton, and hockey. Teams are by selection, so all those involved should have received a 
permission form to complete. 
Basketball and netball will be held at the Edgar Centre. 
Football will be at the Logan Park Turf, and hockey will be at 
the MacMillan Hockey Turf. Badminton will be held in the 
Bayfield High School Gym. Players will need to arrange their 
own transportation to and from the venue. 

Several students have been asking about KVC Hoodies. They 
will be on offer again soon. I am waiting for a confirmed price. 
Keep an eye on your inbox for an email in the coming days. 

KVC has three students playing ice hockey 
with the Queen’s High School Team, the ‘Ice 
Queens’. They played on Wednesday 
evening at the Ice Stadium against John 
McGlashan College B. 
It was a close game, with JMC taking it out 
in the last minute for a 3-2 win. 
This is an example of how we can offer 
minority sports to our students and 
collaborate with other schools to make 
these experiences possible. 
Our players are Iseult Wonner from 
Belgium, Chantal Kistler from Germany, and 
Year 9 student Declan Seyb. They are all 
really enjoying playing a new sport. 

  
Mrs Theresa Johnson 

Sports Coordinator 

c: 027 543 4251 

e: sport@kvc.school.nz 

w: Sports Information 

mailto:sport@kvc.school.nz
https://www.kvcollege.co.nz/sports-information-and-draws
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THE 2026 KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE SCHOOL YEAR 
TERM START DATE END DATE 

Term 1 (10 weeks) 28 January 2 April 

Term 2 (11 weeks) 20 April 3 July 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 20 July 25 September 

Term 4 (9 weeks) 12 October 8 December 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR 
DATE HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 6 February Waitangi Day 

Monday 23 March Otago Anniversary Day 

Friday 3 April Good Friday 

Monday 6 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Monday 

Tuesday 7 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Tuesday 

Monday 27 April (observed) ANZAC Day 

Monday 1 June King’s Birthday 

Friday 10 July (falls in the school holidays) Matariki 

Monday 26 October Labour Day 

  



 An estimated 50% of all gold ever mined on Earth came 
from a single plateau in South Africa: Witwatersrand. 

 Owls do not have spherical eyeballs. Instead, they 
possess eye tubes. 

 Bi-weekly has two different definitions: Twice a week or 
once every two weeks. 

 The mongoose is one of those rare animals that are 
immune to a snake’s venom. 

 The Gaelic word for England (Sasainn) and the Welsh 
word for English (Saesneg) both derive from the word 
"Saxon", aka, the Anglo-Saxons who lived in England 
before 1066. 

 A group of kangaroos is called a troop. 
 Philodox means a person who loves their own opinion. 
 The polka-dot tree frog (Hypsiboas punctatus) glows 

bright green under ultraviolet (UV) light. This 
phenomenon is called biofluorescence (where they 
absorb light and re-emit it) It helps them stand out clearly 
in twilight to communicate and find mates. 

 Originally, Coca-Cola was green. 
 The average Toyota coming off the assembly line today 

has more computing power than the entire Apollo project 
had at its disposal.  

 Australia has the wildest camels in the world. There is a 
town in the Northern Territory of Australia that was raided 
by 6,000 wild camels.  

 The length between your wrist and your elbow is the 
same length as your foot. 

 Chrometophobia is the fear of spending money. 
  

The Kaikorai Valley College PTA Group is 
a small group of parents who support 
the College by: 
✓ running the Second-Hand Uniform 

Shop. The contact for the second-
hand uniform shop is Karen 
Crawford. Please TEXT 021 212 
8473 to make an appointment to 
view and purchase uniform items. 

✓ fundraising to buy resources and 
equipment 

✓ organising afternoon teas and 
suppers for school events 

✓ Raffles 

It isn't a huge commitment, and the 
group welcomes new members. 

If you are interested and would like to 
help, don't hesitate to get in touch with 
Mr Stewart Tagg, our Assistant Principal 
for Year 9 and 10 students, at 
sttagg@kvc.school.nz 
or call the school  on 
03 453 6035. 

Words must be FOUR letters long or more 

and needs to contain the letter D 
Your list should have one 9-letter word. Proper names and 

non-English words are not allowed. 
Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

24 words = good; 32 words = great; 46 words = excellent; 
55 words = outstanding! 

Puzzlegram answers: upcurls, sulphur, uphurls, surculi, 
upcurl, piculs, uphurl, churls, uprush, chirus, picul, sculp, 
churl, lurch, plush, schul, sulph, chiru, crush, cuish, lupus, 
pulus, curli, curls, pilus, pulis, purls, slurp, sulci, usurp, cursi, 
hilus, hurls, puris, sirup, suhur, shiur, cups, cusp, scup, chur, 
cush, huic, hups, pruh, pulu, push, such, curl, plus, puli, puls, 
purl, scul, crus, curs, hurl, lush, puir, puri, purs, rucs, scur, 
shul, spur, uric, urps, huis, rhus, rush, sulu, ulus, lurs, slur, urus 

SULPHURIC
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Planetarium Show at Otago 

Museum 

Explore the stories and traditions behind 
Matariki with a special edition of our Night Sky 
Live show, followed by a screening of Mārama 
ā Whetū: Light of the Stars. 
Night Sky Live – Matariki Edition (15 minutes). 
One passionate science communicator will 
provide live commentary as you venture into 
space. They'll also introduce you to the star 
cluster Matariki and show you how to find it in 
the night sky. 

Mārama ā Whetū: Light of the Stars (30 minutes) 
This captivating show tells the story of the Polynesian 
explorers who discovered Aotearoa, New Zealand, and their 
incredible feats of navigation. You’ll be immersed in Māori lore 
and legends related to the southern night sky and shown some 
of this country’s most significant astronomical features. 
Gather your whānau and friends, grab your tickets, and 
prepare to be enchanted by the stories of the stars! 
Restricted to ages 3 and up. 
Children under 14 must be accompanied by an adult. 
Various Sessions Daily from 4 July, See Schedule Below at the 
Tūhura Planetarium. 
Adults $15, Concession $12, Children $9 - Bookings Here 
  

https://otagomuseum.nz/whats-on/marama-a-whetu-and-night-sky-live


LEGO Robotics Workshop: FIRST LEGO League Future Edition 
Hands-on Workshop 
LEGO has just released the new Computer Science and AI 
robotics kit! Come and explore this new robotics tool in a 
fun, interactive workshop with Harrison and Adam, 
members of the award-winning US robotics team Wolfpack 
Machina. 
In August 2025, Harrison and Adam taught robotics 
workshops at Tūhura Otago Museum, leading to the 
formation of nine new FIRST LEGO League (FLL) teams. One 
of these teams won the FIRST LEGO League New Zealand 
Championship and then represented New Zealand at the 
World Championship in the United States in April 2026. 
The workshop is open to participants ages 9 and up. 
Participants under 14 must be accompanied by a parent or 
legal guardian. 
Note: 
The same workshop is being offered on Friday, 16 July. 
FLL New Zealand is happy to waive the FLL team fee and 
game set fee for new teams registering for the FLL Future 
Edition. Teams must, however, purchase their own LEGO Computer Science and AI kits. 
10am – 3pm, Thursday 16 July and Friday 17 July 
Postmaster Gallery, HD Skinner Annex 
Free – Bookings Essential 

High School Robotics Workshop: FIRST Tech Challenge 
Hands-on Workshop 
Come and build a FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) robot chassis with Harrison and Adam, members of an award-
winning FIRST Tech Challenge robotics team from the US. Work with Harrison and Adam to build, then drive, 
an FTC robot chassis. 
While there are over 20 FTC teams in New Zealand and 
over 9,000 worldwide, the Dunedin area does not yet 
have any FTC teams. 
Are you currently on a FIRSTⓇ LEGOⓇ League team and 
want to grow your skills to the next level? Do you like 
coding? Do you like building mechanical systems? Do 
you like computer-aided design? Do you like 3D printing? 
Would you be interested in getting an introduction to FTC 
robotics? 
If you answered yes to any of these questions, come to 
this workshop to get a first taste of what building and 
coding an FTC robot is all about! 
FTC New Zealand is looking to start teams in the Dunedin 
area and would like to talk with people interested in being 
on teams. 
Participants must be aged 13 and over. 
10am – 3pm, Saturday 18 July 
Postmaster Gallery, HD Skinner Annex 
Free – Bookings Essential 
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Habitat for Humanity would like to support any whānau 
who want to buy their first home. There are six new warm 
houses that have been built in Halfway Bush. 

Check out the information booklet HERE. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vSkf7AkLOLLdKpKxxWBel5Zw3c7ITuQn/view?usp=drive_link
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