
Reading aloud 
Reading aloud to your children is the most 
important thing you can do to help them 
become great readers and listeners. But 
most of all they will love you for doing it and 
will remember the times you read to them 
all their lives!  

Read aloud with your children every day,
10-15 minutes a day – it could be in three 
lots of five minutes.

It’s OK to read the 
same books over 
(and over!) again

Help your child

a reader
Talking helps children become readers too.
Share books together – chat about the 
pictures and what they make you wonder 
about.

Tell your children your family’s own stories 
and encourage them to tell them to you too.

Creating Readers: Services to Schools
For more about creating readers, resources 
and ideas visit the National Library’s Services 
to Schools website 
natlib.govt.nz/schools/reading-engagement

For help with schoolwork New Zealand school 
students can chat online with a real librarian 
at AnyQuestions between
1pm - 6pm weekdays.
anyquestions.govt.nz

 

Talking helps 

http://natlib.govt.nz/schools/reading-engagement 
http://anyquestions.govt.nz


Reading matters!

There is a lot you can do to be a 
reading role model:
•	 Read – books, magazines, comics, 

articles…let your kids see you reading
•	 Have other family / whānau members 

show how they read too. Boys especially 
need reading role models e.g. seeing dad 
read and dad reading to them

•	 Chat about what you’re reading and be 
interested in your child’s reading and 
books

•	 Take them to the public or school library

We learn to read by readingBe a reading superhero
Children read more when they have:
•	 time to read – build it into your routine, 

before school, after school, at bedtime, 
in the car…

•	 a place to read
•	 a variety of books, comics and 

magazines around –  ask your school 
library for books for your child and get 
LOTS from the public libraries too!

Reading is a basic life skill, essential for 
academic success and job opportunities. 
Reading for pleasure improves vocabulary, 
comprehension, ideas, empathy, 
imagination, health and social skills. 

Time and practice, 
little and often, and 
keep it FUN!

YOU are the most important 

person to help your child become 

a reader. You are the person they 

look up to and love the most

The virtuous
reading cycle

The more 
children enjoy 

reading

the more 
they read

The more 
they read, the 

better they 
read

The better 
they read, the 

more they 
enjoy reading

The virtuous 
reading cycle 


