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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT 
Kia ora koutou 

Last weekend, several of our students participated in the Rockquest.  All of our 
students performed exceptionally well, with one of our bands, Riot (Ethan Sinclair, 
Cody Te Ngahue-Forbes, Lassie Feil, Liam Dick), advancing to the regional finals, 
and Devine Talosaga Felise Emilio winning the regional competition and now 
advancing to the national finals. Well done to all our musicians, and special 
congratulations to those who progress to the next stages of the competition. 

You may have seen or read reports in the media about the changes to the secondary 
school qualifications.  The changes take effect from 2028 onwards, meaning that any 
student currently in Year 9 or below will be working towards the new qualification, 

while students in Year 10 or above will continue with NCEA.  Below is a timeline for implementing the changes. 

● 2028 – Foundational Award at Year 11 

● 2029 – NZ Certificate of Education (NZCE) at Year 12 

● 2030 – NZ Advanced Certificate of Education (NZACE) at Year 13 

The changes are substantial, with increased content in each subject and compulsory assessments, including 
examinations.  Within this updated framework, students will be expected to take at least five subjects in Years 
12 and 13. To successfully attain each qualification, students will need to pass at least three of these subjects, 
in addition to meeting the literacy and numeracy requirements established by the Year 11 Foundational Award. 

The new certificates will provide an overview of academic achievement by listing specific subjects passed and 
the corresponding grades. This move away from the current NCEA credit model towards a six-point grading 
system, ranging from A+ to E, with a minimum of a C required to pass any subject. 

The curriculum for Years 7-10 has also been changed, with changes in English and mathematics already 
implemented at these levels, while changes in other subjects are due to be implemented in 2027.  During Terms 
3 and 4, we will work towards updating our teaching programmes to align with the curriculum changes in Years 
7-10. This will ensure our students are prepared for the new qualification system in 2028 and beyond.   

Though the changes were formally announced this past week, we have been putting in place structures and 
programmes to help students meet the demands of the future qualifications framework.  Initiatives such as 
structured literacy have been implemented in Years 7 and 8, and some Year 9 and 10 English classes.  There 
are literacy and numeracy modules that students can take in Years 9 and 10 (in addition to compulsory English 
and maths classes) to boost their reading, writing, and mathematics.  As you know, we have also initiated a 
homework programme for all year levels.  Studying and reviewing work at home regularly is vital to passing 
examinations. This is why we initiated a homework policy for all year levels. We want our students to develop 
good habits of reviewing their work and studying regularly, so that when they do sit high-stakes examinations in 
Years 11-13, they are accustomed to the extra work and commitment required. 

As always, please reach out if you have any questions.   

Ngā mihi nui 

Jatin Bali 
Principal 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDING MEMBER 

Term 2 SchoolDocs Policy Review 
As we move into the heart of the year, we invite our staff and families to participate 
in the review of our Term 2 policies, now live on our SchoolDocs portal. This cycle 
focuses on critical areas of student safety and experiential learning, including 
Swimming Off-Site, Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC), EOTC Governance 
Roles and Responsibilities, and EOTC Risk Assessment and Management. 
Reviewing these policies is essential to ensuring our safety frameworks remain 
robust, practical, and aligned with our community's high expectations for student 
well-being. Your feedback helps us maintain a transparent environment where off-
site adventures and aquatic activities are managed with the highest level of care. 
How to Complete the Review 
Contributing your feedback is a simple, three-step process: 

1. Access SchoolDocs 
o SchoolDocs Link: https://www.schooldocs.co.nz/ 
o Select School: Kaikorai Valley College 
o Username: kvc 
o Password: pride 

2. Locate the Policy: Click on the ‘Current Review’ tab or use the search bar to find the specific EOTC or 
Swimming policies listed above. 

3. Submit Feedback: Read the policy, then click the red ‘Under Review’ flag in the top-right corner. Select 
your reviewer type (Parent, Staff, or Board), enter your comments, and click ‘Submit.’ We value your 
perspective in keeping our college a safe and adventurous place to learn! 

Mark Rogers, Presiding Member, KVC Board 
 

BILLETS URGENTLY REQUIRED! 
We’re excited to announce that Sakuragaoka High 
School, our long-standing sister school in Japan, will 
visit for a week towards the end of July. As part of our 
sister school relationship, students from Sakuragaoka 
will stay with KVC families during their visit to New 
Zealand. In return, when our KVC students visit Japan, 
they will stay with families from Sakuragaoka. 

Thank you to the families who have agreed to host a 
student in their homes. However, for the first time in 
35 years, we do not have enough families to host 
billets. At this stage, we urgently need to secure five 
more beds for students. 

Hosting an international student is a meaningful and 
enriching experience. The students are well-prepared 
and have a basic command of English, which helps 
them adjust to and engage with their surroundings 
during their stay. 

Each family will receive a $100 grocery voucher to help 
offset the cost of hosting a billet. 

If you can help, please collect a form from Mrs Potter 
and return it by email to japotter@kvc.school.nz, or in 
person, as soon as possible. If you have any 
questions, please don't hesitate to contact her at 
school at 453 6035 ext. 6. 

https://www.schooldocs.co.nz/
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KVC's awesome Rockquest students invited family and friends to a special pre-
show performance. It was a great opportunity to share their progress and 
perform in front of a supportive crowd. 
These students have been working incredibly hard, and it is really starting to 
show in their performances. 

Well done to The Crankers, Riot, Automatic Fretz, Rocky Road, Devine, Amber, 
and Zoe, who took part in Rockquest at the Taieri PAC. 

 
 



continued… 

Last Saturday, four bands, three solo acts, and one 
Tangata Beats performer represented the school at the 
2026 Smoke Free Rockquest, alongside several other 
schools. 

Students demonstrated immense pride, passion, and 
talent throughout the event, and it was fantastic to see 
the support they gave one another. Congratulations to 
our bands RIOT, The Clankers, Automatic Fretz, and 
Rocky Road. Well done also to our solo performers, 
Amber Hurring and Zoe Higgrave, along with our Tangata 
Beats participant, Devine Talosaga Felise-Emelio. 

We would especially 
like to congratulate 
RIOT for making it 
through to the Otago 
Regional Finals, which 
will take place on 19th 
June at the Regent 
Theatre. The group will 
compete against 13 
other bands for the 
top regional prize and 
the opportunity to 
progress to the 
national finals. 

We would also like to 
congratulate Devine on being 
named the overall winner of 
Tangata Beats Otago. Devine 
will now work with our Head of 
Music and the University of 
Otago to create and submit a 
music video to the national 
finals committee.  



Year 10 Camp at Tautuku
On Monday, 4 May, the Year 10s headed to their annual camp at Tautuku Bay on the stunning Catlins Coast. 

Our wonderful students have spent the week immersing themselves in their natural surroundings and 
strengthening their relationships with one another and with themselves. 

Every single one of our students was a pleasure to take away!   



Earlier this week, it was our pleasure to welcome the O-Taiko Japanese Drumming Ensemble to KVC's 
campus to perform for our senior students. Our musical guests (including KVC's very own Mr Dyer!) 
demonstrated the energy and technique required to produce such vibrant and distinctive sounds, and our 
students had a great time!  



Thank you to everyone who made an effort to wear pink last Friday. We also thank everyone who entered the T-
shirt design competition and all who donated to the Mental Health Foundation. 

T-shirt Design Winners: Amelia Conroy, Blake Weaver, and Devine Talosaga Felise-Emelio 

 

 

 
Upcoming Career Opportunities 
Below is a range of upcoming events and opportunities for students to explore different careers, training 
pathways, and tertiary courses. Students are encouraged to take advantage of these experiences to learn more 
about future study and career options. For the July holiday programmes students need to register early to avoid 
missing out.  

For more information or to register interest, please email Mrs Beagley mabeagley@kvc.school.nz. 

Army Career Presentation  
An ex-KVC student, now serving as an Infantry Soldier 
in the NZ Defence Force, will be visiting the school this 
Monday during Whānau Time. He will share insights 
into army life and offer advice on the recruitment 
process. If you are considering a career in the Forces 
and would like to attend, please see Mrs Beagley or 
email mabeagley@kvc.school.nz to register. 

Thinking About University? 
If you have a school-leaver who is in the process of 
decision-making for 2027, there is a useful resource 
available from Universities New Zealand - Te Pōkai 
Tara: 2027 Thinking about university? Resources are now live at www.thinkingaboutuni.nz.  

  CA R E ER  MO V E S  

mailto:mabeagley@kvc.school.nz
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Year 11 Careers Expo 
Last week, the Year 11 students attended the Dunedin Careers’ Expo, where they had the opportunity to learn 
about a range of future pathways, careers, and job opportunities. A highlight of the event was seeing and holding 
an Emmy award, giving students a unique insight into opportunities within the media and entertainment 
industry while inspiring them to consider future aspirations and career possibilities. 

Year 12 Activities – Work Experience 
As part of our ongoing career exploration initiatives, Bella Geekie recently visited the 
Pacific Radiology clinic at Marinoto Clinic to gain first-hand insight into the field of 
Medical Imaging. 
During her visit, Bella had the invaluable opportunity to shadow an industry 
professional and observe the practical applications of advanced medical technology, 
including operating a fluoroscopic imaging machine. The clinical team also provided 
guidance on tertiary pathways, highlighting the Bachelor of Medical Imaging offered 
at Ara Institute of Canterbury in Christchurch. 

  



Open Night Invitation – 27 May 
For students and whānau to attend the Skills Trades and Institute Open Night: 
Date: Tuesday, 27 May 
Time: 4:00pm – 6:00pm 
Locations: 

• Skills Institute Campus – 293b Kaikorai Valley Road 
• Skills Trades Training Campus – 11 Glenelg Street, Kaikorai Valley. 

This is a great opportunity to explore our facilities, meet tutors, and learn more about our plumbing and 
electrical pathways. 
  

e: mabeagley@kvc.school.nz
w: https://kvc.careerwise.school/

mailto:mabeagley@kvc.school.nz
https://kvc.careerwise.school/


 
 

WINTER SPORTS FIXTURES 
SPORT YEAR VENUE GAME DAY STARTS ENDS FEE 
Netball Yr 7&8 Edgar Centre Thursdays May 21 Aug 13 $80 
Miniball (Basketball) Yr 7&8 Edgar Centre Mondays May 4 Aug 17 $80 
Hockey Yr 7&8 Turf or Kings HS Fridays May 8 Aug 21 $90 TBC 
Table Tennis Yr 7-13 KVC Gym Thursdays May 13 Jul 2 $30 per term 
Judo Yr 7-13 KVC Gym Wednesdays May 13 Jul 1 $90 rest of year 
Laser Tag Yr 7-13 Megazone Mondays May 4 Aug 31 $135 
Golf Yr 7-13 KVC Friday lunchtime TBC 

 
Free at school 

Basketball Yr 9-13 KVC Gym Fridays May 8 Aug 7 $80 
Football: Boys Yr 9-13 Various Wednesdays  Apr 29 

 
$40 

Football: Girls Yr 9-13 Various Thursdays TBC 
 

$40 
Badminton: Girls Yr 9-13 KVC Gym Tuesdays  May 5 Jun 23 $40 
Badminton: Boys Yr 9-13 KVC Gym Wednesdays May 6 Jun 30 $40 
Netball Yr 9-13 Edgar Centre Saturdays  May 9 Aug 22 $80  
Hockey Yr 9-13 Hockey Turf Mondays May 4 Aug 24 TBC 
Smallbore Rifle Shooting Yr 9-13 Scout Hall Victoria Rd Wednesdays TBC 

 
$15 per night 

Rugby: Girls Yr 9-13 Various Wednesdays TBC 
 

TBC 
Rugby: Boys Yr 9-13 Various Saturdays TBC 

 
TBC    

Ice Hockey Yr 9-13 Ice Stadium Wednesdays May 6 Aug 12 $200 TBC 
Curling Yr 9-13 Ice Stadium Wednesdays Jun 3 Aug 12 TBC 
Pool (8-ball) Yr 9-13 Boweys Lounge Tuesdays Apr 28 June 3 $50 per term 

 
  

Theresa Johnson – Sports Coordinator 

c: 027 543 4251 

e: sport@kvc.school.nz  

w: Sports Information 

mailto:sport@kvc.school.nz
https://www.kvcollege.co.nz/sports-information-and-draws


(TBC)

 
 

 

 

  

THE 2026 KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE SCHOOL YEAR 
TERM START DATE END DATE 

Term 1 (10 weeks) 28 January 2 April 

Term 2 (11 weeks) 20 April 3 July 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 20 July 25 September 

Term 4 (9 weeks) 12 October 8 December 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR 
DATE HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 6 February Waitangi Day 

Monday 23 March Otago Anniversary Day 

Friday 3 April Good Friday 

Monday 6 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Monday 

Tuesday 7 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Tuesday 

Monday 27 April (observed) ANZAC Day 

Monday 1 June King’s Birthday 

Friday 10 July (falls in the school holidays) Matariki 

Monday 26 October Labour Day 

  



  

 All of the atoms inside our bodies used to be part of stars. 
We are effectively made of star dust.  

 Kakistocracy is the rule by the worst people. 
 The mantis shrimp can move its limbs so quickly that it not 

only boils the water around them but creates an undersea 
shockwave that will blast its prey into pieces!  

 You need to exceed 1000°C to burn a diamond. 
 Polar bears have black skin. Their fur isn’t white - it’s see-

through, so it appears white as it reflects light. 
 Ephebiphobia is the fear of teenagers. 
 The longest year in history was 46BC. It was intentionally 

extended to 445 days. To fix a misalignment between the 
Roman lunar calendar and the solar seasons, Julius 
Caesar, advised by astronomer Sosigenes, added two 
extra months - totalling over 90 days - between November 
and December - a 15-month "Year of Confusion". 

 A group of swans is called a lamentation. 
 The wrinkling of fingers and toes in water, often called 

"pruney fingers," is an evolutionary adaptation that 
enhances grip in wet conditions. 

 80% of Australia's animal species are unique to Australia. 
 It takes 32 muscles and 68 different nerve fibres all 

working in harmony to smile. 
 The shark is the only fish that can blink both eyes. 
 During World War I, the French built a “fake Paris” to throw 

off German bombers. They created a pretend Paris to 
mislead pilots into dropping their bombs in a field miles 
away - camouflaged streets, factories, dwellings, railways, 
with stations and trains - a camouflaged capital. 

 To yaffle means to eat or drink noisily. 

The Kaikorai Valley College PTA Group is 
a small group of parents who support 
the College by: 
✓ running the Second-Hand Uniform 

Shop. The contact for the second-
hand uniform shop is Karen 
Crawford. Please TEXT 021 212 
8473 to make an appointment to 
view and purchase uniform items. 

✓ fundraising to buy resources and 
equipment 

✓ organising afternoon teas and 
suppers for school events 

✓ Raffles 

It isn't a huge commitment, and the 
group welcomes new members. 

If you are interested and would like to 
help, don't hesitate to get in touch with 
Mr Stewart Tagg, our Assistant Principal 
for Year 9 and 10 students, at 
sttagg@kvc.school.nz 
or call the school  on 
03 453 6035. 

PUZZLEGRAM 

Words must be FOUR letters long or more 

and needs to contain the letter O 
Your list should have one 9-letter word. Proper names 

and non-English words are not allowed. 
Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

22 words = good; 34 words = great; 41 words = excellent; 
57 words = outstanding! 

Puzzlegram answers: hoboism, smoothy, boyish, mythoi, 
mythos, smithy, bhoots, booths, smooth, toyish, bothy, mothy, 
myths, thymi, bhoot, booth, hobos, homos, moths, smith, 
hooty, hoist, hoots, shoot, sooth, homy, myth, bosh, both, 
hobo, hobs, homo, mhos, moth, ohms, shim, shmo, hoys, hist, 
hits, hoot, host, hots, oohs, shoo, shot, sith, soth, thio, this, 
tosh, 

TOMBOYISH

mailto:sttagg@kvc.school.nz
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Parenting Through Separation 

Course Dates for June and July 2026 

Online Wednesday 10 June from 10am-2pm 

Online Saturday 27 June from 9am-1pm 

Onsite Saturday 6 June from 9am-1pm 

Location: Methodist Mission Offices, 258 Stuart 
Street, Central Dunedin (ground level) 

Online Monday 15 and Tuesday 16 June from 6pm-8pm 
(must attend both sessions) 

Online Wednesday 8 July from 10am-2pm 

Onsite Saturday 4 July from 9am-1pm, Methodist 
Mission Offices, 258 Stuart Street, Dunedin Central 
(ground level) 

Online Monday 20 and Tuesday 21 July from 6pm-8pm 
(must attend both sessions) 

Online Saturday 25 July from 9am-1pm 

Sharon Singer | Kairuruku Mātua te Tamaiti 
PTS Service Coordinator 
M: 021 279-2116 | P: 0800 787268 
www.mmsouth.org.nz 

He Panonitanga Huanui! Nā te tautoko, nā te werowero 
ka hua ake tō ao 

Change that Works: Enough Support and Challenge for You 
to Risk a Better Future 

 

http://www.mmsouth.org.nz/


  



 



 


