
500 Kaikorai Valley Road, Bradford, Dunedin 9011 * Phone 03 453 6035 * Email office@kvc.school.nz * Web www.kvcollege.co.nz 

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT 
Kia ora koutou 

On the 25th of April, a group of staff and senior leaders attended the ANZAC Day 
service in Queen's Gardens. As always, it was a solemn affair and a time for 
remembering and reflection.  At school, we held an ANZAC commemoration 
assembly where I spoke to the students about honouring the sacrifices made by our 
serving men and women through acts of service for their community, family and 
school.  It can be difficult for our young people to fathom the level of patriotism and 
sacrifice of a country's armed forces, but they can honour them by remembering, 
learning, and committing to making positive change in their own lives and in the lives 
of others. 

This week, we had our Year 10 camp in Tautuku, which I had the pleasure of 
attending.  The students and staff had a great time, with the weather cooperating and many fun and challenging 
activities for our students to participate in.  I wish to take this opportunity to thank all our staff who help out with 
our school camps. These are a huge logistical and organisational undertaking, and I am grateful for the efforts 
of our staff, who allow the school to offer these to our students every year. 

Over the next few weeks, our Year 7-10 students will undertake the new Student Monitoring, Assessment and 
Reporting Tool (SMART). This tool is a new initiative being rolled out across schools over the next few years, and 
it assesses students' progress in reading, writing, and mathematics. We will report on your child's progress and 
next steps in their learning at the end of the term. 

It has been a great start to the term, with students settling back into school life and making the most of the 
opportunities we provide. 

Ngā mihi nui 

Jatin Bali, Principal 
 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDING MEMBER 
Honouring a Legacy of Service: Farewell to Mr Lee 
Last Friday, it was a profound privilege to 
join staff, friends, and community partners 
to celebrate the retirement of our Executive 
Officer, Mr Lee, after more than sixteen 
years of exemplary service to the college. 
The morning was made even more special 
by the presence of former principal and 
personal friend Mr. Craigie, who originally 
appointed Mr Lee.  Representatives from the 
local companies that have worked closely 
with him over the years also joined us. 

Throughout the celebration, the common thread in every tribute was Mr 
Lee’s unwavering loyalty and his commitment to keeping our students 
at the centre of every decision. His dedication has left an indelible mark 
on our college's operations and culture. As he embarks on this new 
chapter, we reiterate our heartfelt thanks and wish Mr Lee and his wife 
a long, happy, and truly enjoyable retirement. 
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Welcoming Our New Business Manager: Claudia Huia 
As we bid a fond farewell to Mr Lee, we are equally excited to turn the page and welcome Claudia Huia as our 
new Business Manager. Claudia joins us from Southland Girls’ High School, where she spent over a decade as 
the school accountant. She brings a powerhouse of experience to the role, currently serving as the Otago 
Southland Regional Delegate for secondary schools’ business managers. 
Claudia’s commitment to service extends well beyond the school gates; she has been a mainstay in the 
community for years, lending her expertise as a treasurer for various local groups and clubs. We are incredibly 
fortunate to have someone with her professional pedigree and community spirit joining our leadership team. 
Please join us in giving Claudia a very warm welcome to the college community! 

Term 2 SchoolDocs Policy Review 
As we move into the heart of the year, we invite our staff and families to participate in the review of our Term 2 
policies, now live on our SchoolDocs portal. This cycle focuses on critical areas of student safety and 
experiential learning, including Swimming Off-Site, Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC), EOTC 
Governance Roles and Responsibilities, and EOTC Risk Assessment and Management. 
Reviewing these policies is essential to ensuring our safety frameworks remain robust, practical, and aligned 
with our community's high expectations for student well-being. Your feedback helps us maintain a transparent 
environment in which off-site adventures and aquatic activities are managed with the highest level of care. 
How to Complete the Review 
Contributing your feedback is a simple, three-step process: 

1. Access SchoolDocs 
o SchoolDocs Link: https://www.schooldocs.co.nz/ 
o Select School: Kaikorai Valley College 
o Username: kvc 
o Password: pride 

2. Locate the Policy: Click on the ‘Current Review’ tab or use the search bar to find the specific EOTC or 
Swimming policies listed above. 

3. Submit Feedback: Read the policy, then click the red ‘Under Review’ flag in the top-right corner. Select 
your reviewer type (Parent, Staff, or Board), enter your comments, and click ‘Submit.’ We value your 
perspective in keeping our college a safe and adventurous place to learn! 

Mark Rogers, Presiding Member, KVC Board 

 

BILLETS URGENTLY REQUIRED! 
We’re excited to announce that Sakuragaoka High School, our 
long-standing sister school in Japan, will visit for a week at the end 
of July. As part of our sister school relationship, students from 
Sakuragaoka will stay with KVC families during their visit to New 
Zealand. In return, when our KVC students visit Japan, they will 
stay with families from Sakuragaoka. 

Thank you to the families who have agreed to host a student in 
their homes. However, for the first time in 35 years, we do not 
have enough families to host billets. At this stage, we urgently 
need to secure beds for 17 students. 

Hosting an international student is a meaningful and enriching 
experience. The students are well-prepared and have a basic 
command of English, which helps them adjust to and engage with 
their surroundings during their stay. 

Each family will receive a $100 grocery voucher to help offset the 
cost of hosting a billet. 

If you are able to help, please collect a form from Mrs Potter and 
return it by email to japotter@kvc.school.nz, or in person, as soon 
as possible. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to 
contact her at school at 453 6035 ext. 6. 
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Azariah Hughes – A KVC Role Model and Leader! 
Azariah Hughes is one of KVC's Year 13 leaders (Sports Leader) and role models. During the Term 1 holidays, 

she continued to impress us all by being 
selected for the One New Zealand 
Warriors' Heartland Female Athlete 
Pathways Camp for Under 18s, held in 
Dunedin.  

The purpose of this training was to develop 
Azariah's knowledge and skills and to put 
her on a path to joining the NRL Warriors 
Women's team. Azariah and 22 of her 
peers from across New Zealand also 
participated in fieldwork, gym sessions, 
and administrative tasks.  One of the 
Warriors' coaches who trained the girls 

commented on Azariah’s excellent 
performance! Each teammate received 
a bag containing tops and shorts. 

At the conclusion of the camp, the girls 
were advised that two players would 
then be selected to travel to Auckland to 
further their training. 

Azariah commented that it was an 
amazing experience; she learned a great 
deal, will be able to apply these new 
skills in her future games, and can pass 
them on to her teammates. 

It's clear that this hardworking, focused, and super-friendly young woman has a bright future ahead, and we 
are so proud of her!

   
 
 



  



 



  



  dissecting sheep hearts



Accessible Bathroom 
One of our Brathwaite Centre students was the first 
person to use his key fob to open Dunedin’s first 
Changing Places accessible bathroom during the official 
opening on Friday, 17 April. The bathroom is a true asset 
for the city and people living with complex care needs. 
Now people with such needs can use a purpose-built 
bathroom in the city. The height-adjustable toilet, hand 
basin, and change table/shower bed allow the facilities 

to suit a range of people and their needs. 
The bathroom, located beside the Dunedin Railway 
Station, has artwork that promotes iconic Dunedin 
history and scenes, such as the Royal albatross, steam 
train, and the railway station. Our student featured in 
an Otago Daily Times article about the accessible 
bathroom (18/4/26). He worked with a Brathwaite 
Centre teacher aide to discuss and respond to the newspaper article: 
“I like the big story about me at the public bathroom. That’s me in my wheelchair. The two ladies (in the ODT 
photo) are nice and they were happy. I think the change bed will be comfortable. I think the train on the wall can 
make a noise. It will go, “Toot! Toot!” like my toy. I would like to go on the train with Daddy.” 

Logan Park Para Cross Country 
Seven KVC students (Omar Momani (Y15), Ashlee Walters (Y15), Damion Webb (Y16), Jamie Lind (Y12), 
Marcus Viggo (Y12), Zavier Watterston (Y12), and Donny Campbell-Hei Hei (Y9)) participated in the Logan Park 
Para Cross Country on Thursday, 30 April. They ran 2.5km around Logan Park. 
Para Race Results:  
1st Donny Campbell-Hei Hei (Y9); 2nd Jamie Lind (Y12); 3rd Omar Momani (Y15) 



My Soldier 
By Zavier Watterston (Y12) 
 
Before the war, my soldier was a construction 
worker. 
Before the war, my soldier had a wife and three 
kids. 
Before the war, my soldier lived in Dunedin. 
 
During the war, my soldier fought bravely for his 
country. 
During the war, my soldier joked around with his 
friends. 
During the war, my soldier helped others that 
were injured. 
 
My soldier survived the war. 
After the war, my soldier was recognised as a 
hero. 
After the war, my soldier received a medal for 
bravery under fire. 

My Soldier 
By Omar Momani (Y15) 
 
Before the war, my soldier lived in sunny Mosgiel. 
Before the war, my soldier was a farmer of lots of fluffy 
sheep. 
Before the war, my soldier was married to a young wife. 
 
During the war, my soldier became a Dad. He had a little 
boy. 
During the war, my soldier rode a black horse. 
During the war, my soldier died from a German gun shot. 
 
After the war, my soldier’s family was sad. 
After the war, my soldier went to heaven. 
After the war, my soldier is remembered by the beautiful 
red poppies. 

 
Dennis 
By Hayden Drummond (Year 10) 
 
Dennis is a green tennis ball. He is happy because he won a trophy. One 
of his favourite hobbies is a nice morning walk. He is pretty good at tennis. 
 
Dennis is walking in the park. He sees a sock listening to music. 
  

e: dahananeia@kvc.school.nz
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The Dunedin Careers’ Expo is on Wednesday 13 May at the More FM Pavilion at the Edgar Centre. All Year 11 
students will be taken to the Expo by bus, leaving at 10.50am and returning by 12.30pm.  

There are over 50 exhibitors at the Expo. This is an excellent opportunity for students to gain information on 
study and career opportunities. Students can talk with representatives from universities, polytechnics, private 
and industry training providers as well as key employers from Dunedin as well as throughout New Zealand.  
Students will be given a list of the Exhibitors who will be present at the Expo to enable them to think about who 
they would like to talk to about a career path or possible job opportunities. 

Please take the time to discuss with your child which exhibitors they will visit and what questions they could 
ask. If you have any questions about this event, please contact Mrs Beagley. There is no cost for students to 
attend this event.  

Defensive Driving Course Opportunity 

An AA instructor will be running a Defensive Driving 
Course here at KVC. There are still a few spaces 
available for students who currently hold their 
Restricted Licence or who are about to sit their 
Restricted licence within the next month. 

The course begins on Tuesday, 12 May, and runs for four 
weeks. As part of the program, students will also complete 
one in-car practical session with an instructor. Upon 
successful completion, this course can help reduce the 
time required to progress to a full licence by 6 months. 

The cost is $30. 

If any students are interested in joining this course, please 
email Mrs Beagley at mabeagley@kvc.school.nz.  

 

 

  

  CAREER MOVES  

e: mabeagley@kvc.school.nz
w: https://kvc.careerwise.school/
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Sport is now underway for the Term 2 Winter Season. Please check out our KVC website Term 2 and 3 Winter 
Sports Information Link for all sports information and draws.   
Smallbore rifle shooting, football, miniball, badminton, hockey, laser tag, and table tennis have all started, with 
basketball and netball kicking off this Friday and Saturday. Judo will start on Wednesday, 13 May.  
We have some students who are learning to play ice hockey, and we have joined with the other Co-Ed Schools 
for rugby. 
Year 7 and 8 netball starts on May 21. 
There may be space on some teams, so if anyone still wants to play a sport, they can email or see me. We could 
still use more senior boys' basketball players and Year 8-13 hockey players. Please get in touch if you are 
interested. 
At the end of Term 1, our handball team won the 2nd-division final against Bayfield High School, 15-8. They went 
through the season with only one loss. A big thanks to Hunter Moreton (ex-student) for coming along to coach 
the team. 

The Extreme Sports KVC is officially underway, starting with two lunchtime bike workshops and a skate session. 
The simple goal is to invite anyone who’s keen to give it a try. Rather than following a set itinerary, students act 
as the architects of their own experiences by tackling essential "behind-the-scenes" work, including navigating 
logistics, safety protocols, and the rigorous planning required for school trips. Because many extreme sports 
share overlapping hazards, the crew is building a versatile toolkit of resources to use across disciplines. It’s 
been great to see them take genuine ownership of the process, proving that the preparation is just as rewarding 
as the adventure itself.  Many thanks to Mr Davidson for starting this exciting new initiative. 
  

Theresa Johnson – Sports Coordinator 

Cell: 027 543 4251 

Email: sport@kvc.school.nz 
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THE 2026 KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE SCHOOL YEAR 
TERM START DATE END DATE 

Term 1 (10 weeks) 28 January 2 April 

Term 2 (11 weeks) 20 April 3 July 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 20 July 25 September 

Term 4 (9 weeks) 12 October 8 December 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR 
DATE HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 6 February Waitangi Day 

Monday 23 March Otago Anniversary Day 

Friday 3 April Good Friday 

Monday 6 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Monday 

Tuesday 7 April (falls in the school holidays) Easter Tuesday 

Monday 27 April (observed) ANZAC Day 

Monday 1 June King’s Birthday 

Friday 10 July (falls in the school holidays) Matariki 

Monday 26 October Labour Day 

  

(gold coin donation)



 Without your little finger (pinky), you would lose 50% of the 
use of your hand strength. 

 Astronaut is a compound word derived from the two 
Ancient Greek words “Astro,” meaning “star,” and “naut,” 
meaning “sailor.” So, astronaut literally means “star 
sailor.” 

 The space between your eyebrows is called the glabella. 
 Borborygmus is a rumbling stomach noise. 
 Every 10 years, the human skeleton repairs and renews 

itself. Essentially, you have different bones now than you 
did 10 years ago. 

 Hot water freezes faster than cold water. 
 In India, flying a kite is illegal under the Aircraft Act of 1934, 

which classifies kites as aircraft. 
 Chimichanga (a deep-fried burrito) means “thingamajig.” 

Although considered Mexican food, chimichangas 
originated in Tucson, Arizona. 

 Bees cannot fly at night. 
 Pine trees can tell if it's about to rain.  If they’re closed, it’s 

because the air is humid, which can signal rain is on the 
way. 

 The Beatles' song 'A Day in the Life’ contains a frequency 
only dogs can hear. It's at the end of the song. 

 Winds on Neptune can blow at speeds over 2000 km/h. 
 Penguins have a gland near their beaks that converts 

seawater into freshwater. Once the gland is full, the 
penguin will knock its beak against a rock to expel the salt. 

 Koumpounophobia is the fear of buttons. 


KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE 
PTA GROUP 

The Kaikorai Valley College PTA Group is 
a small group of parents who support 
the College by: 
✓ running the Second-Hand Uniform

Shop. The contact for the second-
hand uniform shop is Karen
Crawford.
Please TEXT 021 212 8473 to make
an appointment to view and
purchase uniform items.

✓ fundraising to buy resources and
equipment

✓ organising afternoon teas and
suppers for school events

✓ Raffles

It isn't a huge commitment, and the 
group would welcome new members. 

If you are interested and would like to 
help, don't hesitate to get in touch with 
Mr Stewart Tagg, our Assistant Principal 
for Year 9 and 10 students, at 
sttagg@kvc.school.nz 
or call the school  on 
03 453 6035. 

PUZZLEGRAM 

Words must be FOUR letters long or more 

and must contain the letter H
Your list must have one 9-letter word. Proper names and 

non-English words are not allowed. 
Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

15 words = good; 21 words = great; 32 words = excellent; 
36 words = outstanding! 

Puzzlegram answers: ahoy, capo, chao, chon, chop, 
coca, coco, coho, cony, coon, coop, copy, hoop, hoya, 
hypo, opah, phon, poco, pony, poon, achoo, ancho, 
capon, coach, cocoa, conch, cooch, copay, cyano, 
nacho, phono, phony, poach, pooch, yahoo, yapon, 
canopy, concha, concho, conchy, poachy, poncho, 

CACOPHONY
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