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CONSIDERATIONS FOR 
RESEARCHERS

• Generative AI models can hallucinate ‘facts’ and 
citations, as well as hold imbedded bias. 

• Privacy,  intellectual property and data sovereignty 
considerations.

• Expectations around Academic Integrity

• Free vs Freemium vs Paid tools

• Lecturers / supervisors have final say on levels of 
usage in assessment. 



DIFFERENT APPLICATIONS OF AI:
• Predictive : Analyses historical data to predict future outcomes.

Eg. Stock market predictions and insurance calculators.

• Conversational: Enables 'human-like' interactions, but from a set script or dataset.
Eg. Virtual assistants like Siri or Alexa.
Website chatbots like 'Oscar' from the Air New Zealand website.

• Generative: Can create original content based on the massive datasets and deep learning 
algorithms.

Eg. ChatGPT / Co-Pilot for text, or DALL-E for images.



MORE APPLICATIONS FOR AI: ACADEMIC 
EDITION

• Writing Assistants
- Such as GrammarlyGo can assist with spelling & grammar, but also rewrite text in 'academic 
voice', help brainstorm, check for plagiarism and create citations.

• Referencing Management:
- ARIA Plug-in for Zotero

• Data Visualisation and Analysis

• Search Assistants
- Literature search and citation mapping





HOW TO USE AI IN TEACHING AND LEARNING

• Citation mapping
• Pro: Can help find literature a database search might miss

• Pro: Using natural language or a “seed” paper can be easier than constructing a database search

• Con: Most tools use a similar repository of literature, leaving gaps in the search

• Con: Replication of search strategies is hard, if not impossible

• Search strategies
• Help you get started on a search

• Subject matter knowledge is needed to know if you are searching the right things, or just searching



HOW TO PROMPT THE AI WELL? 

• Prompt literacy

• Be specific in what you want the AI to do and not to do

• Structure prompts so the AI makes as few decisions as possible

• Use sequential prompts to break up tasks into manageable bits

• Iterate your prompt if you don’t get the response you need

• Rephrase your prompt if needed: “Please make that response more formal”

• More info and examples here: https://genai.umich.edu/resources/prompt-literacy

https://genai.umich.edu/resources/prompt-literacy


HOW TO USE AI IN OTHER WORK

• Prompts for research questions
• Help me write a research question about the following topics: climate change, university students, activism

• Understanding jargon
• What does EBM mean?

• Making activities
• Design an activity for first year university students to learn how to use the library catalogue

• Summarising large amounts of data
• Please take the following data, and summarise it

• Almost anything else: https://theresanaiforthat.com/ 

https://theresanaiforthat.com/


TAKEAWAYS

• Give it a go! Learning AI is about experimentation and figuring out what 
works and what doesn’t

• AI is another tool in the toolbox - not a replacement

• Be mindful of what information you send to the AI (especially sensitive or 
personally identifiable info)

• AI is here to stay


