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The 2026 Brighton Backyard Ultra was 
held on Saturday 19 September, with 
129 runners taking to the course.     

The field included 53 women,              
52 first-time Backyard Ultra runners 
and 20 rangatahi. Competitors must 
consecutively run a 6.7km course in 
less than one hour, every hour.

Runners faced warm conditions early 
on, followed by challenging sand 
sections and a dramatic change in 
weather during the evening. 

Despite the tough conditions, the 
event was marked by plenty of 
camaraderie and support from 
runners, crews, volunteers and the 
local community.

Congratulations to the 2026 winners:

- Shannon Rhodes: Outright Winner
- Nathan Lungley: Assist 
- Nirvana Knil: Last Standing Wahine
- Henry Eyles: Last Standing Rangatahi

Race Director Scott Weatherall thanked 
all the athletes, supporters, volunteers, 
sponsors and the wider Brighton 
community for helping make the event 
a success.

Planning for the 2027 Brighton 
Backyard Ultra is already underway, 
with another event of endurance and 
community spirit on the horizon.

BRIGHTON BACKYARD ULTRA 2026

Harry Menzies (in the mirror sunglasses) runs with friends #135 Zac Broom and #63 Jonty Gordon.           
Photo: Justine Weatherall Photography
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The 33rd Otago Polyfest brought colour, culture and 
community spirit to Dunedin in September, with thousands 
of young people taking part in five days of performances 
celebrating M?ori and Pasifika culture, language, music and 
heritage.

Around 9,000 young people from approximately 40 schools 
and early learning centres took part at the Edgar Centre, 
including our Greater Green Island Schools, making Polyfest 
one of the region?s major annual celebrations of youth and 
culture.

Events like Polyfest are particularly important at a time 
when funding pressures and cuts are affecting community 
and school programmes. Supporting Polyfest helps ensure 
young people continue to have access to opportunities that 
build confidence, cultural pride, teamwork and a strong 
sense of belonging.

For the students taking part, the performances are the 
result of weeks of learning and rehearsals, supported by 
teachers, wh?nau and their communities. Polyfest is more 
than a performance day; it is an opportunity for young 
people to celebrate who they are and share their culture 
with others.

Supporting events such as Otago Polyfest helps keep these 
valuable opportunities available for future generations.

YOUTH ACTION GROUP 
SPOTLIGHT NIGHT

RECREATE?

The Youth Action Group 
continues to plan fun events 
in our community. They 
recently held an outdoor 
games night at Fairfield Park 
where youth in the 
community turned up to 
play games like spotlight 
together.

LOCAL SCHOOLS CELEBRATE 
CULTURE AT OTAGO POLYFEST

KVC WHEAKO GROUP
The Kaikorai Valley College Wheako group held a cleanup 
day around the school. It was incredible to see the 
number of KVC youth keen to get involved and take care 
of their environment.

Green Island School

Abbotsford Kindergarten

Abbotsford School

Concord School

Fairfield School



Brighton Surf Lifesaving Club?s vision is to develop lifeguards 
who help keep our community safe at the beach. We do this 
by teaching children essential water safety skills and 
running plenty of fun activities on the sand and in the water.

Junior members can also take part in local and national 
interclub competitions, racing in a range of sand and water 
events.

The Surf Lifesaving Junior programme is open to ages 6 to 
14. When members turn 14, they can move into the senior 
section of the club and train to become lifeguards.

Brighton Surf Lifesaving Club will hold its Registration and 
Open Day for Juniors on Sunday 1 November at 1pm at the 
clubhouse. There?s plenty of space, so come along and see 
what you think - everyone is welcome. 

After registration, Junior Surf runs on Sundays from 9:45am 
for about an hour. Individual junior membership is only $50 
or $100 for a family.

A big thank you to Carolien from Nidd, who will be providing 
free sausages at the Open Day. Carolien will also donate 
$250 to the Surf Lifesaving Club when you list and sell a 
property with her this summer.

For more information, please contact:                                       
Max: 027 254 1589 or Danny: 021 805 953  

Check out our Facebook event or Instagram.

BRIGHTON SURF LIFESAVING WELCOMES JUNIOR MEMBERS



Some will tell you the echoes of Dunedin's skateboarding 
zenith have fallen silent. But if you listen closely, there?s 
whisper of a revival rolling into Fairfield Skate Park this 
October.

It was 1989 when skateboarding legend Tony Hawk 
dropped into a half-pipe behind St. Clair Beach. 
In the weeks that followed, Dunedin?s ER department 
would set a record for patients with sprained wrists, 
Hydro Surf would sell more Powell Peralta skateboards 
than surf wax, and kids would never be so full of life.
In the days since, skateboarding has seen its ups and 
downs. The PlayStation, followed by the smartphone and 
then the dreaded scooter would lead to a particularly 
entrenched cobwebbing of the sandpapered plank. 
But a new crew from Dunedin are leading a revival.           
For the last few years, the Dunedin Skate School has been 
offering classes to anyone that 'll show up. It started with 
one; a migrant kid from Iran which has now ramped into 
regular classes of 30-plus eager skaters. 
This October, the school is expanding to Fairfield Skate 
Park with an eight-week Skate-a-Thon, aiming to get kids 

obsessed with skateboarding.  
At only $10.00 to enter, the 
prizes on offer and the 
personal growth to be gained 
make it a grab for the ages.  
Read more about it on their website: 

https://www.dunedinskateboardingschool.org.nz/                     
Or search for Dunedin Skate School on Instagram and Facebook. 

DUNEDIN SKATEBOARDING SCHOOL 
ROLLS INTO FAIRFIELD SKATE PARK There was plenty of 

talent on stage recently 
at Rockshop BandQuest, 
with several local school 
bands taking part. 

Concord School was 
represented by Blues 
and the Blurr, Fairfield 
School brought along 
After the Bell, and 
Kaikorai Valley College 
rocked out with Mum 
Said No.

It is fantastic to see  local 
young musicians getting 
up on stage, performing 
and having fun. 

LOCAL SCHOOLS ROCK BANDQUEST
Evie from Fairfield sings with After the Bell

Blues and the Blurr

After the Bell

Mum Said No

Images of Skate School event held in March 2026 - supplied

Luca from Mum Said No

Photos by Kelly Frost Photography

WHATS ON

17t h January 2027 - Brighton Gala Day

20t h Oct  - Talking Cafe - 1- 3pm at St Marks

6t h Oct  - VOYCE Spring T?hono - 3.30- 6.30pm            
at St Marks- email: jessie.sims@voyce.org.nz

5t h Decem ber  - Green Island Market Day    

WHAT'S ON IN GREATER GREEN ISLAND
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TOOTS' COLUMN
Greetings People,

Today I will mainly be talking about road 
safety whilst dropping off your kids at 
school. We all know how it?s supposed to 
work. Get up in the morning, pack the kids 
in the car, drop them off and leave. 
Simple, eh? Yeah right! Doesn?t always 
work out like that does it?

What tends to happen is; turning up at 
school with the kids and not being able to find a convenient 
parking space, deciding to do a dodgy 3-point turn in someone?s 
driveway, totally ignoring the fact you are right next to the school 
crossing, where there are a plethora of parents and children 
walking on the pavement, in order to get that parking space on 
the other side of the road, only to find that someone, who has the 
temerity and common sense to drive down to the end of the road 
and use the sensibly placed roundabout to turn around and park 
safely.

Now this is just one example or erroneous drop off behaviour.         
I have plenty of other examples, but you get the gist.

I have many powers at my disposal in dealing with this behaviour, 
including the issuing of infringement notices (hard earned money 
out of your pocket), taking down the registration numbers of the 
offending vehicles and making phone calls with corrective action 
advice (nobody wants a phone call from the police) or I can put on 
the red and blue lights and get the siren going, causing panic and 
embarrassment for all the other parents to see (just the worst). 
But I am an exponent of alternative solutions, so please take heed 
of this cautionary tale and do the right thing.

You don?t need me to tell you how to safely drop of your pride 
and joy in a safe manner do you? Please do the right thing.

Sermon over, now to the amazing fact of the month.                          
A horse actually produces about 24 horsepower, which means my 
Vespa produces 192 hp, Ha! That?ll be the day.

Stay safe people and I?ll catch up next month.

Toots

Senior Constable        
Mark "Toots" Tuten



We ar e ext r emely pr oud and exc ited           
t o announce that  we have r eceived a  

Gold Level Tohu Manawa Or a    
Healthy Hear t  Awar d

f r om the Hear t  Foundat ion f or  the      
amazing things we do to pr omote         
healthy f ood and physical ac t ivit y. 

We ar e helping our  tamar ik i to have      
healthy habit s and healthy hear ts f or  lif e.

Congratulations to Maia Booreboom and Avaley Bambry from Abbotsford 
School, alongside Emily Scott who have been selected to represent New 
Zealand in the Aerobics World Championships in November. 

The girls will compete in a trio known as Peak Pups and are the youngest 
athletes the NZ team have taken to worlds to date.

LOCAL TALENT SELECTED FOR 
AEROBICS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS



Christmas is just around the corner, and the             
Green Island Lions Club is taking orders for 
their popular Lions Christmas Cakes.

At just $25, these quality 1kg cakes     
are  rich, fruity, moist and full of flavour,  
with a minimum two-year shelf life. 

They make a great Christmas treat or gift,          
and are also popular with local businesses              
looking for a thoughtful gift for staff and customers.

Best of all, delivery is freight free to your door!

To order your cake, contact 
Andrew Lawrence at: 
lion.lawrence@outlook.co.nz

A DAY OF CREATIVITY WITH         
THE DUNEDIN GARDENING CLUB

The Dunedin Gardening 
Club held a fantastic 
workshop day on Saturday 
15 August at the Green 
Island Bowling Club Hall.

There were four workshops 
to choose from, with 
something for everyone. 

Robyn Bazsika led a 
hanging basket workshop, 
Karen McKenzie taught 
wreath making, Anna Reid 
shared her skills in raranga 
(flax weaving), and Disa 
Walker helped participants 
print beautiful botanical 
cards with reused Tetra Pak 
cartons.

It was a busy and creative 
day, with everyone heading 
home with something they 
had made themselves. 
Robyn supplied some of the 
plants for the hanging baskets 
and Mitre10 donated the potting                                     

mix- making it a great opportunity to get 
started on a project using baskets that 

had been waiting to be filled.

Members provided morning and 
afternoon tea, which was very much 
appreciated and gave everyone a 

chance to have a cuppa, enjoy a chat 
and admire each 

other?s creations.

Outside, it was a very cold and wet winter?s 
day, but inside the hall there was plenty of 
warmth, laughter and lots of happy faces.

Disa?s mum, Linda, also lent a hand during 
the day. She enjoyed it so much that she has now joined the  

Club as a new member!

It was a lovely day of learning, creativity 
and friendship, and a wonderful 
reminder that gardening clubs are 
about much more than gardening!

For more info about joining the    
Dunedin Gardening Club, please contact:  
President- Midge Ruka: 0276962551
midgeruka@gmail.com

LIONS CLUB CHRISTMAS CAKES

Club president Midge Ruka (left) shows off 
her beautiful hanging basket alongside 
tutor Robin Bazsika. Photos: supplied

Above: Cards printed from recycled Tetra Pak 
cartons. Right: Disa Walker with her mini 
printing press set-up.



BRIGHTON PUMP TRACK 
GETTING CLOSER!

The Brighton Pump Track project continues to make steady 
progress behind the scenes. Following recent site survey and 
design work at Brighton Domain, the project team met with 
Dunedin City Council in early September to work through 
the final approvals needed before construction can begin.

The next major milestone is progressing through the 
consent process with Dunedin City Council. This work 
ensures all environmental, heritage, and site-specific 
considerations are appropriately addressed before 
construction starts. The DCC team has been incredibly 
supportive, providing guidance throughout the process.

Alongside this, DCC is addressing site access and heritage 
requirements due to the Domain?s coastal heritage 
classification. Advice is being sought from Heritage New 
Zealand and heritage specialists to ensure any excavation 
work is managed appropriately during construction.

The project has approximately $120,000 in funding secured, 
thanks to the support of funders, local organisations, and 
the wider community. These funds will remain protected 
until consent is obtained and the project is ready to move 
into construction.

After five years of planning, fundraising, and community 
advocacy, the project is getting closer to becoming a reality. 
While a few important steps remain, the continued support 
of DCC and the community is helping move the project 
toward construction for the benefit of local children, 
families, and the wider Brighton community.

The Pump Track Committee on site at Brighton Domain: Shane Turner, Becky Fox, 
Ben McKenzie, Kevin Coniam, Lee-Anne Michelle, Ben Shayler. Absent- Paul Weir. 

CREATING A COLOURFUL 
WELCOME TO GREEN ISLAND

A community mural is set to transform the entrance to 
Green Island, and local residents are being invited to help 
shape what it looks like.

The Green Island Bowling Club Mural Project Team is 
seeking community feedback to guide the artist as plans 
progress for a large-scale mural on the Green Island Bowling 
Club building. Positioned at one of the key entrances to 
Green Island, the mural aims to create a vibrant and 
welcoming landmark that reflects the stories, people, places 
and spirit of our community.

Project lead and current GIBC president Sarah Ibbotson says 
the response so far has been incredibly encouraging.

"It 's exciting to see the range of ideas already coming 
through. People are sharing memories, important local 
landmarks, stories about community life, and what makes 
Green Island such a special place to call home. We want the 
mural to be something the whole community feels proud 
of." Sarah explains, "We want something that captures the 
many different stories that make up Green Island and the 
wider community."

Community members can still have 
their say by completing the 
consultation survey and sharing 
ideas about what makes Green  
Island awesome.

Whether your Green Island story 
involves sport, family, markets, 
schools, nature, history, local 
businesses, or community 
connections, the project team 
would love to hear from you.

Have your say and help create a mural that welcomes 
people to Green Island for years to come.

FOLLOW THIS QR 
CODE TO HAVE YOUR 

SAY!



A LITTLE DELIVERY, A LOT OF CONNECTION
Lee-Anne and Erin from Greater Green Island Community 
Network have recently signed up as Meals on Wheels 
volunteers, delivering meals once a month throughout our 
local community.

So far, they 
have completed 
two runs, 
delivering hot 
meals to people 
in Green Island, 
Abbotsford, 
Fairfield and 
Brighton. 

?We?ve really enjoyed the wee chats with our recipients along 
the way,? says Erin. ?You never quite know how much that 
short interaction might mean to someone.?

For some people receiving Meals on Wheels, the volunteer 
delivering their meal may be their only face-to-face contact 
with another person that day. A friendly smile, a quick chat 
and knowing that someone has taken the time to call in can 
make a real difference.

What?s involved?

- Pick up hot meals from a local collection point            
(Saddle View Medical Centre)

- Follow the provided list to deliver meals to nearby residents.

- Enjoy a friendly chat and a quick check-in with recipients.

You can volunteer weekly, fortnightly, monthly or on-call, 
making it easy to fit a Meals on Wheels run around your 
other commitments.

Could you spare some time to help keep our community 
connected? Get in touch to find out how you, your workplace 
or a group could adopt a Meals on Wheels run and become 
a community champion.

Sometimes a small act of kindness can make someone?s 
whole day a litt le brighter.

Lee-Anne and Erin from GGICN are ready to deliver 
Meals on Wheels in our community.

FUTURE EVENTS:



Hi everyone, I?m Tina, owner of Hot Chili?s Nail Salon in 
Fairfield. I?m lucky enough to be able to work from home, 
spending time with my family and children while still 
working. I?m very proud of my peaceful and beautiful life. 
I?ve always loved music, dance and art, as well as beautiful 
things, beautiful scenery, bright smiles and all things kind 
and beautiful. I enjoy trying new things and bringing joy to 
others, so it naturally led me into the world of nail art. Every 
time I finish a piece and see the satisfied smile on a 
customer?s face, I feel incredibly happy. I feel surrounded by 
happiness and love in my daily work. 
Hot Chili?s is a family run nail salon that has been open for 
around eight months. Although the salon is new to Fairfield, 
I?m certainly not new to the nail industry. I?ve been working 
as a nail technician for nine years. Nine years ago I was in 
Tauranga, and I?ve now been living in Dunedin for two years, 
so I?m still a new Dunedinite! 
Meeting new people and getting creative are some of the 
reasons I enjoy my job, but what I love most is seeing the 
finished artwork and the satisfaction and happiness it 
brings to customers, helping them feel more beautiful and 
confident. 
Gel extensions are currently one of our most popular 
services and are also my specialty. A gel build up involves 
using a building gel over the natural nail and professionally 
sculpting a full, curved shape. It?s not simply applying a thick 
layer, but carefully creating structure and shape. 
A gel build up can help strengthen and protect thin, soft or 
brittle nails, making them less prone to splitting. It can also 
improve the appearance of flat, fan shaped or ridged nails, 
creating a smoother and more refined shape. A well done 
design should have naturally thinned and rounded edges, 
making the nails comfortable for everyday activities. The 
result relies heavily on the technician?s skill and technique. 

I love creating all kinds of custom designs, especially elegant 
and super cool styles. I also love sweet, girly designs and 
pink colours! 
I love working in Fairfield because it?s home. I love the 
friendly neighbours, fresh air and green plants in the 
countryside. Everything is so wonderful! It?s also 
conveniently located near Mosgiel and Dunedin, with our 
home only a one minute drive from the highway. 
When I?m not working, I enjoy spending time with my family, 
exploring Dunedin, travelling further afield when I can and 
shopping at thrift stores. 
At Hot Chili?s, we offer friendly and professional service, with 
everything centred around our customers? needs. We want 
you to feel beautiful and confident from the inside out. 
For anyone visiting a nail salon for the first time, my advice 
is simple: communicate 
what you want and 
don?t be afraid to ask 
questions, check 
colours on your own 
hands in natural light, 
and never be afraid to 
speak up.
Hot Chili?s Nail Salon is 
by appointment only. 
You can easily book by 
searching ?Hot Chili?s 
Nail Salon? on Facebook 
or Google Maps. 
You are welcome to 
visit us! Let?s chat and 
discuss the nail design 
you?d like. 
 

LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:  HOT CHILI?S NAIL SALON
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS:

Editor: Erin Dellow-Kane
Ph: 022 010 1306

Volunteer: Lindsay Aitchison 

1250 physical copies 
dist ributed a month

Content  deadline: 
15th of each month

Found online at : 
ht tps://greatergreenisland.nz/
newslet ters

Art icles are FREE for community groups/clubs 
and not for prof it  events for the 
Greater Green Island area.

Please email your art icles and stories in 
.doc format and under 250 words.

Images need to be of good quality, 
higher than 600 dots per inch.

Contact  Erin if  you need a hand 
putt ing a story together.

You can support  the Informer and local news by 
advert ising with us for as lit t le as $45 an edit ion.

The Greater Green Island 
Community Network is a 

registered charity commit ted 
to building a strong 

community that  works 
together to develop its own 

solut ions - to develop a 
community were 

neighbourhoods are once 
again full of people we know 

as OUR neighbours.

Stronger Communities 
working togetherCheck out our website: www.greatergreenisland.nz
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