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Bloomin’ Gorgeous owner Jennenne Mackie will be giving away a bunch of flowers every week in 

November to someone “deserving” who has been nominated by the community. A small box will 

be outside the shop for people to nominate someone who has done something kind for them or 

others, or good in our community. A name will be drawn on the next four Fridays of this month. 

Photo: Edith Leigh                                                                • read the full story on page 3 

Flowers for kindness 

DCC grant a vote of confidence in project 

A SIGNIFICANT grant from the Dunedin City 

Council over the next three years will not only 

provide some stability for the Valley Project’s 

core operating costs, but is a “vote of confidence 

in our community-led practice”, says team leader 

Tess Trotter. 

The Valley Project will receive $55,000 this year, 

with provisional agreement to fund the same 

amount for the following two years. The fund was 

introduced by the council during its long term 

plan process, which included community  

consultation to give support for community 

groups based within geographical areas or  

suburbs of Dunedin. 

“It is challenging to source funding for core  

operational expenses such as staff wages from 

many traditional funders, so this fund becoming 

available is very positive for place-based  

community groups,” says Tess. 

 



 

 

The Valley Project is a registered charitable organisation 

If you like what we do you can donate at www.givealittle.co.nz/northeastvalley Valley Project  

office hours: 

10am–2pm 

Tuesday–Friday 

Closed Monday & 

school holidays 

THIS YEAR’S Loved (but not Lavish) Garden Tour had a 

joyful community vibe in the air, despite the weather, and raised 

more than $2000 for the Valley Project. 

At least 200 people toured the wide range of gardens, which included  

gardens that were just starting out to some that have been in progress for 

many decades, says Valley Project team leader Tess Trotter. 

“We have a big list of thank yous, starting with our amazing garden tour  

organisers Mary Waymouth and Diana Dixon who did a fabulous job. Thanks 

also go to Bloomin’ Gorgeous and Blacks Road Greengrocer for selling  

tickets for us, to artist Manu Berry who screen printed the beautiful flags 

and Mt. Mera Bonsai for the bamboo.” 

The Valley Project also held an open morning on the same day with about 

100 people calling in for coffee and cake, along with garden related activities 

for children. 

One of our former receptionists, Rorie White, cut the ribbon to officially 

open the new reception space. If you haven’t seen our new reception area 

please call in. It is looking fantastic and along with our usual printing and 

photocopying services we now also have a hot desk for community  

members to come in and check emails etc. We will have a laptop available 

for public use. 

Many thanks to our fantastic team of volunteer receptionists for helping out with the reception area refresh and during the open 

day. Thanks also to Mark Dyer and Emily Peterson for helping out with the office and community rooms refresh and to OpenVUE 

educator Clare Cross who came along to help out with the children’s activities on the day. 

“It was a great day and of course a big thank you to our community for all their support and joining us for the open morning and 

the garden tour.” 

Project 
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THE VALLEY Project will use this funding to help cover our 

core operational costs, of which our greatest cost is 

staffing, followed by provisions for the community rooms 

and expenses such as insurance, telephone and internet, 

she says. This funding will cover about one third of those 

costs and represents the largest single funder for the  

project this year. 

A lot of advocacy and collaboration between many  

community groups in Dunedin went into the council’s long 

term plan process to make this fund available. In particular, 

our former community worker Anna Parker put in a large 

amount of work to help make this happen. 

We thank the community who got behind us to help make 

this happen, and thanks to the council and councillors for 

their support, says Tess. 

Funding success with council 

Garden tour raises more than $2k 

Oscar and Freida Chapman with the garden markers 

they made at the Valley Project Open Day.  

 

—

Join the Creekfest 2019 team 

mailto:tess@northeastvalley.org
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YOUR OWN backyard can be the scene for a “sometimes 

elusive world” and school children in the valley want to 

open your eyes to this world when they share their re-

search findings at a community hui. 

They have been working as scientists and are ready to tell 

you how you can find out what creatures may inhabit your 

garden and give you some advice on the best foods to at-

tract  

native species. 

Many creatures and critters call the valley and its’ surround-

ing suburbs home – some you may see flutter about by day, 

some you may never see and others skulk about in the 

night. If you’ve ever wondered what these creatures might 

be please join us for our community hui. 

Pupils from North East Valley Normal School, Opoho 

School, Sacred Heart School, Pine Hill School, Dunedin 

North Intermediate and Logan Park High School have all 

been taking part in the OpenVUE (Open Valley Urban Eco-

sanctuary) education programme and using their scientific 

brains to research what birds and predators inhabit North 

East Valley. 

Join us on Saturday 1December from 2pm–4pm at Nga 

Maara Hall. 

Many thanks to Curious Minds and Te Ao Turoa for helping 

this event to take place. OpenVUE is a collaborative project 

between community, Valley Project, Orokonui Ecosanctuary 

and the University of Otago.—OpenVUE educator Clare Cross 

NEWS community Pupils to share backyard secrets 

Pine Hill School pupils learning how to identify different birds they 

might see in their garden at school or home. Pictured from left: 

Luke Little, Jenna Stanaway, Ruby Dustow, Stella MacGillivray, Nox 

Somnium 

 

Receptionist opportunity 

great work experience 

Flower give-away to say thanks 

THE ACTIONS of two ladies who caught the bus outside her shop,  

Bloomin’ Gorgeous, every day has inspired Jennenne Mackie to give away 

a bunch of flowers every week this month as her own “random act of  

kindness”. 

“These two ladies caught the bus every day along with an older man. 

When he didn’t appear for a few days they found out where he lived and 

went to check that he was okay. 

“I thought that was just such a lovely, kind thing to do. We have so many 

kind people here in the valley and I just wanted to contribute to that 

somehow.” 

Jennenne will have a box with pen and paper outside her shop this month 

for people to nominate others who deserve a thank you, with a brief  

sentence about what kind act or helping out in the community they have 

done. Every Friday in November she will then draw a name out of the box 

to receive a free bouquet of flowers. 

“The valley is such a great place to live. Every day people come into the 

shop who are so kind to others. 

“It is inspiring and I would love to see this inspire others to help out those 

around them.” 
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NEWS community  

BRIEF 
in 

Official opening 

Park run 

AFTER RUPTURING his Achilles tendon Steve Wood began to get back 

into exercise with walking. The North East Valley resident was enjoying 

his walks so much he began sharing pictures and stories of his adven-

tures on Facebook. 

His posts always seemed to be well received and attracted plenty of 

comments so he decided to start writing some of them up as longer 

blog posts. 

“Walking gets you out there, it’s like a mini adventure. It’s great for 

physical and mental health, just getting out and putting life aside for a 

few hours and being in the moment. 

Sharing walks online 

North East Valley resident and keen walker and blogger Steve Wood 

enjoying the Quarry Garden track in the valley. 

THE VALLEY is one of Dunedin’s hidden gems, 

but how often do you get off the main road and 

explore? Here’s a great 4.5km loop that will take you off the beaten 

track and still finish with coffee and cake! 

Note: Wear sturdy footwear and take care in the upper quarry  

gardens, or walk around the bottom instead. 

The loop starts and finishes at Blacks Rd. You’ll head up to Norwood 

Rd, around the block, into Chingford Park and up to a lovely nature 

trail. 

Pass the historic stone stables on your way down. Built in the late 

1800s, they’re now a great venue for events. The park also boasts 

an archery club and disc golf.  

Unless you brought your frisbee, walk diagonally across the field to 

the right of the stables and onto Afton Tce. Keep going to Kelvin Rd 

and the well-worn warehouses on Watts Rd. Further up Watts Rd 

there is a side entrance to the Quarry Gardens. 

Quarrying stopped in the 80s and we’re lucky that these privately 

owned gardens are open to the public. The terraced tracks above 

the old quarry pit are a joy to explore and give a different perspec-

tive on Stuart St. 

Turn right before exiting the Quarry Gardens to find a wonderfully 

maintained track running along the Lindsay Creek to Selwyn St. 

From here you can meander back to your starting point and some 

well-deserved refreshments at the Black’s Road Green Grocers. 

Enjoy! 

How great would it be to walk or cycle the length of the valley off 

road? Imagine an extension of existing tracks, in the bush or along 

Lindsay Creek, ideally with sign-posted stop-off points for various 

landmarks, cafes, and maybe a mini arts and craft quarter in the old 

warehouse area. What a great way that would be to experience the 

valley.—Steve Wood 

WALKS valley 
NEV loop walk on and off the beaten track 

“You usually experience something that you wouldn’t 

have seen or felt just driving past.” 

While he is  traversing walks all across Dunedin, Steve 

will be sharing local walks with Valley Voice readers as 

a new regular contributor, so get your walking shoes 

out and be ready to do some local exploring.  

Check out the blog at this address:  

www.bitfern.co.nz/nev-walks/ 



 

 

shop     eat drink 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S  

eat 
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NEWS community 

WE'RE EXCITED to announce that this term the toy library will be open after school 

on Wednesdays from 3.30pm–4.30pm.  

We have heaps of toys suitable for older kids and we'd love to encourage more 

school families to use the toy library. Changing our hours from Wednesday  

mornings to afternoons will make it easier for families to get there. Rachael and 

Michelle will be alternating volunteer librarian shifts this term, so stop in and say 

hi. 

Visitors will also notice some bright new signage at the library.  

We pleased to tell you we received a generous $1240 grant from The Otago  

Masonic Charitable Trust which allowed us to buy new tear-drop flags, aprons,  

t-shirts and foot path signage. The aprons look great with our new logo and will 

come in handy for our sausage sizzle fundraisers. 

We think play is the way but sustainability is important too. Have you considered 

gifting a toy membership for Christmas this year? It's the perfect way to access a 

huge range of toys without filling your house with junk. 

 Pictured: Dunedin Toy Library committee member Meg Stephenson and her son 

Leon Thomson (4) trying out the new merchandise.  

Afterschool opening for toy library 



 

 

‘YOGA JOURNEYS’ to exotic 

destinations like Egypt and the  

Amazon, as well as learning how to relax, have 

made for a fun introduction to yoga for pupils at 

North East Valley Normal School. 

Kids Yoga Dunedin teacher Fiona Mather has 

been teaching a half-hour yoga class in the school 

library on Mondays and Fridays. 

For the 5-7 year olds this means a short warm up 

game followed by story-time yoga or going on a 

“yoga journey” to another country. Some favourite 

stories have been Bad Jelly the Witch and The 

Enormous Crocodile.  

Exotic destinations like Egypt and the Amazon are 

fun places to enact animals, and getting there is 

an opportunity to practice cooperation in group 

poses. 

Fun creations include trains and buses, paired up  

monkeys, long camels and forests and flowers. 

Physical postures help them to feel their bodies in 

space, and to develop strength, flexibility and  

balance. 

The class ends with a calming breathing exercise. This is often part of the final “relaxation” where everyone lies on their mat to  

finish off the class. 

For the senior students, yoga classes introduce mindfulness practices as well as physical asana. They learn about how the brain 

can have its ‘fight or flight’ setting switched on or off using simple techniques such as breathing exercises, visualisation and  

single-pointed focus. 

school 
NEWS 
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Yoga for kids a fun, relaxing experience 

 North East Valley Normal School pupils, from left, Frieda Chapman, Lizzie 

Cridge, Marion McMullan, Phoebe Bisley, Rosie Aitken, Stella Abey and Corbin 

Silby have fun working together to do a long camel pose.  



 

 

trade directory 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S  
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North Dunedin 

Dakin Electrical 
 
 

* Guaranteed Electrical Service 
* Reasonable Rates 

* Pensioner Concessions 
* Domestic and Commercial 

 
 
 

Ph: 473 7981 
88 Selwyn St, NEV 

027 4322 381 

 

A-Team Maintenance 
Home/Building Repairs 

& General Maintenance 

Marty Hillerby 
Builder/Joiner 

25 Cardigan St 
North East Valley, Dunedin 9010 

M: 027 6000 404 
a-teammaintenance@outlook.co.nz 
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ology NEV-

 

THIS MONTH, in time for New Year’s resolution  

making, I’m inviting you to a rebellion!   

We enjoy a comfortable standard of living because 

we worked out that burning coal, oil and gas makes 

lots of energy, which we can use to get ourselves 

around, heat ourselves and make things. 

But our carbon-burning bonanza over the last 150 

years has had a few unintended consequences.  

We’ve managed to change the composition of the 

atmosphere and oceans, much faster than they 

have ever changed before. We rely on these two 

things for our very survival – for our liveable climate 

and food – so you don’t need to be a rocket scientist 

to figure that tinkering with them perhaps isn’t such 

a good idea. Whoops! 

The effects of this tinkering – warmer temperatures, 

rising sea levels, more severe storms and fires, extinctions – are 

no longer things that will happen in some distant future, they 

are here now. It’s not a case of ‘what about our children’s  

children?’ but rather ‘what about my pleasant retirement?’ 

As a softy North Islander, it’s hard to be worried about shorter 

Dunedin winters; and ‘summers with many more days over 25 

degrees’ sound fantastic to me! I’m looking forward to planting 

mangos and pineapples in my backyard, and our old, draughty 

houses will be most excellent when we have the climate of 

Northern Queensland. 

What I am concerned about is our unique wildlife that will no 

longer live here because it is too warm (and what will arrive in 

its place?). And the South D-ites who will have water in their 

lounge even when it’s not raining. And what happens when  

people in other countries can’t grow food or go outside during 

the day anymore because it’s too hot? I just can’t see how  

having millions of hangry people on our doorstep is going to go 

well. And who will buy our milk powder? 

Our wee brains aren’t set up to deal with such huge issues, so 

it’s understandable that we tell ourselves it can’t be that bad, or 

‘technology will save us’. But let’s not mince words. If we want to 

have a half-comfortable old age, we must change how we live 

now. Really.Change. How. We.Live.    

So, what to do? The media is generally unhelpful, with their  

focus on the scary rather than the empowering. And the  

Government is part of a cumbersome system where change is 

slow, and motivations questionable – are decisions really made 

for the good of everyone or an influential few?   

But there is plenty we can do ourselves. I asked Prof James  

Renwick, a climate scientist at Victoria University, what are the 

most effective things ordinary Kiwis can do?  

The best thing: Talk about it.  Talk with family and friends about 

the climate changing and what they reckon of it.  

Ask companies and organisations what they are doing, and 

what is in the stuff they make?  

Vote for leaders who will push for cleaner and innovative  

energy, transport and industry. 

 

The next best things you can do are: 

 Fly less. My family live in the North Island so not flying at all 

isn’t a happy thought. But do I really need a weekend in Mel-

bourne? Can I video into that meeting instead?   

 Reuse more stuff. Making new stuff uses energy, most of 

which comes from coal if it is made overseas. And then 

there’s the oil used getting it here. 

 Bike, bus and walk more.   

 Eat more local and eat more plants.   

 

It is actually possible to have a happy life without imported 

strawberries, a holiday to Australia every year, and a toy  

cupboard stuffed full of plastic crap. We live in one of the best 

spots anywhere, with heaps to do, buy and eat right here.   

I’m done with companies taking my money and delivering me an 

unliveable environment.Let’s woman and man up and push 

back  

Even if our planet becomes mostly unliveable because humanity 

couldn’t get its s&%t together, any effort we’ve made to live 

more locally won’t be wasted. It strengthens our community, 

which makes us better able to cope with whatever comes our 

way.   

Do we want to be remembered as a people collectively too  

unimaginative, lazy or scared to change? Or as people who were 

courageous, innovative and adaptable? The NEV Resistance 

Fighters anyone? Let’s do this! 

For more info on ways to help, check out the Ministry for the Environ-

ment website at www.mfe.govt.nz/climate-change.  There’s also more on 

the science of climate change at https://royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/

our-expert-advice/all-expert-advice-papers/climate-change-implications-

for-new-zealand/.   

Time to change the way we live 
THIS MONTH OUR RESIDENT SCIENTIST TACKLES THE PRICKLY SUBJECT OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

WITH SOME DOWN-TO-EARTH ADVICE ON THE BEST THINGS YOU CAN DO. 

Community gardens are a great way to eat local 

and support local initiatives and community. 

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/climate-change
https://royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/our-expert-advice/all-expert-advice-papers/climate-change-implications-for-new-zealand/
https://royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/our-expert-advice/all-expert-advice-papers/climate-change-implications-for-new-zealand/
https://royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/our-expert-advice/all-expert-advice-papers/climate-change-implications-for-new-zealand/


 

 

Looking for a new canine family  

member?  

We foster and re-home dogs that have been 

left unwanted at the DCC Pound. 

Each dog is registered, micro chipped, 
vaccinated and will be de-sexed. We ask  
adoptive owners for a donation of $230 
towards these costs. 

Foster homes needed. All essentials 

provided, fully fenced sections required. 

Visit: www.dogrescuedunedin.co.nz or 

phone 03 486 2311. Find us on Facebook! 
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services community 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S  

Dr Hamilton is 
warmly welcoming 
patients into his  
new centrally  
located practice  

on Albany Street. 

Albany Street Medical Centre 
477 8812 

29 Albany St, North Dunedin 

Dr Matthew Hamilton 

To register come down or call for more info 

Welcoming New Patients 

TIRED OF buying costly chemical cleaners? Keen to find family and nature friendly 

alternatives? Enjoy sharing your recipes?  

An upcoming Homemade Cleaner Workshop might be just right for you.  

This workshop will be suitable to those who are new to making cleaners as well as 

to those who already make cleaners.  

It will be an interactive workshop with opportunities to make some homemade 

cleaners from simple ingredients such as baking soda, vinegar, pure soap and soap 

nuts.  

Understand how these ingredients work and how they can be combined as  

cleaners. Take away a sheet of easy-to-make recipes, one or two sample cleaners, 

plus information on where you can buy ingredients. Please bring two jam jar-sized 

containers.  

The workshop will be run by Maureen Howard, who was the Dunedin City Council’s 

facilitator for Sustainable Living Courses for nine years until 2015. 

The workshop is at 7pm on Thursday 15 November at the Valley Project  

community rooms, 262 North Rd. The cost is yet to be confirmed. 

Registration is essential as numbers are restricted. Please email Maureen 

on ecolivinginaction@gmail.com or phone 021 206 3593. 
Maureen Howard with some 

homemade cleaners. 

Make your own family friendly cleaners 

mailto:ecolivinginaction@gmail.com


 

 

fitness & health 

 

–

–
–

–
–

 

further education 

–

 

art, craft & music 

–
–

–

 

community groups 

–
–

Classifieds and community notices (for non-profits) 



 

 

Classifieds and community notices (for non-profits) 

–

–

trading corner 

–

–

for families, kids 

& teens 

–

–
–

–
–

–
–

–

 

 

 

Want health, wellbeing  
and relaxation? 

 

Yuan Gong Qigong exercises are 
easy to learn, effective & enjoyable 

 

All welcome 
For class times or private sessions 

contact Jay 027 584 4537 
www.bodymindqi.com 

 

–
–

 

 church services 

Salvation Army, 43 North Rd, community worker only, Mark O’Donnell  

Sacred Heart Catholic, 89 North Rd, Mass 9.30am 

Glenaven Methodist, 7 Chambers St, 11am 

Pacific Island Presbyterian, 160 North Rd, English 11am on 1st, 2nd and 

3rd Sundays; Cook Island 9.30am; Samoan 11am, 4th and 5th Sundays 

Anglican: St Martin’s, 194 North Rd,  10.45am 

St Thomas', Raleigh St and Pine Hill Rd, children & family service, 4.30pm, 

3rd Sunday  

Opoho Presbyterian, 50 Signal Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Presbyterian, community rooms, 9.30am, first, third and fourth Sun-

days, cafe service, contact Cameron Sinclair on sinclairs@snap.net.nz 

St Mark’s Presbyterian, 304 Pine Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Baptist, 270 North Road, 10.30am. 

 

 

 

Belleknowes Golf Club 
 

Green fees $15 
(after 4pm $10/player) 

 

Come & enjoy our fantastic 9-hole golf 
course on Lawson Street 

Spectacular views over the city 
Secretary, Christina King, 467 9499 

–

–

–

–

–

–

–
–



 

 

 Wendy 
Bowman 

Committed to 
achieving  the 

 best results 
for you  

   474 7070   
 027 609 7599   

   wendy.bowman@harcourts.co.nz   
  wendy.bowman.harcourts.co.nz   

Reminder: The Valley Project office is 

closed during school holidays: 

16 December to 27 January 2017 

 

Bar open from 11am daily  

(open from 3pm Mon & Tues) 

Bistro open Thurs-Sunday 

Lunch 11.30am–2pm 

Dinner 5–8pm 
 

 

Kiwi Poker League 
7pm Thursdays 

 

 

The  
Normanby Tavern  

 

HAVE YOU been wondering who the fruit trees 

and bushes in Pine Hill belong to? They belong to 

all of us and we want to help you get to know 

them. We’ll be working in the orchards on Satur-

day 24 November between 4pm and 5.30pm.  

Join us as we introduce you to the pears, apples, 

hazelnuts, walnut, plum, quince, and all the  

currant bushes that are planted in various areas 

within a short walking distance of Pine Hill School.  

We’ve been looking after them for around eight 

years now and have grown to know and love these 

trees and bushes. They’re now at a productive 

stage in their lives and we were happy to see the 

pear trees bowed down under the weight of fruit 

last year.  

We’d like you to help us eat the harvest this year. 

The more people who know about the trees the 

better they grow.  We want to show you where 

they are planted so you can help us keep an eye 

on them each time you pass by. Your caring eye is 

valuable to the trees. 

Text Charlotte on 021 0817 7684 to let her know 

you’re coming along. Bring gloves, garden tools 

and buckets or just yourself.—Charlotte Flaherty 

what’s on 

OpenVUE hui 

–

make cleaners 

Help needed to care for 
and eat orchard harvest 

Volunteers help out and tend to 

currant bushes growing in Pine 

Hill. Photo: Joanne Inder 

New team member at project 

Tessa Petley has been employed for administration work at the 

Valley Project, but found herself at the sewing machine putting 

together flags for the garden tour last month! 


