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Driven for Results? Contact me today 

100 years in the valley 

ROSS HOME is on the countdown to celebrate its 

centenary in October and invites local residents to 

join the celebrations. 

Manager Margaret Pearce says the home is proud 

of its century of community connection. Many 

local schools and groups come into the home, 

often working on practical projects such as de-

signing and planting gardens for residents. 

With centenary preparations well underway, many 

stories are already being shared. One little known 

story is that when Ross Home was first opened it 

had 90 chimneys. “Imagine being the house maid 

100 years ago with 90 fireplaces to clean and  

attend to.” 

Ross Home is the oldest Presbyterian Support-

owned care home in New Zealand. It was named 

after Sir John Ross, who donated a four-hectare 

block of prime land in North East Valley in 1917 – 

on the condition that money be raised to help 

build and support ‘homes for the aged’. 

In 1918 his wife, Margaret Ross, laid the first foun-

dation stone, and the home opened later that 

year with 28 female residents. 

Ross Home has expanded significantly over the 

century. It now has five wings that are home to 

124 residents, along with 10 cottages. 

The home hosts a mothers’ group each week, and 

a day programme known as Club Enliven runs 

from Ross Home several days each week.  

Residents also regularly go out to participate in 

community activities.  

The centenary celebrations will be held over  

Labour Weekend. There will be functions at Ross 

Home on Friday night and Saturday afternoon and 

a church service and lunch on Sunday. Registra-

tions to attend the weekend are $20 each, and 

community members are invited to be part of the 

celebrations. For more information about Ross 

Home or to register to attend the weekend, call in 

to the home at 360 North Rd or phone 473 0029. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=360+North+Rd&entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

The Valley Project is a registered charitable organisation 

If you like what we do you can donate at www.givealittle.co.nz/northeastvalley Valley Project  

office hours: 

10am–2pm 

Tuesday–Friday 

Closed Monday & 

school holidays 

A $7000 grant from United Way 

will have a significant impact on the Val-

ley Project’s mahi within the valley community. 

Grants were awarded to 30 organisations from 

around the city last month.  

“We are incredibly grateful for the support from Unit-

ed Way,” says Valley Project team leader Tess Trotter. 

“The grant allocation evening was a wonderful event, 

especially the chance to see and hear about the oth-

er local groups covering a wide range of services in 

our community. Everyone was so grateful and sup-

portive of each other. I came away feeling very opti-

mistic about our city.” 

The funding received will be used to help cover core 

operating costs for running the project. 

United Way New Zealand is an independent, non-

religious, non-political, volunteer-based organisation 

that encourages generosity by brokering resources, 

such as money, time and skills, between individuals, 

businesses and the community. 

Project 
NEWS 

 

United Way grant gratefully accepted 

THE CHILL of winter has taken hold but spring will 

surely follow. With that thought in mind we are  

planning our second Loved (but not Lavish) Gardens 

tour as a fundraiser for the Valley Project. 

The previous event, held in October 2016, was a  

marvellous occasion and attracted well over 100 peo-

ple. This year the tour will be on Sunday 28 October 

with a postponement date of Sunday 4 November. 

Do you LOVE creating and tending your garden? 

Would you be happy to share it with others for a day? 

This is not about grand or weed-free gardens! The 

only criteria is loving it. 

We also have one garden-and-art-studio this year, 

and would welcome other artists or craftspeople who 

would like to be part of the day. 

Sharing your garden gives others great pleasure, and 

connecting with others in your community is more 

often than not a warm, friendly experience. 

If you live in Pine Hill, North East Valley, Opoho, Leith 

Valley or north Dunedin and would like your garden to be part of the tour, please contact Mary on 027 473 8065 or Diana  

on 021 058 0846.—Mary Waymouth 

Gardens called for to be a part of fundraising tour 



 

 

473 6066 
30–32 North Rd 
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THE MINISTRY of Education will be 

establishing a zone to cap North 

East Valley Normal School’s roll at 

at 300 pupils. 

The school’s roll has grown steadi-

ly in recent years, and the ministry 

approached the Board of Trustees 

some time ago to discuss putting a 

zone in place. 

Confirmation of the zone bounda-

ries will be made after consultation 

with local schools. It is likely to 

start at the Gardens corner and 

extend to Upper Junction, and will 

be bound by the natural cut-off 

points up the sides of the valley. 

Zoning guarantees enrolment for 

those families who live within the 

zone. 

Pupils who currently attend the 

school but live outside the zone 

will have their places protected. 

Once the zone is in place, howev-

er, new enrolments from beyond 

the boundaries may be subject to 

a ballot to gain enrolment. 

NEWS community 

WHAT'S THE brightest thing on Northumberland Street? The toy 

library doors! 

Our doors and shelves were looking a little shabby, and when we 

asked Resene for assistance they came to the party with 3 litres 

of paint. Committee members and students from Toroa College 

got stuck in and gave the library a bright blue makeover. 

Committee member Meg Stephenson says the student 

volunteers are an excellent resource. “They bring energy and 

enthusiasm to our working bees and it’s easy for us to get the 

crew we need to get the job done.” 

It takes a community effort to run our library. Recent help from 

the Marr family meant that a gutter repair quoted at $800 only 

cost us $35. The space beside our toy library will be a dry place 

to play in summer, and the North Dunedin Shed is helping to 

install a safety gate to make it a safe space too. 

Limited spaces are available for new members at the moment. “If 

you’ve ever thought about trying out the toy library, our temporary 

memberships are a good place to start,” says treasurer Sarah 

Frampton. A three-month membership is only $10, and two-week hire of toys costs between 50 cents and $3. 

For more information check out our website www.dunedincitytoylibrary.co.nz, or find us on Facebook. —Jennifer Lawn 

Bright blue make-over for Dunedin Toy Library 

 HIGHLIGHTS FROM the past six months at the Community Bike Workshop were: 

 120 bikes of various sizes and numerous bits and pieces were donated  

 75 bikes were given away or sold 

 Volunteers helped 150 people to work on their own bikes  

 Otago Polytechnic bought 5 bikes for $75 each for use by students in the new  
residential hall 

 The workshop tool base was significantly upgraded 

 A clinic run at Otago Polytechnic for student and staff 

 Assistance was provided at weekly North East Valley Normal School wheels days 
 
Peter thanked his team of volunteers: Ross, Alex, Pablo, Guy, Nathan and Steve. There are 

plenty of bikes for those who'd like to save money, reduce parking stress and their carbon 

footprint, and enjoy the pleasure of riding a bike!  

Zone imminent 

for valley school  

Bike workshop busy 
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DUNEDIN AUTHOR 

Bernadette Joyce enjoys 

being able to include bits 

of her own family history 

in her fiction books. Her 

latest, Cargill’s Castle 

Revisited, includes a 

section set on a farm in 

North East Valley that was 

formerly in her family. 

“My ancestor, John Duff, 

owned four 11-acre (4.4ha) 

blocks from the Botanic Gardens up to Craigleith Street in the 

1860s. The book’s main protagonist Jessica’s story starts in 1879, 

and I believe it would probably have many houses built on the land 

by that time , but when writing fiction we have licence to embellish 

the story.” 

“I have enjoyed so much being able to include  the amazing 

achievements of the early settlers. Dunedin certainly has a rich 

history.” To find out more or purchase a copy of the book, go to 

www.bernadettejoyceauthor.kiwi.nz 

THE COMMUNITY Patrol in North 

Dunedin offers extra pairs of eyes 

and ears for police and has helped in a wide array of 

police matters from helping to apprehend offenders to 

assisting with civil defence emergencies. 

“They make a difference, there’s no doubt about it,” says 

North Dunedin community constable Brendan 

Thomson. 

The North Dunedin patrol has had to reduce its hours 

from going out on both Friday and Saturday evenings to 

just Saturdays, however, and is keen to recruit some 

new committed volunteers. 

Volunteer Balazs Kiglics says he really enjoys going out 

and has never missed a beat when he is rostered on. A 

former student, one of his main motivations for joining 

up was to help keep students out of trouble. 

The North Dunedin patrol covers a big area including 

the hills and the student area, and the work is always 

varied, he says. 

The patrol goes out in pairs from 8pm to 2am, and in 

that time they can find themselves doing anything from 

patrolling areas where there have been a lot of burglaries or 

thefts from cars, to talking to students, managing traffic at a 

serious crash or assisting in a civil emergency. 

They listen in on the police radio channel and attend the police 

line-up at 10pm when police change shifts. 

“It can be quite exciting. We get to know what’s happening,” says 

Balazs. 

The patrol is keen for volunteers of all ages, but they would love 

to see some younger people step up – “perhaps some 

experienced students”. Joining the patrol involves a vetting 

process, and training, uniforms and the community patrol 

vehicle are provided. 

“People can come out with us for an evening, get a feel for what 

it’s all about, and decide if they like it before they join,” says 

Balazs. 

Anybody interested in finding out more should contact Colin 

Lindt on 027 733 0066. 

NEWS community Opportunity to be eyes & ears for police 

Book features NEV history Shed surprise for gardens 



 

 

shop     eat drink 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S  

eat 
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TO PRUNE or not to prune? Summer and 

winter pruning of fruit trees achieve  

different things: stimulating new growth or fruiting.  

Rory Harding will share tips and demonstrate how to prune, 

using our community fruit trees and bushes (apples, pears, 

plum, quince, currants, apricots). Rory is an amazing garden-

er. Check out his website georgestreetorchard.com  

There will be pruning demonstrations on: 

 Sunday 5 August, 1–3pm, North East Valley Community 

Garden 

 Saturday 11 August, 10am–noon, 131 Evans St, Opoho 

 Saturday 11 August, 1–3pm, park next to Pine Hill School 

(between Hislop and Wilkinson streets) 

Bring your secateurs.—Kristen Bracey, Transition Valley 473 

NEWS community Get your fruit tree pruning right 



 

 

WHAT STARTED as a plan to keep the kids 

busy through the holidays has snowballed into  

something much bigger. A few parents from Opoho School  

wondered about running a ‘Brick Show’ so their children could 

dream up Lego-based creations.  

A hastily created poster followed, which was sent to five families. 

The idea seemed to have broader appeal, however, as almost 30 

children showed up at the Valley Project community rooms on the 

first Friday of the holidays. Many came with multiple creations that 

were cooked up during the preceding days.  

The Brick Show was divided into categories including vehicles, 

creatures, castles and lairs, and things from movies or books.  

Children as young as three entered, and there was even a parents’ 

category that was well supported.  

What was most encouraging was that the ‘movies and books’  

category was by far the least popular, meaning that for the most 

part, children were coming up with their own ideas from scratch.  

Each entrant was invited to tell the story behind their favourite 

creation, allowing everyone to appreciate the thoughtfulness and 

inventiveness that had gone into each entry.  

As the afternoon wore on, the words ‘when we do this next time …’ 

were heard more than once.—Malcolm Gordon 

school 
NEWS 
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Valley lego-lands pops up at rooms 

TINKER WINTER School has 

just wrapped up two weeks of 

holiday care and enrichment 

for children aged 5–14 years 

of age.  

With a focus on project work, 

our underlying learning model 

aims to teach to the problem 

not to the tool. Tinkerers were 

engaged in a range of self-

directed activities including 

woodwork, blacksmithing, 

robotics, coding, electronics, 

VR & AR game design and 

fashion design, as well as 

many other spontaneous 

activities arising from the 

interests of the students themselves.  

Many of the project themes were supported by Rialto Cinema’s 

movie prop challenge. This gave students daily themes such as sci-

fi, fantasy, transport, costumes, structures, robots and inventions 

from which to develop their ideas and be creative. The tinkerers 

who were voted best outcome for each daily movie prop challenge 

received a movie ticket. 

The Tinker School aims to provide learning pathways better suited 

for the 21st century. We also aim to provide pathways for youth in 

our community. 

 Alongside our core staff who have experience as professional 

teachers in local schools, we engage and involve youth from the 

local high schools. These students are doing technology-related 

studies as part of NCEA, so have the depth of knowledge and skills 

to support the tinkerers. 

The Tinker School is a not-for-profit organisation that relies solely 

on parent and client fees to operate. It can be supported by using 

our after-school and holiday-enrichment services, by donating tools, 

equipment and materials, or by giving time to run a project.  

To see some of the projects tinkerers created follow us on 

Facebook. For more information contact us via email at 

tinkerschooldunedin@gmail.com.—Tinker School co-founder and 

director Andrew Bowen 

Movie prop challenge stimulates Tinkerers’ creativity 

mailto:tinkerschooldunedin@gmail.com


 

 

trade directory 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S  

 

Ph Marco at Family Works 
Buddy Programme 470 0840 
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North Dunedin 

Dakin Electrical 
 
 

* Guaranteed Electrical Service 
* Reasonable Rates 

* Pensioner Concessions 
* Domestic and Commercial 

 
 
 

Ph: 473 7981 
88 Selwyn St, NEV 

027 4322 381 

convenient 
local 

support your community 
Print or photocopy at the  

community rooms 

262 North Rd 

voice@northeastvalley.org 

 

Valley  
Copy  
Centre 

 

A-Team Maintenance 
Home/Building Repairs 

& General Maintenance 

Marty Hillerby 
Builder/Joiner 

25 Cardigan St 
North East Valley, Dunedin 9010 

M: 027 6000 404 
a-teammaintenance@outlook.co.nz 
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BRIEF 
in 

Tennis on agenda 

Soldier’s relatives sought 

Organic gardening course 

Companion wanted 

REMEMBER THE great valley spring clean last year? We had a skip, e-waste, 

kid stuff, sausage sizzle, stormwater info and a ‘sort-yer-yard-out’ vibe? Well, 

this year there’s a new aspect ... 

Plans are afoot for a community-wide operation to remove certain weed 

nasties from parks, homes, pathways and the Lindsay Creek bed, says 

organiser Simon Noble. “The main idea is to improve the naturalness of the 

valley and prevent weed spread.”  

 The weeding efforts are intended to complement the waste control and 

ecological or restoration efforts emerging from the Open Valley Urban 

Ecosanctuary (OpenVUE) project.  

Residents will be encouraged and supported to weed certain troublesome 

plants from their homes or neighbourhood, and Simon says he knows plenty 

of spots to work in if people are keen to make a difference in groups. 

More details will be provided in the next Valley Voice and on the Valley Project 

Facebook page, but to register interest, or to suggest a place where some 

weeding work is needed, contact Simon on 021 468 406. 

VUE open Weed clean-up plans 

 

Lots of holiday activities with OpenVUE 
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services community 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S  

Valley  
Copy  
Centre 

convenient 
local 

support your community 

Print or photocopy at the  

community rooms 

262 North Rd 

voice@northeastvalley.org 

 

Like us on Facebook 
— Otago Plunket 

Plunket Clinic now at the  
Gardens Corner (by the post 

boxes), Opoho Road 
 

Phone Melissa Plunket Nurse 
for an appointment 

027 6877925 or Plunket Area 
Office  (03) 474 0490 

Plunketline 24/7 0800 933 
922 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plunket's Vision  
In the first 1000 days we 

 

Dr Hamilton is 
warmly welcoming 
patients into his  
new centrally  
located practice  

on Albany Street. 

Albany Street Medical Centre 
477 8812 

29 Albany St, North Dunedin 

Dr Matthew Hamilton 

To register come down or call for more info 

Welcoming New Patients 

New yoga class for valley 
A NEW yoga class is starting in the valley 

this month. My name is Hagino and I am 

excited to offer two classes on Tuesdays 

(except for the first Tuesday of each 

month) at  

6–7pm and 7.15–8.15pm at the Valley  

Project community rooms. 

My teaching style is gentle hatha yoga, fo-

cused on alignment and breath. I some-

times include meditation or insight into 

principles of yoga during the class.  

The class is suitable for all levels from  

beginner to seasoned practitioner.  

I have been teaching yoga for 10 years in-

cluding regular classes in Waitati over the 

past year. 

What I like about yoga is that anybody can 

practise, from just breathing to physical 

postures to meditation, and you always 

learn something new about yourself. 

I try to create a welcoming space for  

everyone to practise and feel grounded 

and nourished after the class. I am excited 

to get to know the North East Valley com-

munity and practise yoga together. 

Please wear comfortable clothes and bring 

your own mat (and optional props such as 

a blanket or a block, if you like). The cost is 

$10 per person, or $45 for a five-class 

pass.—Hagino Baker 



 

 

for families, kids & 

teens 

–
–

–
–

–

–

–

–

–

–
–

trading corner 

fitness & health 

 

 church services 

Salvation Army, 43 North Rd, community worker only, Mark O’Donnell  

Sacred Heart Catholic, 89 North Rd, Mass 9.30am 

Glenaven Methodist, 7 Chambers St, 11am 

Pacific Island Presbyterian, 160 North Rd, English 11am on 1st, 2nd and 

3rd Sundays; Cook Island 9.30am; Samoan 11am, 4th and 5th Sundays 

Anglican: St Martin’s, 194 North Rd,  10.45am 

St Thomas', Raleigh St and Pine Hill Rd, children & family service, 4.30pm, 

3rd Sunday  

Opoho Presbyterian, 50 Signal Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Presbyterian, community rooms, 9.30am, first, third and fourth Sun-

days, cafe service, contact Cameron Sinclair on sinclairs@snap.net.nz 

St Mark’s Presbyterian, 304 Pine Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Baptist, 270 North Road, 10.30am. 

Beat loneliness and meet others 

mailto:meetupinthevalley@yahoo.com


 

 

Classifieds and community notices (for non-profits) 

–
–

further education 

–

 

art, craft & music 

–
–

–

community groups 

–
–

–

–

 

 

 

Want health, wellbeing  
and relaxation? 

 

Yuan Gong Qigong exercises are 
easy to learn, effective & enjoyable 

 

All welcome 
For class times or private sessions 

contact Jay 027 584 4537 
www.bodymindqi.com 

 

–
–

 

 

 

Belleknowes Golf Club 
 

Green fees for August $15 
Green fees for September $10 

 

Come & enjoy our fantastic 9-hole golf 
course on Lawson Street 

Spectacular views over the city 
Secretary, Christina King, 467 9499 

–



 

 

 Wendy 
Bowman 

Committed to 
achieving  the 

 best results 
for you  

   474 7070   
 027 609 7599   

   wendy.bowman@harcourts.co.nz   
  wendy.bowman.harcourts.co.nz   

Reminder: The Valley Project office is 

closed during school holidays: 

16 December to 27 January 2017 

 

Bar open from 11am daily  

(open from 3pm Mon & Tues) 

Bistro open Thurs-Sunday 

Lunch 11.30am–2pm 

Dinner 5–8pm 
 

 

Kiwi Poker League 
7pm Thursdays 

 

 

The  
Normanby Tavern  

 

what’s on 

share your garden 

register 4 centenary 

try yoga 

– –

fruit tree pruning 

–
–

–

Community Matariki celebration 

āngi āngi, kapa 


