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Warmer homes for free 

HUNDREDS MORE homes in North East Valley 

have become eligible for installation of free  

ceiling and underɳoor insulation and a vapour 

barrier as the government extends the Ʉwarm-up 

zonesɅ to include more areas. 

The Warmer Kiwi Homes insulation subsidies are 

available to home owner-occupiers who live in a 

designated warm-up zone.  

Home owner-occupiers who have a community 

services card or a Gold Card with community 

services card endorsements are eligible regard-

less of where they live. 

Previously parts of Liberton, Pine Hill and North 

East Valley were included, but the warm-up 

zones have now been extended to include most 

of the north side of North Rd. 

Warmer Kiwi Homes is a government pro-

gramme which covers two-thirds of the cost of 

insulation and a vapour membrane. ϥn Otago 

local funders pick up the rest of the cost to make 

the programme entirely free for those who  

qualify. Cosy Homes project manager Jordana 

Whyte is excited about the expansion of the  

programme. ɈWe estimate an additional 1200 

homes across Dunedin are now eligible.ɉ 

ϥn un-insulated homes an Ɉenormousɉ 30-35% of 

heat is lost through the roof and 12-15% 

through the ɳoor.  

ɈMost people will notice a diϜerence straight 

away when insulation is installed,ɉ says Jordana. 

The Warmer Kiwi Homes programme will also 

soon be extended to include heating appliance 

subsidies as well, in which two-thirds of the cost 

of installing a wood burner, pellet ɲre or 

heatpump will be subsidised up to a limit of 

$2,500 + GST. 

Exact details of the heating subsidies are not yet 

available, but the government has signalled the 

start date will be in July.  

 Ɇ continued on page 6 

Free ceiling and underɳoor insulation is now available to home owner-occupiers who live in 

designated Ʉwarm-up zonesɅ indicated in the three darker shades of orange on the map above. 

To ɲnd out more come and see Charlotte Wilson at a drop-in clinic on Tuesdays, 10amɀnoon.  



 

 

The Valley Project is a registered charitable organisation 

If you like what we do you can donate at www.givealittle.co.nz/northeastvalley 

 

THE VALLEY ProjectɅs Kai Share food box  

programme now has a dedicated space for storing food, thanks to 

a new shed donated by Bunnings and installed by members of the 

North Dunedin Shed. 

Kai Share volunteer coordinator Keri Eastwood says the new shed 

will increase the capacity for storing food and improve the way it is 

stored, as well as enabling the team to cater for seasonal  

ɳuctuations.  

ϥt will also make accessing and loading/unloading food easier for 

the Kai Share team. 

A big shout out to Bunnings who donated the shed and wood for 

the base and shelving inside, as well as the North Dunedin Shed 

whose members put together and installed the building. 

The Kai Share programme has the capacity to provide up to 25 

boxes of food each week for emergency help. ϥt is only available 

for residents who live in the valley area (North East Valley, Pine Hill, 

Liberton, Dalmore and Opoho). 

ϥf you or someone you know is in need of a Kai Share box please 

email kaishare@northeastvalley.org. 

Project 
NEWS 

NOMϥNATϥONS FOR the Valley ProjectɅs executive board are now open! Make a diϜerence in 

your community and become part of the team who set the direction of the Valley Project. 

There are up to 12 positions on the board, which is made up of community members. The 

board is responsible for the governance of the Valley Project and meets monthly. 

This year the board is also in need of a new treasurer. 

Board member ϥan Telfer says it has been a great experience being on the board for the past 

two years. ɈThereɅs a strong core of committed and skilled community-minded people and it 

functions really well.ɉ 

While it is a Ɉreasonable time commitmentɉ, the time is well spent and allows the Valley Project 

to move forward and support all the wonderful community-building things that valley people 

are doing, he says. 

ϥf you are interested ɀ even slightly ɀ we will be holding an information evening on Sunday 2 

June. ϥt will be a no-obligation opportunity to come along and ɲnd out more about the Valley 

Project and whatɅs involved with being on the board. 

Otherwise please donɅt hesitate to get in touch with the Valley Project manager Tess Trotter on 

473 8614 or tess@northeastvalley.org. 

Kai Share extends into new shed 

Opportunity to join executive board 
 

THE VALLEY ProjectɅs annual 

general meeting is coming 

up in June and we would love 

to include as many valley-

based community groups, 

classes, teams and organisa-

tions as possible (by valley 

we included North East Val-

ley, Opoho, Pine Hill, Dal-

more and Normanby). 

We would love to hear about 

your highlights of the year! 

Please send your photos and 

bullet points to 

tess@northeastvalley.org 

and she will collate them all 

into a slideshow. 

The AGM will cover our  

annual report, reports from 

the community, election of 

the board for the coming 

year and a discussion about 

the use of gambling-related 

funds for community mahi in 

the valley. 

The AGM will we be held on 

Wednesday 19 June at the 

North East Valley Bowling 

club. 

Project AGM 

North Dunedin Shed members Paul Nelson and Gerard  

Kenny make a start on installing a new shed donated from 

Bunnings for the Valley ProjectɅs Kai Share initiative. 

mailto:tess@northeastvalley.org
mailto:tess@northeastvalley.org


 

 

Dine in or takeaway 
пто слсс 

олɀон bƻǊǘƘ wŘ 

Congratulations to Sarah Weston who won a 

winter warmer prize pack for being the ɲrst 

person to attend the Valley ProjectɅs Heat 

Seekers: Healthy Homes in the Valley drop-in 

clinic. The clinic is on Tuesdays, 10amɀnoon. 
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NEWS community 
Call to open toilets at Chingford 

North East Valley resident Kaitrin McMullan is starting a ɄDonɅt Pee in the ParkɅ  

petition to the Dunedin City Council to have the toilets open daily in the pavilion at 

Chingford Park. 

ARENɅT WE lucky to have such a great  

resource in Chingford Park? Dog-walkers, 

disc-ɳingers and child-wranglers are some 

of the many groups that use this incredible 

treesome place. 

Have you ever found yourself caught short, 

however, or in other words, busting to use  

a toilet?  

ϥronically, there ARE toilets attached to the 

pavilion in the park but they are only availa-

ble with 48 hoursɅ notice and a bunch of 

paperwork to the Dunedin City Council. 

So we are starting a petition to have the 

toilet block open during the day for all to 

use.  

The DonɅt Pee in the Park Petition is a plea 

to the (privy) council from the bottom of  

our hearts, to please liberate the loos!  

ϥf you would like to sign the petition go to 

bit.ly/openChingfordloos or call into the 

Valley Project oʛce at 262 North Rd to sign 

a physical copy.ɁKaitrin McMullan 

Try new foods and share your 

favourite dish at potluck dinner 

TRY NEW kai and meet new people ɀ 

homemade sushi, chickpea curry and 

sticky cinnamon rolls are just a few of 

the items already on the multicultural 

potluck menu.  

This month the Dunedin Refugee  

Centre and the Valley Project will host a 

multicultural community potluck com-

plete with cultural performances, kidsɅ 

activities and of course food! 

Dunedin Refugee Centre coordinator 

Aɲfe Harris says they want to bring 

people together and give them oppor-

tunities to make new connections.  

Valley Project intern Erin Silver says: 

ɈOver the last few months weɅve seen 

the importance of community  

connections, especially for those who 

are new to Dunedin.  

ɈThis is an opportunity for all of us, 

whether weɅve been living in the valley 

for one week or 50 years, to come to-

gether over something we all have in 

common ɀ food.ɉ  

The event will kick oϜ at with perfor-

mances by cultural groups from 

around Dunedin and activities for the 

kids. This will be followed by a commu-

nity potluck dinner.  

ɈWeɅre asking people to bring a plate. ϥt 

could be kai from their culture, their 

favourite dish, or just something spe-

cial to them.  

ɈWe want people to be able to share 

something of themselves with the  

community and also have the oppor-

tunity to try something totally new. 

ɈWeɅre excited to see what everyone 

brings,ɉ says Erin. 

The event will be held on Sunday 19 

May at the Dunedin North ϥntermedi-

ate school hall and grounds.  

Performances and kidsɅ activities will 

start at 3.30pm, with dinner from 

5.30pm to suit those observing  

Ramadan.  

Drop oϜ your kai to volunteers at DNϥ 

anytime from 3ɀ5pm. 

*Please note there is no fridge available, 

so please donɅt bring items that need to 

be kept cold. 

Valley Project winners 

Thank you to everybody who ɲlled in the Val-

ley Project community feedback survey. The 

results are very helpful for setting our future 

direction and focus. Congratulations to North 

East Valley resident Peita Ferens-Green who 

was the winner of our $50 voucher draw.  



 

 

p a g e  4              uuu,lmprfc_qrt_jjcw,mpe  251 64/2   v o i c e @ n o r t h e a s t v a l l e y . o r g                                      

DUNEDϥN 

NORTH MenɅs Probus has 

started 2019 with three special 

awards.  

The Life Membership award is 

a rare honour conveyed under 

strict criteria.  

ϥt is awarded to members who 

have given long and outstand-

ing service to the club and is 

limited to a maximum of ɲve at 

any one time. 

ϥt has been several years since 

such an award has been given. 

ϥvor (Curly) Hughes and William 

(Bill) Jackson, both members for 

27 years, were presented with 

life membership plaques,  

certiɲcates and badges after a Christmas dinner last year. 

Club treasurer Murray Gallagher was presented his life member-

ship award during the clubɅs annual general meeting in March.  

Murray has been a member of the club for 23 years. During that 

time he was elected to the committee in 1997, became treasurer  

in 1998, vice-president in 2001 and the clubɅs eighteenth president 

in 2002/03. 

He is the fourth-longest-serving member in the club and likely the 

longest-serving committee member for Probus in all of New  

Zealand. 

Murray also served 36 years in the New Zealand Police, was a 

member of Lions Clubs ϥnternational, both at club and district level, 

and delivered Meals on Wheels for more than 40 years. 

The club itself celebrated an important milestone last year: the 35th 

anniversary of the forming of Dunedin North Probus. 

Dunedin North MenɅs Probus meets on the second Monday of the 

month at North East Valley Bowling Club.  

Members enjoy great fellowship, excellent guest speakers and  

regular outings.  

ϥf you are retired or close to it and would like to know more, contact 

Graeme on 929 4834, or email Peter at peabee@xtra.co.nz. 

ɁPeter Begg 

Longest-serving committee member in NZ 

Dunedin North Mens Probus members awarded life membership for their long and outstanding 

service to the club are, from left, Murray Gallagher, ϥvor (Curly) Hughes and William (Bill) Jackson. 

NEWS community 



 

 

 shop     eat drink 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S 

eat 
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MY ϥNTEREST in movement practices began almost twenty years 

ago. ϥ had physical problems that ϥ needed to ɲx, including a weak 

lower back as well as pain in my shoulders. At the same time my 

life had other issues ɀ challenging relationships, a diʛculty in  

feeling close to others, ɳuctuations in energy levels, to name a few. 

ϥ was yet to make the connection between these two seemingly 

diϜerent parts of my life.  

After several years of searching and trying diϜerent things,  

including yoga, tai chi and dance, but not yet ɲnding real lasting 

help, ϥ came across the moving meditation art of Qigong. Originally 

from China, Qigong is a practice that puts you in a very special 

calm state and works on Qi, the energy in the body.  

Seeing the diϜerence it made in my life and the lives of those  

using it regularly, not just physically but also emotionally and  

mentally, lead me to decide to train as a teacher and make this 

amazing practice an important part of my life.  

Classes are at the Valley Project community rooms, Sundays 4ɀ

5pm and are $10. The last Sunday of the month (4ɀ5pm) is a  

healing meditation. These are a perfect introduction to anyone 

wanting to experience deeper relaxation and the beneɲts that 

Qigong can bring. You can contact me, Jay Glubb, on 027 584 

4537 or bodymindqi@gmail.comɁJay Glubb  

NEWS community Qigong a moving meditation 

A sister art to Tai Chi, the simple ɳowing movements of Qigong 

are easy to learn and allow you to experience a special sense of 

wellbeing and relaxation.  
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Camera-less photography 

exhibition 

 

CAN YOU spend just one hour a 

week chatting with an older  

person? Woodhaugh Rest Home 

and Hospital health care assistant Kerry Otto is 

looking for volunteers. 

ɈMany of our residents desperately crave company 

so ϥɅm reaching out to the community for any  

volunteers who would like to give just one hour of 

their time once a week to spend with them, either 

just chatting, sharing interests or going for a walk. 

Ɉϥt would mean such a lot to them.ɉ 

Phone or text Kerry on 021 0242 6761 for more 

details. 

BRIEF 
in Can you chat? 

DUNEDϥN CϥTY Council work on pipe renewals in 

the Gladstone Rd area starts this month. 

Please call in anytime if you would like to know 

more about the construction programme, access 

and parking. 

Work in the Frame St area will start once the  

Gladstone Rd work is complete. Pipe renewals are 

wrapping up in the Blacks Rd to Calder Ave area 

and should be completed by the end of May. 

Find out more about this project at  

www.dunedin.govt.nz/nevrenewals 

NEV pipe renewal work 

Toy librarian wanted 

ARE YOU friendly, organised, reliable and love 

kids? 

The Dunedin City Toy Library is looking for a toy 

librarian for 2ɀ2.5hrs per week on Saturdays and 

every second Wednesday. The role can be either 

paid or volunteer with perks. 

The toy library is located at 9 Northumberland St 

and is open 3.30ɀ4pm on Wednesdays and  

10ɀ11.30am on Saturdays. 

For more information phone Jen on 021 651 939 

or email dunedincitytoylibrary@gmail.com. 

HortTalk: Japan-inspired 

THREE SEASONS in Japan: an insight into Japanese 

gardening and the parallels with New Zealand 

gardens. A talk from recreational gardener James 

Sim, who visited traditional private, temple and 

botanic gardens in Japan looking at design,  

pruning techniques and the use of rocks. 

Friday 7 June at noon in the information centre at 

Dunedin Botanic Garden. 

THIS MONTH WE TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT THE 

NEW INSULATION REGULATIONS FOR RENTAL HOMES 

HOMES healthy valley 

NEW RENTAL regulations are coming in  

July. ϥf you are a renter or landlord it is a good 

idea to check if your house is up to standard.  

From 1 July this year ceiling and underɳoor 

insulation in rental properties is required 

where reasonably possible. Exceptions  

may include where there is not enough space 

under the ɳoor or in the ceiling. ϥt is the land-

lordɅs responsibility to meet the regulations. 

ϥf the ceiling insulation was installed before July 

2016 then it should be at least 70mm thick. ϥf 

the insulation is still to be installed, or was in-

stalled after July 2016, it needs to be at least 

120mm thick. ϥt must be in good condition and 

without gaps.  

For the underɳoor, most insulation products 

except foil will meet the requirements. ϥf the 

house does have foil this will have to be removed and replaced with under-

ɳoor insulation. ϥt is illegal to repair or replace foil yourself due to the risk of 

electrocution.  

All tenancy agreements since 2016 should include an insulation  

statement. ϥf this does not show the required insulation, or you are con-

cerned the insulation doesnɅt meet the requirements, try to have a look if 

possible. ϥf there is an issue, let Tenancy Services know and they will  

investigate. Landlords can be ɲned up to $4000 and the money is usually 

paid to the tenants. 

ϥn the next couple of years further regulations are being introduced, such 

as requirements to have bathroom extractor fans and a kitchen range-

hood, sorting drainage issues, reducing draughts, and having a heater in 

the lounge suitable for heating the space to 18°C.  

For further information on the regulations check with Tenancy Services at 

www.tenancy.govt.nz or phone 0800 836 262. 

The Dunedin City CouncilɅs Eco Design Advisor service can also provide 

practical advice. For more information, and to book a free assessment of 

your home, visit the city council website at www.dcc.govt.nz or email 

ecodesign@dcc.govt.nz or call 477 4000. 

ɁEco Design Advisor Dunedin City Council Lisa Burrough  

Dunedin City Council  

Eco Design advisor Lisa 

Burrough 

Insulation in rentals 

Ɇ continued from page 1 

THE PROGRAMME does not include rental homes, but new regulations 

come into eϜect on 1 July in which rental homes must have ceiling and  

underɳoor insulation, and new regulations around suʛcient heating  

appliances are on their way. Turn to page 6 to ɲnd out more.  

You can ɲnd out if you are eligible for the insulation subsidies in seconds at 

www.energywise.govt.nz/tools/warmer-kiwi-homes-tool/ 

ϥf you donɅt have access to the internet or you are unsure, call in to the  

Valley ProjectɅs Heat Seekers: Healthy Homes in the Valley drop-in clinics at 

the community rooms on Tuesdays from 10amɀnoon. 

Jordana recommends people apply for the subsidy as soon as possible as 

there are only two approved installers in Dunedin and they are already busy 

with insulating rental properties before the new rental regulations come 

into force.ɁEdith Leigh 

Insulation subsidies for more homes 



 

 

uuu,lmprfc_qrt_jjcw,mpe  251 64/2   v o i c e @ n o r t h e a s t v a l l e y . o r g                p a g e  7  

IT HAS BEEN AN EXCITING TWO YEARS SINCE THE FORMATION OF 

OPEN VUE WITH LOADS OF RESEARCH AND EDUCATION  

HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY, ESPECIALLY WITH SCHOOL 

CHILDREN. 

WE WANT TO SHARE A LITTLE BIT OF OUR HISTORY AND  

HIGHLIGHTS HERE WITH YOU AND INVITE YOU TO THE OPEN VUE 

PARTY AT THE END OF THE MONTH! 

 

The past year 
ϥt was an exciting day for Open VUE (Open Valley Urban  

Ecosanctuary), about this time last year, when we found out  

we had received a second year of Curious Minds PSP 

(Participatory Science Platform) funding.  

This funding meant we were able to continue with our  

scientiɲcally driven backyard biodiversity programme and  

include more schools and extra elements.  

We had already learnt a little about the birds and mammalian 

predators of the Lindsay Creek catchment, and we were now 

excited to learn more about the lizard and soil invertebrate* 

life.  

 

The plan and a party invite 
This is the ɲrst stage of our plan, projected to 2025, which in-

volves working with school children to survey and learn about 

the diϜerent species that already inhabit North East Valley.  

ϥf you are keen to ɲnd out more about the insects, bugs, or 

lizards living here, come along to our Open VUE Party. 

ϥtɅs on Sunday 26 of May at 2pm in the North East Valley  

Normal School hall.  

Our young scientists are excited to share their ɲndings with 

you.  

We can use this knowledge to inspire children and the  

community to learn more about the natural world outside their 

doorstep as well as discover any actions we may need to  

proceed with in order to enhance the habitat corridor linking 

Orokonui Ecosanctuary with wider Dunedin. 

 

Ecosanctuary overspill 
Some species in Orokonui Ecosanctuary (namely birds) are 

doing so well, their populations are spilling out over the fence 

and dispersing to the wider area.  

We hope that at least some of these individuals will make their 

way across the landscape through the Lindsay Creek habitat 

corridor and into Dunedin city.  

We have heard anecdotal accounts of kākā from Orokonui  

visiting kākā at Dunedin Botanic Gardens.  

One day, hopefully, we can see these and other birdlife living in 

our own backyards, here, in the Lindsay Creek catchment area.  

 

What weɅve done 
We are beginning to make our way towards this goal ɀ through 

education as well as some actions.  

Throughout 2018 we received further funding grants from the 

Speights Freshwater fund,  Te Ao Tūroa: DunedinɅs environ-

ment strategy, and the Lotteries Environment, which have  

allowed us to further develop our education programme and 

community development.  

These grants have enabled us to run a whole series of work-

shops and events. Our workshops have included:  

¶ TRAPBOX making 

¶ cat collars 

¶ bird feeders 

¶ lizard lounges 

 

Events have included:  

¶ local Spring Clean with weeding and rubbish disposal 

¶ Lindsay Creek clean-ups 

¶ eco-crafting 

¶ Lindsay Creek planting 

 

Our collaborators 
While this funding has really helped to propel us towards our 

goals, we would not be as far along as we are without our 

amazing community support and our strong collaborative 

partnerships. Collaborations are such an important aspect to 

the success of community conservation projects such as this.  

We collaborate with the local community, the Valley Project, 

Orokonui Ecosanctuary, the University of Otago, Love the 

Lindsay, and have received sponsorship from Mitre 10. We 

have also received donations from Studio Tula and 

Conservation Volunteers Coastal Otago. 

 

*ϥnvertebrates are generally small animals that donɅt have an in-

ternal skeleton (unlike humans). Some invertebrates have a hard 

outer shell (called an exoskeleton) like insects, spiders, beetles and-

crabs, and some have soft bodies, like worms, slugs and octopuses. 

¶ bug bungalows 

¶ predator detection 

¶ seed balls 
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