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Driven for Results? Contact me today 

School roll doubles 

From 22 pupils at the start of 2017 the school roll at Pine Hill School has doubled to more than 

40 children with a big influx of new families into the new entrant class. New school principal 

Melissa Ward, now in her fourth term at the small, community-centred school, is bubbling over 

with passion for the school, it’s staff and their “awesome families”. *Read the full story on page 3. 

THE SLEEK, well-rounded, fluffy tabby cat of Steep Café 

(formerly the GRID Café and Roastery) had become 

something of a valley identity when it was discovered the 

cat wasn’t who we all thought she was. 

Known locally as Toby, it turns out Toby’s real name is 

Bella. Yes she is a female, but even more astonishing, it 

appears that she escaped from the old post office in  

Ravensbourne, before somehow making her way up and 

over the hill  to make a new home in North East Valley’s 

old post office. 
• continued on page 4 

Clues missed in mystery of post office cat 

Paul Milner and son Levi are reunited with Bella, better 

known as Toby in the valley, at Steep Café in the valley’s 

old post office, after she was lost three years ago when 

she escaped from the old post office in Ravensbourne. 



 

 

The Valley Project is a registered charitable organisation 

If you like what we do you can donate at www.givealittle.co.nz/northeastvalley Valley Project  

office hours: 

10am–2pm 

Tuesday–Friday 

Closed Monday & 

school holidays 

NORTH EAST Valley made a strong showing at the Keep 

Dunedin Beautiful Awards with both Love the Lindsay and OpenVUE 

(Open Valley Urban Ecosanctuary) picking up awards. 

Second place in the Taylor Community Pride award went to Love the  

Lindsay for their work in putting together and running the Creekfest 

events as well as their instrumental efforts in cleaning, clearing and  

promoting the history of Lindsay Creek. 

OpenVUE members were thrilled to be highly commended for their work 

to restore and enhance biodiversity in the valley. Educator Clare Cross 

says they were very excited to get the award. It was amazing to see all the 

mahi happening towards a beautiful Dunedin and to feel like part of  

something bigger. 
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Keep ‘the valley’ Beautiful awards 

Pictured, above right: Love the Lindsay members Wendy Allen, left, and 

Kaitrin McMullan, right, with Dunedin mayor Dave Cull at the Keep Dunedin 

Beautiful award ceremony. 

Below right: OpenVUE co-chair Eleanor Linscott, Orokonui Ecosanctuary lead 

educator Tahu Mckenzie, OpenVUE educator Clare Cross and Dunedin 

mayor Dave Cull with their highly commended award. 

WE HAD some awesome ideas and  

discussions at OpenVUE’s (Open Valley  

Urban Ecosanctuary) OpenCHAT. Many  

ideas flowed around the room during this 

evening of community consultation.  

The enthusiasm and energy from adults 

and children alike for a community project 

of this nature is highly motivating to help us 

to continue to grow.  

Along on this journey is a large number of 

children, all becoming specialised biodiver-

sity-minded backyard scientists and we are 

lucky they are all so enthusiastic. 

The data they collect can help us to discov-

er and enhance the species we have in the Lindsay Creek catchment area.  

Through discovery and nurture of biodiversity in our backyards, we can hope to 

see an increase in numbers and diversity of wildlife. Each pocket of biodiversity 

throughout urban spaces can benefit from a wide range of activities so it’s  

encouraging to hear we are on the right track.—OpenVUE educator Clare Cross 

Open enthusiasm and energy flows 
 

New exec board 

A NEW Valley Project executive 

board was elected at the project’s 

annual general meeting earlier 

this year. 

The board farewelled long-serving 

members Steve O’Connor and 

Margaret Hillerby and thanked 

them for their years of 

committement, enthusiasm and 

energy for their community. 

The elected board members are: 

Pete Abbey, Joseph Flaherty, 

Sarah Gallagher, Nolan Hill, Fraser 

Hunter, Natasha Murachver, Rosa 

Rhiannon Miles-Seeley, Lois Scott-

Muir, Ian Telfer, Rob Thomson, 

Steve Tripp and Megan Turnball. 

Sharing ideas during the OpenVUE 

community consultation. 
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Valley cats movements mapped out 
THE HABITS of North East Valley cats and local attitudes to native  

wildlife will be the basis of a short film about responsible cat owner-

ship being created by Science Communication Masters student Tegan 

Good. 

Tegan has been studying a select group of valley cats equipping them 

with GPS collars and tracking when and where they go. 

“All my cat owners have been very surprised at how far their cats go. 

Most of them thought their cat would only go a few houses around 

their home but they go a lot further.” 

The data she has gathered so far shows that cats are often around 

home during the day but they go on “a really big excursion” at night or 

in the early hours of the morning. Cats, whose owners are away during 

the day, will often do another big excursion during the day. 

The basic principles of responsible cat ownership include de-sexing 

your cat, keeping them indoors at night or all the time, wearing a collar 

and having them microchipped, which allows pet cats to be easily  

identified from strays. 

The best collar to use is a very bright collar that looks a little like a hair 

scrunchie, as birds can see bright colours in low light. Studies have 

shown this type of collar to be more effective than collars with a bell. 

Tegan is also asking all valley residents to take 10  minutes to complete 

her online survey. The survey has been designed to gather people’s 

feelings and attitudes towards native wildlife and to find out if people 

prefer native wildlife to introduced species. 

The 10-minute survey can be found with the link: bit.ly/NEVsurvey 

NEWS community 

Science Communication Masters student Tegan Good at 

home with her mother’s cat, Banderas. Tegan is creating a 

short film about responsible cat ownership. 

Pupil numbers on the rise as school flourishes 

A SURGE in the number of pupils at Pine Hill 

School hasn’t just meant more children in 

classrooms, it has also lead to more staff for 

the small community school, including two 

extra full-time teachers. 

From just 22 pupils at the start of 2017 the 

school roll has doubled to 42, with the new 

entrant class swelling with the arrival of 11 

new families. 

School prinicipal Melissa Ward’s passion for 

her school is evident within minutes of talk-

ing to her as she bubbles over with enthusi-

asm about their lovely tamariki, the fantastic, 

friendly staff, and the school’s amazing 

grounds, classrooms and resources. 

“There are some real misconceptions about 

our school out there — ‘that it is closing’. But 

it’s not closing. In fact we are just thrilled 

with what we have here and how the school 

is growing.”  

Melissa, who is in her fourth term at the 

school, says they have built a strong relation-

ship with the Family Ties Educare early child-

hood centre across the road, as well as  

going on school visits to Jonathan Rhodes 

Kindergarten. 

Positive feedback is starting to filter 

back from the community and visi-

tors to the school, about the school, 

with people talking about the great 

atmosphere.  

“I’m loving my role here. Our kids are 

awesome and we have got fantastic 

staff.” The school’s board of trustees 

is very supportive and the school’s 

PTA group, Friends of Pine Hill 

School, was just recently  

re-established, she says. 

There has been a lot happening at 

the school as they embrace opportu-

nities that come their way. A parent 

has started a kapa haka group for the 

entire school which they all love being a part 

of and everyone is looking forward to  

performing at Otago Polyfest, Melissa says.  

The school visited Otago Girls High School 

and was inspired by watching their kapa 

haka group perform and those high school 

pupils then ran mini-workshops with the 

children.  

Students from Otago Polytechnic have been 

coming to do physical and health activities 

with the children every week as part of their 

course work. The school is also taking part in 

the OpenVUE (Open Valley Urban Ecosanc-

tuary) children as scientists programme, 

learning about and researching what pre-

dates against native wildlife are in the area. 

The school welcomes visitors and Melissa 

says she will always stop what she is doing 

and happily show people around their 

“wonderful school”.—Edith Leigh 

Pine Hill School pupil Sol Somnium (7) reads to 

children during the school’s transition to school 

class for four-year-olds. 
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Hi Matthew, would you like to briefly introduce yourself? 

Hi, I’m Matthew. I’m a mental health nurse, a parent, a musician, a 

poet. And I’m here to talk about the mental well-being sessions I 

run throughout Otago and Southland. 

You are the person behind TASK. Could you briefly outline what 

TASK is? 

I started TASK because I worked in mental health services for ages 

and saw gaps where knowledge and support was needed but lack-

ing. TASK provides education for whanau and community at grass-

roots level, offering people knowledge to support themselves in 

emergency situations and on a day-to-day recovery path. 

What is going to be covered in your workshops in North East Valley? 

We’re going to look at anxiety in the first session. Then we’ll look at 

depression, self-harm and suicidality in the second. And the third 

session covers general well-being and routes to wellness, outlining 

many things you can do to promote your wellbeing and that of the 

people around you.  

Who do you think your workshops are aimed at? 

These workshops are for everyone in North East Valley. We’re all 

susceptible to mental distress and should have this knowledge to 

support ourselves. Roughly one in five people will experience seri-

ous mental illness in New Zealand and we have the highest suicide 

rate in the Western world. It’s really important to have this infor-

mation even before experiencing mental illness. 

These workshops are really gentle, I try to make it humorous and not too boring or traumatic to learn about ways to support your-

self.   

TASK is an organisation which is focused on supporting local people on a grass roots level to learn about mental wellbeing, first aid 

and to strengthen the resilience of communities. 

The TASK Mental Wellness workshops are on 11 and 18 September, and 2 of October from 6.30–8.30pm in the North East Valley 

Normal School hall. Cost is $10 waged or koha for any other circumstances. 

TASK Mental Wellness will be offering community workshops in North East Valley this month. 

Jörg D Bendt talks to Matthew Peppercorn, the founder of TASK, to find out more. 

NEWS community 

• continued from page 1 

Matthew Peppercorn will be running a series of mental 

wellbeing workshops in North East Valley this month. 

WHEN SHE first arrived at what was then the 

GRID, it was assumed the cat was leftover 

from a neighbouring student flat and  

abandoned. Soon named Toby, the cat was 

shy and skitterish, and slept under the 

neighbour’s house getting through a large 

pipe hole at ground level. 

Staff from the Otago Hospice who were reg-

ular customers at the café grew to love Toby 

and even paid for her medical bills at the vet. 

Toby was well fed by the café, the hospice 

and various neighbours and gradually grew 

to such proportions she could no longer fit 

through the hole under the house. 

Then last month Paul Milner stopped at the 

café for a coffee and immediately recognised 

Toby, or rather, Bella. There were a few tears 

and Bella meowed.  

Paul told the café staff that he and his wife 

Mel had been devastated when Bella went 

AWOL after they moved to a new home in 

the former Ravensbourne Post Office three 

years ago. When they moved they kept Bella 

shut inside, but she escaped through an old 

post office mail slot. 

We can only assume she went bush straight 

away and climbed up and over Signal Hill 

and down into the valley, choosing another 

old post office to become her home. 

It turns out that Bella who was assumed to 

be about five years old is actually nine and 

she also has a daughter called Panda who 

lives with Paul and the family at their new 

Waitati home. 

Despite being a regular visitor in Steep, Paul 

had never seen Bella, but clues to her 

whereabouts were missed. 

Paul’s eight-year-old son Levi had told his 

parent that he had patted Bella at his school, 

but they thought he must be mistaken. But 

Levi’s school, North East Valley Normal 

School, is just down the road from Steep 

Café. 

Bella who had been with the Milner’s from 

before Levi was born used to sit on the end 

of his bed and meow when there was  

trouble. It must have been a cat’s sixth sense 

that led Bella back to her childhood friend. 

After a lot of thought and a difficult decision, 

Toby/Bella has now gone home with her 

family to make a new home in Waitati. She 

will be missed but we all hope she stays 

home this time!—Steep Café co-owner Martin 

Haanen 

Promoting mental wellbeing  

The cat that came back in a post office hop 
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THE WAFT of Crusty pies will return to North East Valley in a few weeks 

when Crusty Corner re-opens its doors after nearly two years of  

demolition works and a complete re-furbishment of its former site.  

Crusty Corner owner Rob Barker was forced to close his café, situated 

at the Gardens corner of Bank Street and North Road, in December 

2016, after rotten boards were discovered in the building. 

Builder Andrew Stevenson says he has been working on the site since 

November 2017. 

“Crusty is coming back.” 

The building owner, who declined to give his name, says he has owned 

the building since 1987. He decided to re-furbish the building when 

rotten walls were discovered at the rear of the building, and after  

advice from his architect and builder. The old tenants will be back and 

there is an apartment for students as well, he says. 

Rob says the building looks really good. “It’s amazing. 

“Once they finish all the work, we get three weeks to do the fit out  

before re-opening our doors. Same meals, same cakes, same  

sandwiches.”—Julie Howard, Valley Voice reporter 

Crusty comeback on the cards Pack & pass on 
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Get your quiz team together for kindy 

Children at Jonathan Rhodes Kindergarten will be the winners from all funds raised at the kindy’s annual quiz night.  

The quiz night will be held on Thursday 20 September at the North East Valley Bowls Club. Doors open at 6.30pm for a 7pm start. 

The cost is $5 per person with teams of four to six people. There are lots of great prizes, it will be great fun. See you there! 

Phone 473 9107 to register your team. 

Making butter the old way 

Enjoying a class visit to Olveston House are North East Valley 

Normal School pupils, from left, Jackson Still, Winter Edwards and 

Mary Richards, all 5 years.  

Polyfest excitement builds 

Dunedin North Intermediate school pupils have been 

working hard to prepare for their performance at this 

year’s Otago Polyfest. 

DUNEDIN NORTH Intermediate was amongst the original 

groups to perform when the annual Otago Polyfest festival 

when it first started 25 years ago. 

This year they will be one of 150 groups performing over 

five days at the festival of Māori and Pasifika cultural 

performances. 

The DNI group will be performing on the opening night on 

Monday 10 September and all the other valley schools, 

including North East Valley Normal School, Opoho School 

and Sacred Heart School are all regular participants. 

The festival gives everyone a chance to participate and 

encourages positive cross-cultural relationships. A key aim 

is to promote te reo Māori and other Pacific languages, 

and the festival coincides with Te Wiki o te Reo Māori. 

The festival is on in the More FM Arena in the Edgar  

Centre for the week 10–14 September.  

MAKING BUTTER was the highlight of a visit to Olveston Historic 

House for children in room H5 at North East Valley Normal 

School. 

It was fun, says six-year-old David Clarke-Prebble. “My favourite 

room was the library because it had a cool chair.” 

Five-year-old Mary Richards enjoyed dressing up. “The girls got 

to put on aprons. My favourite room was the sitting room  

because it was beautiful.” 

Teacher Amanda Townsend said the visit was part of a wider 

project the children have been learning about called “our house, 

our shelter”. They have been exploring houses across time. 

They were shown around all the rooms at Olveston before they 

made butter and spread it on bread to eat it. “They loved it.” 
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Ph Marco at Family Works 
Buddy Programme 470 0840 
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North Dunedin 

Dakin Electrical 
 
 

* Guaranteed Electrical Service 
* Reasonable Rates 

* Pensioner Concessions 
* Domestic and Commercial 

 
 
 

Ph: 473 7981 
88 Selwyn St, NEV 

027 4322 381 

 

A-Team Maintenance 
Home/Building Repairs 

& General Maintenance 

Marty Hillerby 
Builder/Joiner 

25 Cardigan St 
North East Valley, Dunedin 9010 

M: 027 6000 404 
a-teammaintenance@outlook.co.nz 
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BRIEF 
in 

ology NEV- new tai chi class 

Wild bird talks and walks 

E-bikes for hire 

—

LoomRoom popular 

—

THE NORTHERN Hemisphere’s recent sweltering heat and huge fires have 

made Dunedin’s maritime climate (that is, dampish and cool more often 

than I’d like) seem almost appealing. 

They have also reminded me about the story of a fire that ripped across 

Mt Cargill a century ago, and the remains of the remarkable trees it left 

behind. 

One hundred and four years ago, in October 1914, some small fires that 

had been lit near Leith Saddle to clear bush, were whipped up by a  

norwest gale into a massive blaze that spread along Mt Cargill all the way 

to Mihiwaka.   

Most of the fire was on the Waitati side of Cargill but on the night of 9 

October it raced over the top and down towards Bethunes Gully where, as 

the Otago Daily Times reported on 12 October 1914 “the lurid flames  

startled the residents of the city.” 

“The whole of Mt Cargill was one mass of flames, which were leaping  

skywards in all directions and lighting up the landscape for many miles 

around. There was only one thing which outvied the brilliancy of the fires 

last night as they crackled and licked up the fresh fuel: that was the great 

bursts of lightning which every now and again lit up the sky over the  

summit of Mount Cargill and blazed on the tops of the Ragged Teeth.”  (I 

think perhaps Tolkien got his inspiration from reading the ODT.) 

The fire roared all night and although much sawn timber and some sheds 

were lost, the houses and farms on the hills were spared by a drop in the 

wind and a downpour of rain the following day.  

The one thing the fire didn’t spare was acres of forest.  It left the summit 

of Cargill smouldering, black and bare, the only things remaining being the 

tall charred trunks of several-hundred-year-old native mountain cedars 

silhouetted on the skyline.   

While the wood of the mountain cedar is fire-resistant, the fire scorched 

all the leaves from the trees, and when trees like this lose their foliage 

they can no longer sustain the woody tissue in their trunk and roots and 

they slowly die. 

Mt Cargill is one of only a few places on the east coast of the South Island 

that you will find our native mountain cedar/kaikawaka/pahautea 

(Libocedrus bidwillii).  It prefers damper climes like the West Coast but it 

thrives on Mt Cargill because of our old friend, the orographic cap cloud 

brought in by the northeast wind, which often shrouds the summit in 

mist.  The fine little cedar leaves intercept the cloud droplets, creating the 

tree’s own little rain shower. 

Cedar doesn’t burn or rot easily, having remarkable anti-microbial  

qualities, which makes it useless as firewood and excellent for roof shin-

gles and window sashes.   

A ghostly reminder of the 1914 fire –

one of many dead cedars between Mt 

Cargill and Butters Peak. 

Mt Cargill a ‘mass of flames’ 

•continued on next page 



 

 

Looking for a new canine family  

member?  

We foster and re-home dogs that have been 

left unwanted at the DCC Pound. 

Each dog is registered, micro chipped, 
vaccinated and will be de-sexed. We ask  
adoptive owners for a donation of $230 
towards these costs. 

Foster homes needed. All essentials 

provided, fully fenced sections required. 

Visit: www.dogrescuedunedin.co.nz or 

phone 03 486 2311. Find us on Facebook! 
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Dr Hamilton is 
warmly welcoming 
patients into his  
new centrally  
located practice  

on Albany Street. 

Albany Street Medical Centre 
477 8812 

29 Albany St, North Dunedin 

Dr Matthew Hamilton 

To register come down or call for more info 

Welcoming New Patients 

DIAL UP the Dunedin City Toy Library on your 

bat-phone fast to book a date with Batman, 

Dragons, Buzz Lightyear or Pirates and let your 

child’s imagination run wild in the library’s  

outdoor space which now has a gate thanks to 

volunteers from the North Dunedin Shed  

Society. 

The gate was installed last month, after the Dun-

edin City Toy Library approached the society for 

help to make their side access safe and secure 

for children.  

Toy library volunteer Rachael McCann says the 

library’s unused gate was too narrow for the 

space so the shed volunteers fitted posts and 

installed the gate for us. We paid for materials and they did the work over the course of a couple of 

weekends. 

“The gate means children can play safely. I think it’s going to be fantastic come summer time. We can put 

the roller-coaster straight down there by the fence.” Society members also fixed a little dolls house. 

North Dunedin Shed Society president Gerard Kenny says they are set up to support other charities and 

good work. “It was a pleasure.” The toy library is open Wednesday 10-11am, and Saturday 10-11.30am. 

—Julie Howard, Valley Voice reporter  

North Dunedin Shed Society members installing a 

new gate at the Dunedin City Toy Library. 

As a result, the dead cedar 

trunks remain to this day, 

washed clean by a century 

of rain and standing tall 

above the regenerating 

bush (including many small 

cedars) as an echo of one of 

Dunedin’s biggest fires. 

Thanks to Peter Johnson, 

botanist at Landcare Re-

search for enlightening me 

on the beautiful mountain 

cedar. I highly recommend 

reading the colourful ac-

count of the fire in the ODT 

on Papers Past at bit.ly/

mtcargillfire —Helen Jack, 

North East Valley scientist 

Fire burns all 

night on slopes 

•continued from  

previous page 

New gate a community effort 



 

 

fitness & health 

 

–

–
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–

further education 

–

 

 

art, craft & music 

–
–

–

 

community groups 

–
–

Classifieds and community notices (for non-profits) 



 

 

Classifieds and community notices (for non-profits) 

for families, kids 

& teens 

–
–

–
–

–

–

–

–

trading corner 

–

 

 

 

Want health, wellbeing  
and relaxation? 

 

Yuan Gong Qigong exercises are 
easy to learn, effective & enjoyable 

 

All welcome 
For class times or private sessions 

contact Jay 027 584 4537 
www.bodymindqi.com 

 

–
–

 church services 

Salvation Army, 43 North Rd, community worker only, Mark O’Donnell  

Sacred Heart Catholic, 89 North Rd, Mass 9.30am 

Glenaven Methodist, 7 Chambers St, 11am 

Pacific Island Presbyterian, 160 North Rd, English 11am on 1st, 2nd and 

3rd Sundays; Cook Island 9.30am; Samoan 11am, 4th and 5th Sundays 

Anglican: St Martin’s, 194 North Rd,  10.45am 

St Thomas', Raleigh St and Pine Hill Rd, children & family service, 4.30pm, 

3rd Sunday  

Opoho Presbyterian, 50 Signal Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Presbyterian, community rooms, 9.30am, first, third and fourth Sun-

days, cafe service, contact Cameron Sinclair on sinclairs@snap.net.nz 

St Mark’s Presbyterian, 304 Pine Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Baptist, 270 North Road, 10.30am. 

 

 

 

Belleknowes Golf Club 
 

Green fees for August $15 
Green fees for September $10 

 

Come & enjoy our fantastic 9-hole golf 
course on Lawson Street 

Spectacular views over the city 
Secretary, Christina King, 467 9499 

–

–

–

–
–



 

 

 Wendy 
Bowman 

Committed to 
achieving  the 

 best results 
for you  

   474 7070   
 027 609 7599   

   wendy.bowman@harcourts.co.nz   
  wendy.bowman.harcourts.co.nz   

Reminder: The Valley Project office is 

closed during school holidays: 

16 December to 27 January 2017 

 

Bar open from 11am daily  

(open from 3pm Mon & Tues) 

Bistro open Thurs-Sunday 

Lunch 11.30am–2pm 

Dinner 5–8pm 
 

 

Kiwi Poker League 
7pm Thursdays 

 

 

The  
Normanby Tavern  

 

what’s on 

wild bird walk 

tai chi 

–

mental wellness 

quiz night 

–

“SPRING IS sprung, the grass is riz, I wonder where my garden 

is?” Are you feeling overwhelmed with weeds and rubbish? 

Then join the 2018 Valley Spring Clean. 

Much like last year, the Valley Project is helping with a free 

skip, e-waste collection and paint collection. Bring your  

unwanted stuff down to the community rooms between noon 

and 3pm on Sunday 23 September.  

There will be recycled craft activities for kids, a sausage  

sizzle ,e-bikes and maybe even a baby goat too. 

 This year we’re also tackling weeds. We need your help and 

what’s cool is that you don’t even have to take them away 

yourself.  

There are three options: First, book a fadge and fill it with your 

own weeds from home. We’ll pick it up and give you some 

natives to fill the gaps.  

Second, jump on the Weed Blitz Tour Bus to help at public 

spaces around the valley that need a bit of love.  

Third, if you’re feeling really bold, form a team and take on the 

weeds on your street or in your neighbourhood – we’ll help 

you with this too.  

To get involved with the weeding work, contact co-

ordinator Simon Noble on 021 468406. Tools and gloves will 

be available for public places and for the tour. We also need 

drivers, craft-makers and sausage sizzlers, even if you can only 

spare an hour.  

Head to bit.ly/valleyspringclean to register your interest or 

contact Kaitrin on 027 460 9885. 

Ma pango ma whero, ka oti ai te mahi, working together the 

job will be done.—Kaitrin McMullan 

Time for a valley spring clean 

Lots of behind-the-scenes action and preparation has been underway to organise a Valley Spring 

Clean with the aim of tackling weeds in the valley, clearing rubbish and responsibly disposing of  

e-waste and old paint. The organising team, pictured from left, Tess Trotter, Kaitrin McMullan,  

Simon Noble and Clare Cross, look forward to the community pitching in and joining them. 

https://goo.gl/forms/jZFCdVUTR6GlUHL23

