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School up the hill on the up 

THERE ϥS an absolute buzz in the air as ϥ enter 

the administration block of Pine Hill school. ϥɅm 

here to meet with Melissa Ward, principal of 

the school for the past three years. And what a 

three years it has been! Beginning as just one 

classroom of 20 children it has been recently 

announced that the third classroom will be 

opening at the school next year as the roll has 

increased to 46 pupils  

Melissa tells me that the school has gone from 

strength to strength over the last three years 

with a great sense of community, a supportive 

Board Of Trustees, fantastic teaching staϜ, and 

and last but not least, the beautiful tamariki 

and whānau who make up the school 

community. Now looking forward to the 

beginning of term for of 2020, Melissa can see 

all the hard work over the last few years paying 

oϜ. She is thrilled to report that ERO are very 

satisɲed with the schoolɅs performance, and of 

course, sheɅs delighted that the Ministry of 

Education has assessed the school as requiring 

additional staʛng for a third classroom.  

 

This will be the ɲrst time since 2011 that the 

school has had a third classroom, and for the 

children it represents a new middle school 

classroom and a greater journey through the 

school as they grow up. The current roll is at 46 

children, 11 of whom are from the families of 

former refugees who have settled in the 

community over the past few years.  

 

Continued on page 5... 
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We are all in the waka together! 
KϥA ORA friends in the 

north end of Dunedin. 

No Ōtepoti ahau. 

Ko Pine Hill te kāinga. 

Ko Natalie Yule Yeoman te ingoa. 

Ngā mihi mahana ki a koutou katoa. 

Hello everyone, my name is Natalie and 

this year ϥ was honoured to be the 2020 

ambassador for Relay for Life, the Cancer 

SocietyɅs iconic event for thousands, cele-

brating survivors of cancer and raising 

support and funds for cancer research in 

Aotearoa. 

ϥ am also a teacher and a musician and 

during level 4 lockdown back in March, ϥ 

wrote a song for children. 

Who would have thought weɅd be living in 

bubbles? 

Needing lots of cuddles and not too 

many troublesɎ 

We are sneezing in our sleeves and soap-

ing up our hands, 

ϥtɅs crazy how this lockdown just changed 

everybodyɅs plans! 

And that about sums up our year so far! 

So many have had major dreams, hopes 

and plans shattered, some repeatedly, 

and turned to custard. Relay for Life got 

put oϜ. Then put oϜ again. 

Anyone who has experienced cancer 

knows that cancer also changes every-

bodyɅs plans, for the person at the centre 

but also the whānau and friends. We 

have to gradually shape ourselves into a 

new reality, to modify plans, to work on 

our coping mechanisms and to keep 

building our lives. We may even become 

pretty good at that. 

ϥ had to do it ɲve and a 

half years ago. 

At the beginning of 2015 ϥ 

was diagnosed with breast 

cancer. By mid-June it was 

discovered my breast can-

cer was metastatic, into 

my bone, and incurable. 

The added challenge was 

that it had been present 

for some years so ϥ also 

had to deal with the pain 

of ɲnding ϥ had a very de-

layed diagnosis. 

ϥ have lived a challenging, 

but fulɲlling life in the 

years since then, with 

teaching, writing music, 

enjoying the support and 

joy of whānau, friends, 

colleagues, health profes-

sionals and neighbours. 

There have been ups and 

downs and on-going treat-

ments, but most of the 

time ϥ feel ɲne. Life is still 

very good! 

ϥ have written my story as a 

book, called ɄA Maze of GraceɅ. And itɅs a 

good story, yes, with pain, but also with 

laughter and learning, sobering and fun-

ny experiences, growth and growing 

pains. And always with Ʉmy band of an-

gelsɅ, that team around us that none of 

us can thrive without. We are all Ʉessential 

workersɅ in the business of helping each 

other to live well. We are, as Jacinda has 

been reminding us all year, a team of ɲve 

million. And within that, there are count-

less small bubbles and teams, that we all 

inhabit.  

 

Covid. Cancer. 

We didnɅt choose either of these, but 

what will we do with them? How will we 

respond? Because that is the crucial 

thing and that, we can choose!  LetɅs 

choose life, community, kindness and 

gratitude. 

He waka eke noa. We are all in the waka 

together! 

My book is available in the Gardens 

shops, at the lovely BloominɅ Gorgeous 

ɳorist, 19 North Road.ɁNatalie Yeoman 
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Fallen soliders families sought 

THE SEARCH is on for family members of 17 fallen soldiers from 

Upper Junction who lost their lives during WW1, named on a me-

morial board that was once in place at the Upper Junction School. 

The original memorial board is believed to have perished in a ɲre 

at the school in 1945. Despite this happening several generations 

ago, the board, and the memory of these soldiers, and the actions 

taken to honour the loss of their lives is ongoing.  

A huge amount of hard work and collaboration has led to the 

preservation of the site where the school, and original lost memo-

rial board, sat. At the top of North Road, looking down and across 

the Valley, lies a wee wedge of land that was gifted by the educa-

tion board at the time to the RSA. Members of the Dunedin NZRA 

& Otago Military Historical Group, local Rotary and neighbours 

have rejuvenated the site where crosses and plinths honour for-

mer students of the school who lost their lives at war. Clearing, 

planting and repairs have all taken place, with the space hoped to 

be used by the community as a quiet place of reɳection and relax-

ation. Neighbours to the site, the Heiller family, along with John 

and Mary-Jane Campbell, have been instrumental in the work on 

the site, with seats also donated by the DCC.  

Meanwhile, a second memorial board, created in the 1980Ʌs, has 

recently moved from the Normanby Tavern to North East Valley 

School, where it will be oʛcially unveiled on Armistice day on 11th 

November at 2pm by local Keith Heiller and his grandson.  

Christine George, of the Dunedin NZRA & Otago Military Historical 

Group, says the group would love to track down family members 

of the soldiers to attend the unveiling of the memorial board. 

Listed alongside are the names featured on the board. Are any of 

these names familiar to you? ϥf so, please contact Christine by 

email to clgonholiday@gmail.com.ɁTess Trotter 



 

 

WϥTH THE days becoming longer and warmer, ϥ feel the pull of 

exploring the outdoors becoming much stronger. With the 

school holidays and warm spring weather, ϥ ɲnd myself with 

some spare time to spend outside. Chingford Park up North 

Road oϜers plenty of opportunity to satisfy my craving for the 

outdoors. Lindsay Creek, running through the heart of Ching-

ford Park and the Valley itself is particularly alluring as the sight 

and sound of the water ɳowing across the river-bed has a calm-

ing eϜect. The creek is also home to many wonderful aquatic 

species such as tuna (eels), Kōura (freshwater crayɲsh) and 

freshwater invertebrates. Across the grassy ɲelds and in the 

bush, the calls and songs of pīwakawaka (fantails), tūi and 

korimako (bellbirds) among many others ɲll the air.  

 

The short loop track carries me up into the bush, where the 

sound of the wind catching and rustling leaves draws my atten-

tion. There are many diϜerent species of trees within Chingford 

Park, with leaves shaped diϜerently from one another. Many 

native trees hold onto their leaves all year round (known as 

Ɉevergreenɉ) although there are a few, like the kōtukutuku (tree 

fuschia) and many introduced trees that let go of their leaves 

(known as Ɉdeciduousɉ) often over winter. Can you ɲnd the 

beautiful tree fuschia thatɅs growing next to the bridge? ϥt has 

orange papery bark.  

 

ϥ havenɅt yet had the adventurous spirit to tackle the orienteer-

ing course that can take you a little more ɈoϜ the beaten trackɉ, 

but if ϥ remember to bring my disc with me, the disc golf course 

takes me exploring through diϜerent parts of the lower park. 

Past the stables, large historic trees and the site of the old 

house are remnants of the estate that was once owned by P.C. 

Niell. You may even go past the ɈRiparian Rhapsodyɉ, a site next 

to the creek that is being weeded and planted by local commu-

nity members. Around the playground and the concrete pad 

that was once a swimming pool, is the community orchard, a 

delightful treat when the trees are fruiting.  

 

ϥf youɅd like to explore Chingford Park this school holidays, but 

are not too sure where to start, check out the ɈNative Plant ϥD 

Walkɉ on our blog (with illustrations from Jo Bone). northeast-

valley.org/blog 

ɁClare Cross, OpenVUE Coordinatoir 
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Pop-up Trap Library  

AT THE Valley Project community rooms, 2 pm - 4 pm. Join the 

Backyard Ecosanctuary by tracking or trapping mammal pred-

ators in your backyard.  

We will have monitoring devices (tracking tunnels, chew cards 

and trail cameras) to help you ɲnd out what might be lurking 

in your backyard as well as traps for rats ($10) and possums 

(free for hire) and some friendly advice! ϥf you would like more 

information or are interested in volunteering, please email 

openvue@northeastvalley.org, or call the Valley Project on 03 

473 8614.ɁClare Cross 

Holiday fun at Chingford Park 

https://www.northeastvalley.org/blog
https://www.northeastvalley.org/blog
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eat shop     drink services 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S 

Continued from front page...  

Melissa is proud to be the principal here. She is proud of the community that 

surrounds the school and feels as if theyɅre a bit of a hidden gem on the hill. The 

Board of Trustees is thrilled with the latest news. The school is a hub for the 

community, with fantastic large grounds and plenty of parent involvement. On the 

day ϥ visited, the entire school is oϜ to visit Larnach Castle, having done some 

inquiry learning about Dunedin over the past term. As a small school, we were 

able to squash all the teachers and students into one classroom to take a picture. 

There was an absolute buzz in the air as all of the children prepared themselves 

to hop on a bus and go on the adventure. Ka pai, Pine Hill! ɁTess Trotter 

Attention:  

Our September issue fea-

tured a story on the Election 

Candidates evening in 

Opoho. The story included a 

photograph of the candidates evening  

from 2017.  

Please note, the current candidates are not 

those pictured in this article.  



 

 

KARAWHUϥA NGĀ tamariki! Students from the North East Valley 

Normal School Te Rōpu Manaaki class presented a planter to the 

DCC made from 6 monthsɅ worth of polystyrene packaging from 

Captain Bikeheart (Steve Ward) at the Valley Community Work-

space. With the plants donated by Open VUE, and the paint do-

nated by Kaitrin McMullan, this was a real mingling of resources!  

But the main resource was the artwork by the school students 

who made planters for all their house-

holds, as well as writing a group poem 

to bemoan the environmental eϜects 

of polystyrene on our beautiful earth 

mother, Papatuanuku. Raylene Buttler

-Gage, who alongside her classmate 

Te Atua Stettner represented the class 

said Ɉϥ felt really nervous talking but ϥ 

hope they listen and make a place to 

recycle. Polystyrene is like a virus be-

cause it spreads and you can get poi-

soned and animals can too. 

ϥn class, they learnt about the long-

lasting nature of this packaging, how 

wildlife and the oceans are polluted, 

and itɅs carcinogenic fumes when 

heatedɎnasty stuϜ! They attended the 

DCC Planning and Environment com-

mittee meeting, to present their con-

cerns and to ask for alternatives to be 

supported, as well as a Recycling Re-

source Centre to be set up. ϥn the 

words of the wise, Manaaki whenua, manaaki tangata, haere 

whakamua - care for the earth, care for the people, go forward. 

Raylene and Te Atua say ɈWe want to say thanks to our teacher 

Whaea Mel, Kaitrin and our school for letting us have this oppor-

tunity that not every kid can have. He tino tau ke koeɉ.ɁKaitrin 

McMullan 
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PHϥLANTHROPϥSTS, Hannah 

Schönleben and Lucy ϥreland (Ōpoho 

School Year 5 students) on a play-

date one day, decided to teach each 

other how to sew. They started oϜ 

with sewing a face mask and sud-

denly thought that they could make 

and sell them, and at the same time, 

raise money for the Dunedin Wildlife 

Hospital. Both girls are passionate 

about wildlife and love penguins. 

LucyɅs mum is a volunteer worker at 

the Dunedin Wildlife Hospital.  

They have been sewing ɳat out each 

weekend, during many playdates 

and after school. There have been 

many late nights sewing to fulɲl the 

ever-growing orders which have 

reached more than 50.  

The masks have been priced cheaply 

at $5 each and are beautifully made 

with fun and funky fabrics. Buyers 

are encouraged to pay more if they 

wish, to help support this great 

cause.Ɂ Taina Henderson.  

Enterprising Opoho students raise funds for wildlife 

Pupils call on DCC for Polystyrene solutions 



 

 

uuu,lmprfc_qrt_jjcw,mpe ­ 251 64/2 ­  v o i c e @ n o r t h e a s t v a l l e y . o r g                p a g e  7  

trade directory 
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New Massage therapist 

ϥ HAD the pleasure of visiting 

local Karen Mayhew at her 

new massage studio on 

Ainslee Place. KarenɅs space 

is fresh, warm and inviting, as 

is she. An experience mas-

sage therapist, she instantly 

put me at ease with her 

knowledgeable assessment 
of my aches and pains. A true 

listener, Karen was able to 

identify problem areas and 

give me sound advice as well 

as a lovely back rub.  

ϥt was a delight to chat about 

the neighbourhood and how 

the children are going at 

school, plus of course the 

huge bonus of not having to 

leave the Valley or search for 

a park in town!  KarenɅs busi-

ness is East Coast massage, 

and she advertises on the 

back page of the Valley Voice.

ɁTess Trotter  

Speed limits changing  

rary kerb build-outs and 

gateways. 

Kerb build-outs will indicate 

gateways to our school zone, 

encouraging motorists to 

reduce speeds and be pre-

pared for high numbers of 

pedestrians around school 

start and ɲnish times. They 
narrow the road width to 

ensure the school zone signs 

are as visible to drivers as 

possible. 

The temporary buildouts 

and gateways will be re-

placed with permanent work 

later. 

This work is part of DCCɅs 

schoolsɅ speed management 

programme project to im-

prove road safety outside 

Dunedin schools. Schools 

prioritised to receive these 

improvements this term be-

cause of the 

risk to pedes-

trians and cy-

clists from 

speeding vehi-

cles include Bayɲeld High, 

Fairɲeld, Dunedin North ϥn-

termediate, Sacred Heart, 

George Street Normal, East 
Taieri, Waitati, Wakari and 

Kaikorai Valley College. 

See dunedin.govt.nz/

schoolsafety 

WORK ϥS continuing on 

changing speed limits 

around Sacred Heart School. 

TheyɅre being lowered from 

50km to 40km during school 

pick-up and drop-oϜ times. 

From 8am to 9.30am and 

2pm to 4pm on weekdays 

youɅll need to slow down 
when you approach and 

leave the school. 

Electronic signs will remind 

you about the new speed 

limit. 

Other road safety improve-

ments the Dunedin City 

Council is installing around 

our school include tempo-

Seeking sleepout 

SLEEPOUT/SMALL cottage 

wanted, with urgency! 

Wanted to rent in Pine Hill 

or North Dunedin.  

Please contact Des on 

027 7828 900 
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Ghostly tales in the Valley 

MY FRϥEND James requested a column about North East Valley 

ghost stories. Some may think this a bit non-scientiɲc for a sci-

ence/environment column, and you'd be right. Science is a real-

ly useful method for measuring and determining what might 

happen in the physical world, for example predicting how a 

virus might spread through a population. But science is not as 

useful when it comes to things that are hard to objectively as-

sess, such as the nature of consciousness, or what happens 

when we die. What is real and well-studied though is humans' 

fascination with tales of spirits since time immemorial. Ghost 

stories also open doors into our history... 

My initial investigations threw up a few leads.  Dunedin ghost 

tour guide Andrew Smith's book Dunedin is a Ghost Town 

mentions footsteps coming from where the Normanby 

Tavern's second story used to be, above the bistro. A Sunday 

afternoon ɲeld trip was required. Richard the proprietor did tell 

me they had heard odd noises but these had stopped after 

they trapped a rat. Hmmm.  He did, however, show me some 

very frightening photos of past Halloween fancy dress nights. 

One of the long-time patrons also could not report any strange 

goings ons but did tell me that his house up the road was 

haunted by a murdered prostitute. Verdict: unlikely. 

ϥn another story a past pharmacist down at the Gardens shops 

had a disturbing habit of pinching female employee's bums, 

even after he died. Andrew Smith claims to have met the hus-

band of one of the pinchees who can corroborate the story. 

Brendan, the current pharmacist at Gardens Antidote, said heɅd 

never felt anything odd, but then the chemist has moved a few 

times in recent years and perhaps the ghost did not go with. 

Verdict: possible. 

But the most moving ghost story in the Valley comes from the 

far northern reaches - Upper Junction. Once, when North Road 

was the main road out of town, Upper Junction was a thriving 

little community with a school and a hotel, somewhere to rest 

the bullocks and horses after their walk up the hill. ϥt has been 

said that three ghostly men have been seen standing at the 

sharp bend in the road, at the junction with Clava Street. Could 

they be three of the 17 Upper Junction men - including three 

Paisley brothers and four Brennan brothers - that were killed 

during World War ϥ? 

None of the present or former residents of Upper Junction ϥ 

spoke to had ever seen anything particularly odd, nor had they 

loitered around that corner with a couple of mates looking 

spooky. On that corner though, behind the macrocarpas, is a 

memorial to the 17 lost former pupils of Upper Junction school 

in what used to be the school playground. Seventeen little 

white plaques stand next to 17 little new kowhai trees, which 

have replaced the original 17 native beech trees planted after 

the war. The RSA is currently working to tidy up the memorial 

and provide safer access from North Road. Verdict: unlikely, 

but a melancholy place none the less. 

ϥn an interesting twist Upper Junction SchoolɅs memorial 

boards, listing those ex-pupils who fought in WWϥ and WWϥϥ, 

have hung in the Normanby TavernɅs bistro for many years. 

Now that the tavern is being sold the boards are moving to the 

North East Valley School hall, where they will be unveiled on 

Armistice Day, 11 November.   

Perhaps it is the very fact that we don't have all the answers 

that makes ghost stories so intriguing. ϥmagine how unmysteri-

ous the world would be if we did. ϥf you want to delve further 

into Dunedin's spooky past, check out Andrew Smith's Hair 

Raiser ghost tours at hairraisertours.com/.ɁHelen Jack  


