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I RECENTLY sat down and had a yarn with 

creator, engineer, valley-dweller and self-

confessed yurt obsessor Adam Guyton of Tree 

Cosy Yurts, a local business. Tree Cosy brings to 

you a new species of yurt, an elegant, simple 

and economical model. Using materials like 

breathable polycotton canvas, NZ sheep’s wool 

insulation and locally sourced untreated timber 

means their production is gentle on the 

environment, fitting with their eco-conscious 

principles.  

Most yurts are wrapped in poly-vinyl chloride 

(PVC) and suffer from noxious off-gassing. This 

material has no ability to regulate humidity 

inside, which leads to dampness and mould. To 

combat this issue the team has developed a 

curved window made from cast acrylic.  

Cont. Pg. 2  

Talk yurty to me 



 

 

     IT WOULD seem there's a fair few of us that are 

   quite happy to see the back of 2020 and are ready to 

openly embrace 2021.  

After a delightful Kirihimete break we kicked off our new year 

with a good old fashioned tidy up of the community space down 

here at the project. We’ve weeded, raked, water blasted, painted 

and had a bit of a revamp of some familiar zones. Reception has 

had a rearrange and we’ve installed two new hot desks in the Te 

iputake room, so pop down for a cuppa and a wee gander! 

Speaking of reception, we’re on the lookout for a new volunteer 

extraordinaire to join our wonderful team helping at the 

community hub. Please come and see us or contact Charlotte if 

you’re interested.  

2021 will also see our hours change – we’ll be closed every 

Monday, but open late until 7pm each Thursday, and open from 

10:30-2:30 each Saturday in term one.  

We’ve got some really great classes and workshops on offer this 

year; I’m personally looking forward to the Make A Planter Pot 

workshop where Marion Familton will oversee the creation of 

terracotta planter pots! Marion who has been a ceramicist and 

ceramic teacher for numerous years trained at the Dunedin 

School of Art and is a long-time member of the Stuart Street 

Potters Co-op. With the current trend for indoor plants, she 

thought it would be fun to offer this workshop to the 

community. The workshop will be held on the 16th of February, 

it’s $10 to participate but the numbers are extremely limited so 

do get in touch with jess@northeastvalley.org if you want to 

book your place. 

There are a couple of new features to the Valley Voice this 

month. With the frequent use of Te Reo Māori in our 

publication, we’ve decided to include a handy wee translation of 

all the Te Re Māori used in this month's Valley Voice, as a small 

way to encourage the use and learning of the language. See 

page 8. The other new addition is a more detailed ‘What’s On’ 

column on page 9. With all the goings on in the valley we 

thought why not include a handy event guide. Please contact us 

on voice@northeastvalley.org to have your event listed. - Jess 

Covell 

p a g e  2              w w w . n o r t h e a s t v a l l e y . o r g     •      4 7 3  8 6 1 4     •      v o i c e @ n o r t h e a s t v a l l e y . o r g                                     

Cont. From page 1.  

Alongside its strength and excellent clarity it doesn’t cling like 

the classic sewn-in windows, which collect a lot of moisture. 

They also have moisture control built into the fabric of the yurt, 

and the materials used in the construction are safe not only for 

the dwellers of the finished yurt but for the builders too – and 

most importantly for Mother Earth.  

Having lived in a yurt themselves, the team is familiar with what 

can make the experience better, so along with these 

improvements Adam has also developed features such as coat 

hooks, shelving systems, curtain rails and even guitar holders. 

The pièce de résistance, however, is the circular reciprocal 

vortex roof, an incredibly aesthetically pleasing feature designed 

to be both beautiful and functional.  

Having spent untold hours working through the design and 

performing in-depth calculations, Adam has made sure their 

yurts are built in accordance with New Zealand standards and 

that his design can handle everything the local environment can 

throw at it. He has also developed a program that with the click 

of a button produces the working drawings for the design. 

Having concluded all these findings, he then presented a report 

to lecturers and engineers, all of whom were thoroughly 

impressed by his work.  

Because of this report, Adam was nominated by Otago 

Polytechnic and selected by the Ministry of Business Innovation 

and Employment as a candidate for the Global Young Scientists 

Summit. This year due to COVID-19, the summit was presented 

online. Adam likens it to a series of Ted Talks, with the ability to 

connect and network with like-minded people.  

Their eco-conscious philosophy became evident as I got the 

tour of their workspace, their home. Shelley, Adam’s partner and 

chief sewer, has graduated from sewing in their lounge to a 

classic-style old camping tent. Much of their equipment and 

tools are hand-me-downs and repurposed. It's incredible that 

this team of two accomplishes what they do, although a ‘helping 

hand’ from their three children, Marley (12) Atlas (4) and Juniper 

Heres to an exciting new year! 

Valley Community Rooms  

Printing, classes, meals, groups, support, networking, sustaina-

bility, kai share—call in for a cuppa!  

Tues, Weds and Friday 9am-3pm 

Thursday 9am-7pm 

Saturday 10:30am-2:30pm 
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DI BEGAN her teaching Career at Islington Early Childhood 

Centre in 2005 as a freshly graduated Early Childhood teacher. 

Before this she had a wide 

variety of employment 

including being a Community 

Nurse and a Social Worker, 

but from a very young age 

she always knew teaching 

was her calling.  

In 2011, with the support of 

Islington, Di was awarded a 

scholarship to complete a 

Post Graduate Diploma in 

Early Intervention. That same 

year she was also the Early 

Childhood rep. on the NEV 

Community Development 

Project, the very early stages 

of what we now know as The 

Valley Project.  

Di has been a huge part of 

what makes Islington a 

special place. She has 

worked closely alongside 

many wonderful teachers, families and children in her time at 

Islington, all of whom relished and cherished her energy, 

knowledge, passion and sense of fun!  

Di says, ‘It has been a privilege to be part of the local community 

and develop a wide range of 

relationships.’ She has not only 

imparted her knowledge but 

learned from people too. Di is sad 

to farewell Islington, however she 

will be helping the centre 

establish and grow an edible 

garden, something she feels very 

blessed to be part of. She says 

that in her retirement she is 

looking forward to spending time 

in her community of Waitati, 

participating in community 

activities, spending time with her 

husband Howard in their garden 

and farm, and having lots more 

time with family and friends. 

Islington invites you to join them 

in their farewell celebrations for 

Di on Friday 12 February at the 

NEVN School hall from 5pm. Di, 

we wish you all the best!  

- Di Healey, Shirley Perry and Jess Covell 

When asked to give my thoughts and reflections of my time in the hub of our 

Valley whānau, it was an opportune time to reflect upon my journey in 

education and think about the amazing people I have met along the way and 

how they have contributed to my kete mātauranga. So, it is hard to try and 

condense it to specific things, but here are some of my thoughts. 

 

Passion – Ngākau whiwhitia 

Teaching has become my passion – guiding young minds in discovering their 

learning and helping them in one small step of their poutama to reach their full 

potential. Whānau goes hand in hand with this too, making sure their strands 

are woven into their children's learning. 

Feel the fear and do it anyway! Tūwhitia te hopo, mairangatia te angitū 

If there is one thing I have learned whether it is personal or professional, it is to 

grasp those opportunities that are confronting and take you outside your 

comfort zone. For me, it was taking leave for six months away from my home to 

attend a total immersion te reo Māori teaching course, being part of a national 

monitoring team, and finally having the opportunity to teach multi-level in te 

reo Māori. 

Embracing self – Ko wai au? 

Finally, teaching and being involved with our community has been a privilege and has moulded me into the teacher I am. My core 

family values of hard work, love and respect for others has given me the strength and courage to form meaningful relationships 

with people. Our community emulates whakawhanaungatanga. It has been built upon a strong foundation of manaakitanga and 

kotahitanga. This community has enabled me to grow in my passions alongside the children. Each day I wanted to come to work. I 

love this work, I love the relationships I have formed, and I love this school.  -  Maria Kewene-Edwards  

Farewell to two longstanding Valley educators  
THE END of term four saw tearful farewells to two longstanding and much-

loved Valley educators, Maria Kewene-Edwards from NEVNS and Di Healey 

from Islington Early Childhood Centre.  



 

 

NORTH EAST VALLEY and the surrounding 

suburbs are some of my favourite places to 

be in Dunedin. One of the reasons is the 

closeness to nature - I love stopping by the 

creek on my morning walk and watching the water rush by or 

seeing some birds feeding in a nearby tree. There are a few 

trees in particular that I like to look out for on these walks too! 

The iNaturalist app has been super handy to help me identify 

and keep track of them all! (See the Kids’ Corner for the child-

friendly version, Seek).  

Right next to the road at the entrance to Baldwin Street are 

some magnificent tī kōuka (cabbage trees). Having been 

adorned with yarn bombing, these trees cannot be missed! 

Walking up Baldwin Street, every wanderer is rewarded with a 

fantastic view into the Valley.  

Across the road is another beautiful tree - a Kōtukutuku (tree 

fuchsia) - right next to the footpath, growing on the bank of 

Lindsay Creek.  

Within Chingford Park there are many large and wonderful trees, 

some brought from overseas and planted by the owners when it 

was once an estate, and some likely planted by birds or other 

species in droppings or blown in on the wind. One particular 

tree grows near the stables - a rather bushy tarata (lemonwood). 

It should be producing seed soon, like many plants at this time 

of year.  

We would be so interested in knowing about any of your own  

favourite trees in NEV and the surrounding suburbs, so let us 

know by uploading them to iNaturalist, sharing on our Facebook 

group (facebook.com/groups/openvue) or via send them in via 

email - openvue@northeastvalley.org. Read more on this story 

on our blog!   - Clare Cross 
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Notable Trees of North East Valley 

This project is made possible with support from the community, The Valley Project, Predator Free Dunedin’s City Sancutuary Project, Orokonui 

Ecosantuary, the University of Otago, the ECOfund, Dunedin’s Environment Strategy: Te Ao Tūroa, and Predator Free New Zealand.  Thank you! 

mailto:openvue@northeastvalley.org
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IF YOU have skills, interests, time and/or enthusiasm to share, 2021 

could be your time to share them with your local community. 

GirlGuiding NZ is looking for volunteers to support local girls to build 

friendships, confidence and skills through adventures and challenges. 

Every girl has a place at Guides and there is something to appeal to 

every interest, whether it’s exploring New Zealand’s beautiful outdoors, 

discovering the wonders of science and technology, or gaining the 

confidence.  

Whatever your lifestyle, there are volunteering options to fit. If you 

want visit www.girlguidingnz.org.nz to find out more about Guiding in 

our community.  

Volunteers sought for Girl Guides  

eat shop     drink services 
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Cargill crushing raises over $1500 

CHRISTINE KELLER from Dunedin’s LoomRoom at the Valley Community 

Workspace has been working hard to launch a new community project 

project, Sew On. As a regular volunteer and student at Stitch Kitchen, 

Christine saw the potential for a permanent space/base in North East 

Valley for the community to access good equipment and resources 

without having to travel to town or work around Stitch Kitchen’s busy 

timetable. Christine pitched her idea and achieved funding from the 

DCC’s waste minimisation fund to get her project off the ground.  

Sew On is a community-focused project in collaboration with Stitch 

Kitchen, where sewing machines are made available for the community 

to use. Working with Stitch Kitchen’s experienced tutors, beginner 

sewers can join classes to build confidence, and once comfortable can 

join intermediate sewers and use the machines locally. 

Kicking off this month is the ‘Doodle Workshop: Getting to know the 

Janome DC6050’. This first workshop is for intermediate sewers and is all 

about familiarising yourself with the machine and its functions so that 

you can begin all your self-directed projects! This workshop is a koha to 

participate and will run 10am–1pm on 20 February and again on 10 

April. 

Christine will also be hosting a sewing bee for sustainable, reusable 

menstrual products. You don’t need to know how to sew to participate 

as you can be paired up with a ‘maker’. Materials will be available for 

purchase; however you’re welcome to provide your own.  

The workshop is a koha plus material costs ($5) and will be held on 6 and 27 March 10am–1pm.  

For more info or to book please contact Christine at mindmade@hotmail.com, subject line ‘Sew On’. 

Sew On workshops to kick off this month 

THE CRUSH THE CARGILL is a 24-

hour race that sees participants 

running, or walking, up and down the mountain as 

many times as they can. Mount Cargill, also known 

as Kapukataumahaka, is a volcanic outcrop and 

has an elevation of 680m, A singular lap of this 

race is 8.5km, starting at Bethunes Gully and 

stretching to the summit and back down again. It’s 

a fundraising event with all proceeds donated to 

the Valley Project and directed toward initiatives 

supporting mental health in our community. The 

crew who participates on the regular strive to 

crush previous attempts. Veteran participant Chris 

Bisley set out to squash his previous record of 17 

laps. He didn’t quite get to the 19 he so desired 

but took the spot of first man completing 18 laps, 

thats 153km! The first women, Ali Barbara and Wendy Fallon 

completed 11 laps, that’s 93.5km or 7,000 times as tall as a 

Brachiosauraus. I cannot stress enough the degree of 

dedication that goes into this race and there are so many 

notable mentions: First pooch was Scruffy, who managed to 

complete 6 laps. Second man Adam Carlson completed 15 laps 

and apparently had the best hallucination – two brown bears 

mating. Third man George McNeur clocked up 14 laps, this is a 

new course record for the over 50’s! Pascal completed the most 

laps (12) dressed up as Slash from Guns and Roses, Chander 

Harjindar Singh completed 6 laps in gumboots, and the most 

consistent participant, per year of life, Skylar Braselton-Frost 

who by the age of 21months has competed 3 years in a row! 

And let’s not forget Jack Ford and his chilly bin full of beer, 

managing to complete half a lap. It's such a fun event, everyone 

comes together in support of the runners, those serious and 

those just in it for laughs. It really is just something else!  - Jess 

Covell  
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trade directory 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S  

HAVE YOU ever seen 

the little blue train 

chugging around the 

Botanic Garden and wondered about it?  

The CREST (Children’s Recreational Enterprise Support Trust) Train 

has been an attraction at Dunedin Botanic Garden since 1993, 

offering 10 to 15-minute rides around the Lower Botanic Garden: $3 

for adults, $1 for children and free for those under 3.  

In 2012, the Train was joined by an electric Shuttle Bug which travels 

around the Lower Garden but also heads up the hill to the Upper 

Garden carpark before returning to the Information Centre. Short 

stops may be made along the way to visit the aviary or 

rhododendron and azalea areas. A return journey on the Shuttle 

Bug, which takes about 40 minutes, is $8 for adults and $4 for 

children. Commentary about points of historical interest and special features and collections may be provided, or there may be 

easy-listening music. The CREST Train runs daily in summer from around 10.30am to 3.00pm, and in winter rom 11.00am to 

2.30pm. The Shuttle Bug usually runs from November through to the end of April.  

After vehicle expenses have been covered, the fare money is used for grants to help children in the Dunedin area who are 

disadvantaged by ill health, physical or emotional disability, or by a lack of family resources. Over a period of five years, one-off 

grants totalling more than $14,000 were made by the trust to individual children, children ’s welfare organisations and support 

groups and to local schools. 

CREST relies on volunteers and welcomes enquiries from people interested in driving, ticketing, providing commentary and/or 

helping with maintenance. Volunteers receive all necessary training and ongoing support from the friendly team. 

For further information check out their website www.crestrides.org.nz or give Roger a call on 027 4714 902. 

All Aboard! 
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Frog chorus in the Quarry 

GROWING UP in the North Island, cicadas were the background 

soundtrack to my childhood summers. So I thought nothing of 

the chirping I could hear at night in spring and summer in the 

Valley, until Mr Jack asked if I could hear the frogs in the old 

quarry at the bottom of the hill.  Frogs?? Oh yeah, I guess they 

don’t sound quite like cicadas… It seemed strangely exotic to be 

able to hear croaking frogs in Dunedin – don’t you hear things 

like that when on holiday in Queensland? 

I went to see University of Otago herpetologist Joe Altobelli to 

find out more. It turns out these frogs are exotic. Australian, to 

be precise, most likely either southern bell frogs, which can 

grow up to 10cm long, or the tiny brown tree frogs, which don’t 

grow to much more than a few centimetres long. These frogs 

were introduced to New Zealand about 150 years ago to help 

control insect pests and have settled in remarkably well, unlike 

their cousins still in Australia who are now threatened by 

habitat loss and pollution.  

The croaking is the male frogs’ mating song – the louder and 

deeper, the more attractive. The brown tree frogs will start 

calling in early spring and the southern bell frogs in spring and 

summer, and they really crank up on warm, damp nights. Nights 

are better for calling because predators can’t see them in the 

dark, and they then usually rest up during the day.  

Calling is a very energy-intensive exercise and frogs are 

voracious predators. They eat mostly insects but they’ll try 

anything they can fit in their mouths including, sometimes, 

smaller frogs. 

The frogs will continue to call through the summer and will wind 

down in autumn when it starts getting cold. They’ll then hunker 

down under logs and undergrowth and get very close to a 

hibernative state until the first warm spell of spring, when they 

jump back into action. 

So what about native frogs? Where are they? Well, you definitely 

won’t hear them – croaking would be pointless because they 

don’t have ears. We have three native frog species that are 

secretive and thus hard to study. Their numbers have dwindled 

and they are now only found on some islands in the 

Marlborough Sounds and in a few isolated areas in the North 

Island. They are not threatened by their introduced Australian 

cuzzies because they prefer such different habitats, but they 

also suffer from habitat loss and pollution. Our native frogs like 

to live in big native trees and ferns in old forest, and there’s just 

not a lot of that left. Native frog fun facts: they crawl rather than 

hop, they lay their eggs on land under rocks and logs, and dad 

is the primary care giver.  

Frogs are good indicators of how healthy the environment is. 

Their semi-permeable skin, which lets water and oxygen into 

their bodies, also lets in environmental nasties, so they are very 

susceptible to pollution. So hearing them in the Valley is a good 

sign, and another good reason to keep looking after our awa 

and wild spaces. 

You can find out more fascinating info about New Zealand’s 

frogs at www.nzfrogs.org. 

In memory of Dr Phil Bishop, whose tireless work in amphibian 

conservation inspired so many in New Zealand and across the 

world.  - Helen Jack  

Whānau - Family 

Kete Matauranga - Basket of knowledge 

Ngākau Whiwhita - Passion 

Poutama - A traditional art pattern that can symbolise the 

various levels of one’s learning. 

maoridictionary.co.nz “ stepped pattern of tukutuku panels and 

woven mats - symbolising genealogies and also the various levels of 

learning and intellectual achievement. Some say they represent the 

steps which Tāne-o-te-wānanga ascended to the topmost realm in 

his quest for superior knowledge and religion.” 

Tūwhitia te hopo, mairangatia te angitū - Feel the fear 

and do it anyway!  

Ko wai au ? - Embracing self, literal transaltion ‘who am I’ 

Whakawhanaungatanga - Establishing relationships and 

building connections. 

Manaakitanga - The process of showing respect, generosity 

and care for others; hospitality and generosity towards others 

Te Reo Māroi language used in this Valley Voice 

http://www.nzfrogs.org
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valley garden journal 
When did you first get involved with the Community Garden?      

I’ve always been a gardener, and when I retired in 2019 I decided this might be a good 
project to be involved in. 
 
What do you do? 

As well as weeding and planting, I’ve found lots else to do.  I recently helped get the 

motor mower working again, and mowed many of the pathways around our 44 

plots.  Another woman and I helped clear out three of our sheds – they collect ‘stuff’ 

over time, and we needed to get to all that was useful.  I enjoy getting things working 

better.  

Tell us about what you enjoy?  

 

It’s a very nice group of people to work with. They work hard, but with lots of 

interesting conversation, and they are always willing to help.  So I am too. 

Meet community gardener Janice Bridgman 

North East Valley Community Garden 

Saturday 13th & 27th Feb: 9:30-Midday 

Sunday 7th & 21st Feb : 1–4pm 

Dalmore Reserve Community Garden 

Check www.facebook.com/DalmoreCommunityGardenPineHill 

for upcoming events and working bees 

 
11 - Latin Guitar with Doc Sanchez 8pm 
12 - Dense fuzz to crystalline sparseness with The Entire Alphabet + For 
The Quail 8pm 
13 -  A blistering rollick thru a wide-ranging repertoire of jazz with SAD 
Trio 
14 - Jazz jam sessions with Big Jazz Apple 4pm 
17 - Comedy open mic $5 
18 - Blues two piece The Pottery Blues Collective 8pm 
19 -  Surf punk rock with Katharticus 8pm 
21 - Jazz  jam sessions with Big Jazz Apple 4pm 
25 - Blues night is back with Oscar Ladell 8pm 
26 - Blues rock with Terry Ebbeling 8pm 
27 - A blistering rollick thru a wide-ranging repertoire of jazz with SAD 
Trio 8pm 
28 - Jazz jam sessions with Big Jazz Apple 
 
For all booking inquireis email 
inchbarevents@gmail.com 

What’s on?  
Your monthly guide to events, talks, workshops, 

gigs and the rest. 

To list your event please contact Jess by the 20th 

of the month: voice@northeastvalley.org 

Doodle Workshop: Getting to 

know the Janome DC6050 for 

intermediate sewers 

20 February 10am–1pm 

Valley Community Workspace, 

11 Allen Street 

Family Fun Market Day 

20 February 10:30-1:30pm 

Sacred Heart School, 63 

North Road 

Games night at the Valley 

Project 

Thursday 11th February 4-

7pm 

Valley Community Rooms, 

248 North Road 

Propagation Working Bee  

Every Thursday 10am-12 and 

Saturday 27th of February 

Gate behind Blacks Road 

Green Grocers 

Late Night Thursday’s at the 

Valley Project 

Open Until 7pm! 

Chingford Park Working Bee 

14th & 28th February, 10am-

1pm 

Chingford Park  

Preloved Kids Clothing Market  

27 February 9am-1pm 

North East Valley Normal 

School Hall 

BBQ at the Community 

Rooms 

Saturday 13th 12-2pm 

Farewell to Di Healey 

12 February 5pm 

North East Valley Normal 

School Hall 

Terracotta Planter workshop  

16th Feb - bookings essential 

- see pg. 2 
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fitness & health 

– –
–
– –

–
–

further education 

 

art, craft & music 

–
–

–

 

community  

–

–

http://www.italianclasses.co.nz
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trading corner 

for families, kids & 

teens 

–

– –

–

–

–

–

–

 
church services 

Classes, device help, Skinny JUMP 

setups. 

Tuesday 3.30-5.30pm Valley Baptist 

Community Centre-Tech Space.  

CodeClub4Teachers 

CodeClub4Kids 

Wednesday 

10.30-12.30 Valley Project 

3.30-5.30 Valley Baptist Community 

Centre-Tech Space. 

CodeClub4Kids 

Stepping up 

Better Digital Futures 

Contact: Amy Souquet 

Phone: 0272569182 

Email: amy@com2.tech 

Web: www.com2.tech 

Facebook @Com2Tech 

Classifed listings: please email voice@northeastvalley.org to update or add a listing, before February 

20th please. Koha is appeciated, but not essential, for classifieds.  

Our bank account number is 03-1726-0005606-000 if you would like to make a donation. Please use 

VVdonation as a reference. 

housing 

CREST Train at the Botanic Garden. 

Can you help? Volunteers needed for 

driving, ticketing, commentary, 

maintenance, secretarial duties. 

Iwww.crestrides.org.nz or phone 

Rodger 0274714902 

mailto:vanessajayneluke@gmail.com
mailto:gjd748@uclive.ac.nz
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JANURARY SAW The Dunedin Botanic Gardens become host to 

an odorous stench as the corpse plant (Amorphophallus 

titanum) exhibited 

it’s rare and 

pungent bloom. 

This is only the 

second time the 

flower has 

unfurled its 

spathe, a 

protective layer 

like a large petal 

which surrounds 

the spadix, the 

golden coloured 

spike.  

     The Spadix 

houses the male 

and female 

flowers, of which 

there are 1000’s 

of. It’s these 

hidden flowers, specifically the female, which emit the 

nauseating stench. But why does it smell so bad? Because the 

male and female flowers ripen at separate times they can’t self 

pollinate, so the interesting aroma is emitted to attract insects 

for pollination. The insect flies in searching for a meaty meal, 

while it searches the insects deposit the pollen the plant needs 

for reproduction. But because we aren't in the Sumatran 

rainforest pollination for this particular plant must be done by 

hand by one of the Botanic Garden Botanists. The pollen used 

coming from one of the other few corpse flowers from around 

the country.  

     It really was an impressive sight and I was beyond excited to 

finally get to view it. To my utter surprise the first time I went, 

Friday afternoon, there was only a handful of people there, 

guess the word hadn't gotten out because the following day 

when I went for my second visit I had to queue. During my first 

visit the spathe had only begun to open a mere 2 hours before I 

got there, so to my dismay there was no stench. But on my 

second visit I got a good whiff, however it wasn’t as nauseating 

as I had imagined. I was told by the Botanist on duty that the 

stench wasn't as pungent as it had been the evening prior, this 

is because it was at its peak flowering around 11pm on the 

Friday. 

     Once the bloom diminishes the plant will wilt, losing its ability 

to support the spadix. The corm then goes into dormancy until 

the next growth cycle begins - a leaf. Each year it will produce a 

singular leaf to increase the energy stores through 

photosynthesis. The energy is stored in the corm, once enough 

energy is stored the plant will begin the blooming process once 

more.   

     It takes an impressive amount of energy for the inflorescence 

and staff are hoping for a delay between blooms, giving the 

plant ample time to store enough energy for a most impressive 

display.  - Jess Covell 

Crowds dead keen on corspe flower 


