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(...continued from front page.) openly grateful that The Project 
provided an opportunity, however briefly, to "fill the gaps" 
in the current rubbish system. Several people expressed 
their eagerness to reserve a corner of their home for piling 
"undesirables"—the recyclable goods not accepted in city 
bins—in anticipation of the next Diversion Day. One attendee 
explained how, generally speaking, they wished they didn't 
feel obligated to hang onto "junk that had nowhere to go". The 
consistent feedback and responses in and around the event 
are indicative that resource recovery strategies in Dunedin 
are certainly worth a deeper dive.
This year's instalment was made possible by a generous DCC 
grant, a small army of diligent volunteers, and Phoenix Recycling 
Dunedin which provided skips and processing of their amassed 
contents at the end of the day. 95 vehicles and 10 pedestrians/
cyclists together dropped off 1,391kg of metal scrap, e-waste and 
batteries, and 1,200 litres of paint! Some notable items received 
included an original tube amplifier, mid-century electronic 
lemon juicer, large wooden crates brimming with loose nails 
and giant bolts, and an old-school slide projector. Some items 
were immediately reclaimed by staff and volunteers; a transistor 
radio, garden tools, and aforementioned working juicer. Even 

the Valley Project office acquired a new microwave. 
Around the corner at the Valley Baptist Community Centre, 
Com2Tech (Community Communications Technology Trust) 
was busy running device deconstruction workshops awhile. 
15 participants dissected keyboards for a lesson on e-waste 
re-use and repurpose. At the end of all Waste Diversion Day 
activities, Com2Tech gained an additional 450kg of e-waste for 
their organisation; more keyboards, every version of the Apple 
iPod, every generation of Mac computer, a dozen laptops—
even electric scooter computer components!
Whatever the Valley Project couldn't accept on the day usually 
had a solution sent away with it, like what to do with unbranded 
paint or spent lightbulbs (see adjacent page). Some gaps were 
filled, but more were found along the way; where can bulk 
cardboard go? What about rubber? How should one dispose of 
leaking batteries? More waste solutions are eagerly welcomed. 
Waste Diversion Day 2024 was a success in a multitude of 
ways. It is hoped to be recurrent annually. An enormous 
thanks goes to everyone who participated! Attendees, donors, 
and volunteers alike should all be proud of their contribution 
towards the prospect of a zero-waste city.   -- Krysha Brzuza

LOCAL WASTE SOLUTIONS BEYOND KERBSIDE COLLECTION
Diversion, recycling and recovery, some words to describe avoiding the unwanted, unnecessary, and costly exercise 
of sending items to landfill. With the roll out of Ōtepoti’s new kerbside system from the 1st of July to line up with the 
national standards, now is a great time to explore alternatives for where our unwanted household items can go. 
We are incredibly fortunate to have many community-driven initiatives for reuse, resource recovery and recycling in our local 
community and across the city, as well as businesses who are taking back items to be recycled or supporting community 
recycling efforts. Community groups not only help us keep items from landfill, but they also make the most out of the resource 
to help others. Be it a new bike for a child, curtains to warm a household, or fabric to make something new, there are loads of 
options available to help items have another life. One important note – if you’re donating items for re-use, please ensure they 
are in a good, usable condition. The folks who run these organisations may be heroes, but they aren’t magic, so if something 
has genuinely passed its usable life and cannot be reused or recycled, please do the right thing and send it to landfill. 
Finding the right place to take the right things can be challenging! In an effort to be good to the environment and ourselves, the 
travel time and energy can be a lot to overcome. We’ve complied some useful info for diversion to help you plan out how you 
recycle around the city. One suggestion is to team up with neighbours and/or local friends to combine efforts and reduce trips. 
The Council is to explore ways to support community initiatives and develop plans for more efficient and collaborative efforts 
in this space. The aim is for local community resource recovery centres to be established to serve local people. 
Tess Trotter, Waste Planning Advisor - Community Groups, will be hosting a community meeting for anyone in 
the Valley community to attend to discuss this in more detail in the spring. Please email tess.trotter@dcc.govt.nz 
if you’re keen to be involved. 
Most of the information on the following page has been collated by community volunteers and is regularly 
updated on the Recycling In Ōtepoti Facebook page. Keep in mind the information is subject to change, so 
where possible, please check the websites of the locations before visiting.

Cut me out and post me up!

Photos from Waste Diversion Day, May 2024.  Join us at the next Valley Project event! Follow our Facebook to keep updated: � valleyproject
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BABY BABY/SMALL CHILDREN’S CLOTHES, 
NAPPIES, ETC. Otago Pregnancy Help, 
Ground Floor, South City Mall, 132 
Hillside Road. 9:30am–4pm Mon–
Thurs, and 8am–1pm on Fridays. 

BATTERY-HALF BATTERIES: Bunnings Warehouse, 
Dunedin; Cargill Enterprises, 99 Hillside 
Road, South Dunedin; Phoenix Recycling 
Group, 33 Brighton Road, Green Island.  
(Note Cargill and Phoenix may charge).

 BICYCLES: Southern Youth 
Development: bikes@syd.org.nz for 
drop-off info. Please don't turn up with 
unwanted bikes without checking with 
the team first; Crooked Spoke, 111 
Moray Place, Central Dunedin; Valley 
Community Workspace, during open hours 
only Tuesdays 3:30–5:30 or Saturdays 
9:30–12:30 at 11 Allen St, NEV; OneCoast 
in Waikouaiti, Wednesdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays at Waikouaiti Transfer Station. 

    CHIP PACKETS: CPPNZ (Chip Packet 
Project) Ōtepoti/Dunedin South Dunedin 
Community Network; Grid Coffee, 
Mornington; POWA, Waikouaiti. Made into 
survival blankets. chippacketproject.org 

     CURTAINS: Good quality, mould-
free curtains, fabric rolls or large offcuts 
of fabric, curtain tracks and fixings. 
Dunedin Curtain Bank, 174 Princes 
Street. Mon–Thurs 9am–4pm. Donate: 
dunedincurtainbank.org.nz/donate/

 DCC RECYCLING HUBS (Only items that 
are accepted in normal kerbside recycling).
Inner city residents without access to 
kerbside recycling: upper Moray Place, 
lower Moray Place, and Vogel Street.
Tertiary students: Castle Street by the 
Marsh Centre; corner of St. David Street 
and Forth Street; Great King Street.

🖥 E-WASTE RECYCLING: Cargill Enterprises: 
cargillenterprises.co.nz/services/e-waste-
recycling (note there is a fee for this recycling 
service); Noel Leeming: noelleeming.co.nz/
services-ewaste; Recycle A Device (RAD):
recycleadevice.nz; Phoenix Recycling 
Group, 33 Brighton Road, Green Island: 
phoenixrecycling.co.nz; Comm2Tech collects 
a range of items such as workstations, 
personal and laptop computers, all cables, 
tablets, notebooks and palmtops, computer 
monitors and parts, internal hard drives 
and CD drives, computer peripherals and 
accessories, desktop printers, scanners, 
and multi-function devices, cameras 
and video cameras: office@com2.tech

✀ FABRIC AND OTHER CRAFT & 
SEWING ITEMS: Stitch Kitchen, 474 Princes 
Street, Wed–Fri 10am–2pm. Please contact 
in advance where possible. stitchkitchen.nz
   FOOD & BEVERAGE CARTONS 
(TETRA PAKS): Rembrandt Cafe; 
Taste Nature; South Dunedin 
Community Network. Turned into 
building materials. saveboard.nz

 GLASSES: Specsavers on George 
Street and King Edward Street.

     GLASS JARS & PLASTIC CONTAINERS 
WITH LIDS: Bin Inn, 126 Crawford Street;
Community Fruit Harvest, drop off at 
Valley Project, 262 North Road, NEV (only 
during harvest season, December - April).

 INK & TONER RECYCLING: 
Warehouse Stationery. 10% off if you 
recycle while buying new ink and toner.
LIGHTBULB LIGHTBULBS, POLYSTYRENE & 
PLASTIC GARDEN POTS: Mitre 10 
MEGA Dunedin and Mosgiel.

    MAKEUP & BEAUTY CONTAINERS:
Chemist Warehouse in the Meridian Mall.

    METALLIC PACKAGING: Phoenix Group 
Recycling in Green Island accepts clean 
steel cans with lids, aluminium cans and 
tabs, bottle caps, wine bottle caps and 
wire, clean jar lids, clean foil trays, foil, 
and tea light candle holders: 
phoenixrecycling.co.nz/packaging

 MOTORS: Phoenix Recycling Group, 
33 Brighton Road, Green Island. Accepts 
any electric motors with copper 
winding, as well as fridge motors.

     NUMBER 5 PLASTIC (POLYPROPYLENE): 
New World Centre City. (e.g. yogurt 
containers, disposable plates/cups/
cutlery, cereal box liners, containers 
with a microwave-safe symbol, etc.) 

  OLD CELLPHONES: Multiple locations. 
Drop off locator: remobile.org.nz  

   OLD JEANS: Any brand. Decjuba 
in the Meridian Mall.

 PAPER BAGS: Dunedin Recycling - email 
dunedinrecycling@gmail.com for drop off 
info. Paper bags are redistributed to the 
Farmers Market, food banks, or op shops.

 PILL PACKETS & BLISTER PACKS: 
Family Planning, Hanover Street. Must 
not contain any remaining medication.
Sent through Terracycle.

     PLASTIC BOTTLE CAPS: Rembrandt 
Café on Moray Place; Eden Café at Otago 
Polytechnic Connections Centre, 231 
Middleton Road, Corstorphine. Only 
milk and juice bottle lids - no other lids, 
please. Made into plastic chips which 
can be reused in a number of ways.  

⚙ SCRAP METAL: Everitt Enterprises, 
42 Wilkie Road; Sims Metal 5 Wharf 
Street, Dunedin South; Phoenix Recycling 
Group, 33 Brighton Road, Green Island. 

SHOE-PRINTS SNEAKERS: Lazy Sneakers collection 
points - good condition only, Smiths 
Sports Shoes NZ in Dunedin.

     SOFT PLASTICS: All Countdowns, New 
Worlds and the Warehouse. Turned into 
building materials and fence posts. 
recycling.kiwi.nz/our-story

SUN SOLAR PANEL RECYCLING: Phoenix 
Recycling Group, 33 Brighton Road, 
Green Island: phoenixrecycling.co.nz

 UNUSED PAINT & PAINT CONTAINERS: 
Dunedin Resene ColorShop 172 Crawford 
Street: resene.co.nz/paintwise.php. 

     VAPING DEVICES, PODS & E-LIQUID 
BOTTLES: Vapo, 352 George Street.
Customers can receive store credit or 
a loyalty card stamp each time they 
recycle. Sent through Terracycle.

BUSINESSES WITH MULTIPLE 
RECYCLING COLLECTIONS
EDEN CAFÉ (The Hub) at Otago 
Polytechnic, 95 Forth Street. Accepts 
plastic milk and juice bottle lids, soft 
plastic, aluminium, bread tags, food 
and beverage cartons (Tetra Paks).

OTAGO FARMERS MARKET, Railway 
Station. Accepts reusable material bags, 
OWN brand packaging (e.g. egg cartons), 
seedling/plant punnets, berry punnets, 
clean glass jars with lids. Make sure to 
check related vendors for more info.

GREEN ISLAND RESOURCE RECOVERY 
PARK, 9 Brighton Road. Options for 
recycling many items including Polystyrene, 
plasterboard, household batteries, 
whiteware and scrap metal, e-waste 
and energy efficient lightbulbs. Drop off 
your good-condition, pre-loved items 
to the Rummage Shop (e.g. books, toys, 
tools, furniture, etc.) For more info: 
dunedin.govt.nz/services/rubbish-
and-recycling

DCC GREEN ISLAND, MIDDLEMARCH AND 
WAIKOUAITI TRANSFER STATIONS accept 
general waste, hazardous waste, asbestos 
disposal, contaminated soil, sludges 
and liquids. 

KAI AND COMPOSTING
ŌTEPOTI COMMUNITY FRUIT HARVEST 
rescues unwanted fruit from private 
gardens (January to April only).
harvest@northeastvalley.org or 
harvest@ourfoodnetwork.org.nz 

PĀTAKA KAI OPEN FOOD PANTRIES: 
streetside community food banks. Donate 
surplus food. Many locations. patakai.co.nz

SHAREWASTE NZ connects people who 
wish to recycle food scraps with neighbours 
who are composting, worm-farming, or 
keep farm animals. sharewaste.org.nz

LOVE FOOD HATE WASTE: resource 
for waste minimisation recipes and 
news. lovefoodhatewaste.co.nz

PŌPOPO WORMPORIUM worm 
farm and composting at Otago 
Polytechnic. compost@op.ac.nz

Is your resource recovery or 
recycling service not listed?
Email: dunedinrecycling@gmail.com

♲  RECYCLING & RECOVERY LOCATIONS IN WIDER OTEPOTI  ♲
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OPEN YOUR DOORS, OPEN YOUR HEARTS
Looking for tenants who are not just renters, but neighbours? Consider renting to former refugees.🌟
Why? Because they bring warmth, resilience, and gratitude to every home they enter. 
Their journey has been one of courage and hope.
Small or big landlord, your property can become a sanctuary for those seeking safety and a fresh start. 
By opening your doors, you're not just providing shelter; you're offering a lifeline, a chance for a brighter future.
Let's break down barriers together. Say yes to compassion, yes to diversity, and yes to community.
Contact us today to learn how you can help by renting to those who need it the most. 
Together, we can make a difference. Let's create homes where everyone belongs.
For more information, contact Kelly Campbell: 
kelly.campbell@redcross.org.nz or 027 405 7891

Authorised by Rachel Brooking MP, Parliament Buildings, Wellington

03 474 1973  |  544 Great King Street, Dunedin
Rachel.BrookingMP@parliament.govt.nz

/RachelBrookingMP

Rachel Brooking

ŌPOHO
“The place of Poho”

Peter Gale
Licensee & Advisor

peter@nzps.co.nz  |  021 608 107
LIcensed under the REAA 2008

Considering Selling?
FREE Seller’s Guide
Sell your house for more

Contact me today for your free guide


