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A community investment 

• continued on page 9 

From left, Luciana Hotton (4), Mazyad Al Hassan (4), James Lees (2) and Sina Faaumu (3) share 

a laugh at the puzzle table at the newly renovated early childhood centre, Family Ties Educare 

- Pine Hill 

A “HUGE investment” by new owners at Pine 

Hill’s early childhood centre has seen the centre 

double its roll and start a wait list for new  

children. 

Family Ties Educare managing director Melissa 

Henderson says since taking over the centre last 

year the support from the community has been 

amazing and she is excited about the  

centre’s future. 

First up for the centre was the start of a “massive 

renovation project” which so far has included a 

new roof, upgrading electrical wiring, replacing 

rotten wood, doors, windows and aluminium 

joinery, plumbing work and repainting the exteri-

or. Next on the list is a redevelopment of the 

playground. 

“There’s so much space, it’s fantastic,” she says. 

“It’s massive with two to three outside areas that 

have grass, trees and natural shade. On one side 

is a perfect shady outdoor play area for summer, 

while the other side is too hot to use in summer, 

but will be warm and sunny during winter. 

The centre currently has 25 children enrolled 

with four full-time teachers. “ There is ample 

space for more children but Melissa says their 

philosophy is about quality childhood care, not 

quantity. 

“For us this is an investment in this community to 

provide quality care to the children in this area.”  

The centre has higher teacher to children ratios 

then what regulations require.  

“We really believe for children to thrive they need 

time, space and pace - a nice slow time to potter 

and do their thing which allows children to learn 

at their own natural pace.” 

“We’re still establishing our programme and get-

ting it set up before we grow the numbers fur-

ther.”  

The plan is to allow a year to establish their pro-

gramme and use of spaces before starting on 

more renovation work on the interior, she says. 

 

 



 

 

The Valley Project is a registered charitable organisation 

If you like what we do you can do- nate at www.givealittle.co.nz/northeastvalley 

DALMORE RESIDENT Jasmin Lamorie is 

the winner of the Valley Project’s Cosy Homes 

survey and can look forward to some new home insulation 

up to the value of $4000 this winter.  

The survey was to help the Valley Project collect better data 

about homes in the Valley area to help the Cosy Homes team 

know where to concentrate their efforts. 

The prize was put up by Techno Bond by Ellis Fibre, a Dune-

din-based company that manufacturers its own insulation, to 

add some extra incentive to encourage people to complete 

the survey. 

Jasmin is very excited about the prize. While the ceiling of her 

home is already well insulated she hopes the company will be 

able to install underfloor insulation. 

Pictured: Jasmin Lamorie with her two children, Azalea (4, 

left) and Ari (7). 

NEWS 
Project Warm winter ahead for survey winner 

Valley Project office hours: Tuesday–Friday, 9am–4pm, closed Mondays and school holidays 

Love our volunteers on Valentines Day 

WHAT BETTER day to show our love and 

appreciation for all our volunteers who 

help to make our community a better 

place, than Valentine’s Day. 

The Valley Project would like to offer an 

open invitation to everybody – big or 

small –  who has volunteered with any of 

our community groups or projects, to 

join us at the community rooms on 14 

February at 1.30pm.  

We will be having a thank-you afternoon 

tea which which will also be a lovely  

opportunity to catch up with old friends 

and meet new people involved in differ-

ent projects. 

Anybody who is interested in finding out 

more about volunteer opportunities with 

the Valley Project is welcome to come 

and join us as well.  

To help us organise catering please rsvp 

to charlotte@northeastvalley.org 

The Valley Project team looks forward to 

seeing you all. 

From the editor: some changes for Voice 

AS THE new year gets under way we  

already have some great community 

events in the pipeline to look forward 

to. I hope you can all make it along to 

our Love Your Volunteer thank-you  

afternoon tea on Valentine’s Day and, of 

course, CreekFest is always a great day. 

We’ve had a few layout changes this 

year to group ads together in directo-

ries. We hope this is going to make it 

easier for you to find an ad you might 

be looking for or to scan through for 

local services.  

Here’s to another year of great commu-

nity collaboration ahead of us. 

—Valley Voice editor Edith Leigh 

Warm welcome to our 
new cleaner for rooms 

Emily Peterson has joined the 

Valley Project team to keep 

our community rooms sparkly  

shiny clean. 

We would love for her to 

spend most of her time clean-

ing rather than washing dirty 

dishes so if you are using the 

community rooms please 

make sure you tidy up when 

you are finished. 



 

 

473 6066 
30–32 North Rd 
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Teens create new app for CreekFest 

• turn the page for more CreekFest details 

TWO VALLEY teenagers are hoping to launch a new 

app at CreekFest that will accompany the awa 

walks and provide all the details about the festival 

at the swipe of a fingertip. 

The CreekFest discovery walks feature signage with 

pictures and information about points of interest, 

which are put up once a year during CreekFest. 

Now all that information will be available year-

round through the app. 

The app will feature a map with all the points of 

interest with pictures and the relevant information 

for each stop. 

CreekFest co-organiser Wendy Tripp is excited 

about the new project, as a lot of work by volun-

teers has gone into collating information and mak-

ing all the signage for the discovery walks.  

Liam Sciafe  says he was reading the Valley Voice 

while at Black’s Road Green Grocers when a story 

about the Love the Lindsay group looking for peo-

ple to help out caught his eye. 

The idea of creating an app was something he 

could help with and before long he had brought his friend Linus 

on board too. 

The pair have been working on the app during the school holi-

days and hope to have it ready in time for the CreekFest team to 

input all the information.  

Linus Molteno was introduced to coding by his dad at the age of 

five, while Liam joined a programme run by university students 

about building websites, while he was still at primary school. 

Since then he has been self-taught and learning as he goes 

along.—Edith Leigh 

Liam Sciafe (13, left) and Linus Molteno (14) are hoping a new app they 

are creating for CreekFest will be ready to launch at this year’s event. 



 

 

DRAWING ON a tablet has helped artist Janet Smith do 

more on-site sketching, especially in public. 

“No one takes any notice of someone busy on their  

device,” says Janet, who is a member of the Friday Art 

Group that meets at the Valley Project community 

rooms. 

It’s so easy to use, she says, and is an alternative to  

carrying around a sketchpad and pen or paints,  

especially when she is on holiday. 

She draws directly on the screen of the tablet with a  

stylus and has access to multiple pen, pencil and brush 

tools, along with hundreds of instantly available colours. 

Drawings can be finished onsite or at home, and pictures 

can be printed onto quality photographic paper for a 

good frameable print. 

Janet’s exhibition of tablet art runs until the end of March 

at the Dunedin Botanic Garden Information Centre.  
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NORTH EAST Valley is set to increase its arts 

presence with a new weaving studio with com-

munity access that will open this year. 

Master weaver Christine Keller is busy renovating rooms at the 

Valley Community Workspace to shift the Loom Room from its 

current home at King Edward Court. 

The Loom Room will occupy 20% of the workspace and house up 

to 30 looms. It will encompass three areas: a teaching space, 

Christine’s studio, and looms available for people to rent for a 

specific project. 

Students can learn how to weave at her weekly classes where 

they will complete a small project, and might then like to work on 

a bigger project, such as a blanket, over a few months, Christine 

says. 

There are very few places teaching weaving in New Zealand, with 

only a little being taught at Massey University, she says. 

Christine is excited about the opportunities for joint projects with 

other groups and businesses using the workspace at 11 Allen 

Street. 

Already she has teamed up with MakerSpace who 3D-printed 

parts she needed to repair and upgrade 14 old looms that had 

been ‘sitting in a pile’ at the Southern Institute of Technology. 

Current students and members of the workspace have already 

helped her with the renovations, but she would love some more 

help from the community. Even if people could give half a day, or 

one day, it would really help to get the weaving studio opened by 

the end of April, she says. 

If you are interested in helping out or in joining a weaving class, 

contact Christine on mindmade@hotmail.com 

scene ART 

Tablet sketches by Janet Smith 

Tablet makes sketching easy  

30 looms to move into valley workspace 

 

New walk for CreekFest 

Master weaver Christine Keller at work renovating a weaving studio 

space at the Valley Community Workspace. She has learned to cut metal 

and router polystyrene as she lines the teaching room with old freezer 

panels, which will provide upcycled insulation, and would love some 

community help with the project. 

mailto:creekfest@northeastvalley.or
mailto:creekfest@northeastvalley.or
mailto:wendy@northeastvalley.org
mailto:wendy@northeastvalley.org


 

 

shop     eat drink 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S  

eat 
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BOGGY ACCESS to 

the compost bins, 

herbs and bean 

beds at the North 

East Valley Com-

munity Garden 

has been 

squelched with 

the help of a  

recent grant. 

The grant, from the Dunedin City Council Neighbourhood Matching 

Grant committee, enabled the boggy areas to be gravelled, making 

life much easier for gardeners. 

Garden sleepers and edging have also been replaced and new hand 

tools and gloves are being put to good use. A purchase and applica-

tion of blood and bone along with the excellent weather and TLC 

from community gardeners has the vegetables flourishing.  

NEWS 
garden 

New garden edging at the NEV community Garden. 

 

CHILDREN 

HAVE been 

helping out in 

the Dalmore 

Reserve Com-

munity Garden 

and delighting 

in seeing how 

much their 

potatoes have 

grown. It will 

be even more 

exciting when 

they get to eat 

them for dinner. 

The first strawberries are ripening, we have one wee cu-

cumber, zucchini, flowers on the beans and the cheerful 

smiling faces of the sunflowers.  

Children enjoy helping out in the garden. 

Children enjoy garden Vegetables flourishing 



 

 

CHINESE FOR 

Kiwis started 

with a small 

group of parents 

with a desire for 

their kids to 

learn Chinese in 

an engaging 

way. So togeth-

er, over the 

course of a year, 

we put together 

a language club.  

Every week a 

group of 10 to 15 

children, from 

ages 3 to 12 years, come together at Pine Hill School to learn 

basic Chinese through songs, stories, games and craft. The club 

has many kids with Chinese heritage, as well as Kiwis wanting to 

learn a language.  

The Chinese for Kiwis principle is to use Western methods for 

Western learners. We focus on speaking, skills and confidence, 

and getting active while we learn. There are badges to collect and 

aspire to, and a club uniform to foster pride in  

being a Chinese speaker.  

We had a great year in 2017, tweaking our club activities through 

parent feedback each term, and now we have a format which we 

think is great for our kids. Our hope is for Kiwi-Chinese families 

to have an avenue for their kids to be proud of their heritage and 

lan-

guage, while also providing for beginner learners from our Kiwi 

community.   

Our club has enjoyed many Chinese-speaking volunteers from 

the community who start the session by reading to the children.  

Our Chinese ABC playgroup is taught by Renee Koh, a Kiwi-

Chinese of Singaporean descent. The big kids’ session, the Bear 

Cat Club, is taught by myself – Bonnie Shotbolt – a Kiwi who is a 

qualified English language teacher.   

I decided to use my English language teaching training to help 

others begin their journey to learn Chinese. Having received 

such warm hospitality from Chinese people as I learnt Chinese 

Mandarin abroad, I am passionate about equipping New Zea-

landers to welcome migrants in the same spirit.   

I believe that Chinese is a very important language for Kiwis to be 

learning. 

On Thursdays mornings we will host a free, kid-friendly social 

morning of walking and talking in the Botanic Gardens. I would 

like to encourage Chinese migrants in the community to come 

along and use the opportunity to meet people. 

—Bonnie Shotbolt 

school 
NEWS 
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Learning Chinese made fun 

Above right: Children enjoying games and activities at the Bear Cat Club which gives children the opportunity to learn 

basic Chinese through songs, stories, games and craft. Above left: Bonne Shotbolt enjoys helping children learn Chinese. 

Bargains, baking, books and 

more at Monster Garage Sale 

CHILDREN ARE eagerly awaiting 

the return of the Monster  

Garage Sale at Sacred Heart 

School this month. 

The popular, bargain-filled garage 

sale is back again with baking, 

toys, books, coffee and Laser tag, 

among other great activities.  

This extremely affordable, fun 

family event is Sacred Heart 

School’s major fundraiser for the 

year. Come along and check out 

the bargains and  

support this super school on Sat-

urday 10 February from 10.30am 

to 1pm at 63 North Road.  

If you have goods to donate for 

the garage sale, drop-offs can be 

made during school hours in the 

first week of February. Check the 

school’s Facebook page for a 

drop-off time in the weekend 

prior to the event.—Diane 

Cooney, Sacred Heart School  



 

 

Come down to register or call 477 8812 

Valley  
Copy  
Centre 

convenient 
local 

support your community 
Print or photocopy at the  

community rooms 

262 North Rd 

voice@northeastvalley.org 

 

North Dunedin 

Dakin Electrical 
 
 

* Guaranteed Electrical Service 
* Reasonable Rates 

* Pensioner Concessions 
* Domestic and Commercial 

 
 
 

Ph: 473 7981 
88 Selwyn St, NEV 

027 4322 381 

 

A-Team Maintenance 
Home/Building Repairs 

& General Maintenance 

Marty Hillerby 
Builder/Joiner 

25 Cardigan St 
North East Valley, Dunedin 9010 

M: 027 6000 404 
a-teammaintenance@outlook.co.nz 

trade directory 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S  
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Marathon effort on Mt Cargill 

VALLEY PROJECT chairman Steve Tripp 

has taken the lead for his community 

raising about $2000 for the community-

led project by spending 24 hours run-

ning up and down Mt Cargill. 

He made it to the top 12 times, enjoying 

“beautiful stars” and a sunrise along the 

way. Four runners took part for the 

whole 24 hours of the unofficial event 

while another 30 joined for various peri-

ods of time. 

Now the challenge is on for the Valley 

community to come up with their own 

fundraising ideas for 2018. 

Valley Project board  

members Steve Tripp and 

Nolan Hill on one of many 

summits Mt Cargill 
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KIA ORA koutou Valley Voice readers  

Happy new year! Let’s start things off with great news. 

The Cosy Homes Charitable Trust and Otago Community Trust 

have joined forces to boost the Government’s subsidised insula-

tion scheme to make it FREE for many Otago residents and we 

want North East Valley, along with all Dunedin residents, to hear 

about it. 

The government’s Warm Up NZ programme offers a 50% subsi-

dy to homeowners with Community Services Cards, but this was 

simply not being taken up in our region because affordability is 

such an issue.  

As third-party funders for this programme in Otago, our two 

trusts came together and decided to boost the subsidy to 100% 

to ensure all our allocated subsidies are taken up before the end 

of June. 

There is no catch. This is truly free for those meeting the eligibil-

ity criteria, which are broad: 

 If you own your home and it was built before 2000, and you 

have a Community Services Card or a Gold Card with a Com-

munity Services Card endorsement, you are eligible for FREE 

ceiling and underfloor insulation where accessible. 

 If you are a landlord, and your main tenant has a CSC, and 

the house was built before 2000, Cosy Homes and Otago 

Community Trust will boost your subsidy to 75% for ceiling 

and underfloor insulation where accessible. As the landlord 

you pay 25%. 

  If you have a respiratory condi-

tion, and you’re within $20,000 

of the CSC income limit for your 

household size (see Cosy 

Homes’ website for income 

limits), and your house was 

built before 2000, medical re-

ferrals are available (when 

signed off by a medical profes-

sional). 

Subsidies are available for a limited 

time, on a first-in, first-served basis 

and are available Otago-wide. 

Let’s spread this good news far and wide. Please ask if you have 

any questions at all. Head to our Cosy Homes website, co-

syhomes.org.nz, for more information. 

Many thanks – ngā mihi nui, Jordana Whyte, project manager 

homes COSY 

 

Jordana Whyte 

Free home insulation available 

Borrow-bike scheme powers up 
ELECTRIC BIKE expert Nathan Parker hopes a new 

scheme to allow North East Valley residents to  

borrow an electric bike for errands around town  

will see more people out of cars and on bikes. 

The ‘borrow-bike’ is available to members of the 

Valley Community Workspace and Valley Card hold-

ers. 

“If we want to get cities greener then electric bikes 

is the way,” says Nathan. 

The electric bike makes it easy to do errands even if 

they are on the other side of Dunedin, and if peo-

ple have never ridden an electric bike before  

it takes only a few minutes to learn how.  

Dunedin Electric Bikes is open from Tuesday to 

Saturday from 9am to 2pm and until 5pm on Fri-

days. 

If you don’t have your Valley Card yet, they can be 

purchased at the Valley Project office, Black’s Road 

Green Grocer and Bloomin Gorgeous. The card 

gives you access to various discounts with local businesses 

and is a fundraiser for the Valley Project. The cost  
is $20, or $10 unwaged. Find more details on the Valley  

Project website northeastvalley.org 

Dunedin Electric Bikes co-owner Nathan Parker wants to get more peo-

ple out of cars and onto bikes with a new bike borrow scheme for Valley 

Community Workspace member and Valley Card holders. 



 

 

 

 

THE CENTRE has established a great  

relationship with Pine Hill School, says 

Melissa. As well as having access to their 

facilities such as the library, hall and 

grounds, they are also invited to join school 

events such as picnics with the school com-

munity or when visitors, such as well know 

children’s authors visit. 

“It’s really exciting. I love coming up to this 

centre.”—Edith Leigh 

• continued from page 1 

Valley  
Copy  
Centre 

convenient 
local 

support your community 

Print or photocopy at the  

community rooms 

262 North Rd 

voice@northeastvalley.org 

 

Ph Marco at Family Works 
Buddy Programme 470 0840 

Like us on Facebook 
— Otago Plunket 

Plunket Clinic now at the  
Gardens Corner (by the post 

boxes), Opoho Road 
 

Phone Melissa Plunket Nurse 
for an appointment 

027 6877925 or Plunket Area 
Office  (03) 474 0490 

Plunketline 24/7 0800 933 
922 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plunket's Vision  
In the first 1000 days we 

 

Dr Hamilton is 
warmly welcoming 
patients into his  
new centrally  
located practice  

on Albany Street. 

Albany Street Medical Centre 
477 8812 

29 Albany St, North Dunedin 

Dr Matthew Hamilton 

To register come down or call for more info 

Welcoming New Patients 

services community 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S  
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Centre upgrade an investment in Pine Hill community 



 

 

for families, kids & 

teens 

–
–

–

–

–

–

–
–

fitness & health 

 

 church services 

Salvation Army, 43 North Rd, community worker only, Mark O’Donnell  

Sacred Heart Catholic, 89 North Rd, Mass 9.30am 

Glenaven Methodist, 7 Chambers St, 11am 

Pacific Island Presbyterian, 160 North Rd, English 11am on 1st, 2nd and 

3rd Sundays; Cook Island 9.30am; Samoan 11am, 4th and 5th Sundays 

Anglican: St Martin’s, 194 North Rd,  10.45am 

St Thomas', Raleigh St and Pine Hill Rd, children & family service, 4.30pm, 

3rd Sunday  

Opoho Presbyterian, 50 Signal Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Presbyterian, 224 North Rd, 9.30am cafe service 

St Mark’s Presbyterian, 304 Pine Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Baptist, 270 North Road, 10.30am. 

– –

community gardens 

Share Your Gold, a shared 

working space meet-up with a 

child-minding service included, 

will be running at the Valley 

Project community rooms eve-

ry Monday for term one. 

Laptops are available for use 

with payment options that in-

clude child-minding or not. 

The service runs the same as 

any other shared working 

space but it also offers a child 

minding service, provided by 

Belle Babysitters, to give par-

ents a chance to work for 2-3 

hours while their child is well 

taken care of right next door. 

“Working from home is hard, 

even without kids. You have to 

be very disciplined and it can 

be very isolating,” says founder 

Bronwyn Bay. 

For more information contact 

bronbay@gmail.com or phone 

021 258 1883.  

spaces available 

Share Your Gold at community rooms 



 

 

Classifieds and community notices (for non-profits) 

–
–

further education 

–

 

 

art, craft & music 

–
–

community groups 

–

trading corner 

 

 

 

Want health, wellbeing  
and relaxation? 

 

 

Yuan Gong Qigong exercises are 

easy to learn, effective & enjoyable 
 

 

All welcome 

 

 



 

 

holiday hours 

Driven for Results? Contact me today 

 Wendy 
Bowman 

Committed to 
achieving  the 

 best results 
for you  

   474 7070   
 027 609 7599   

   wendy.bowman@harcourts.co.nz   
  wendy.bowman.harcourts.co.nz   

Reminder: The Valley Project office is 

closed during school holidays: 

16 December to 27 January 2017 

 

Bar open from 11am daily 

Bistro open Wed–Sun 

Lunch: 11.30am–2pm 

Dinner: 5–8pm, 5–9pm Fri & Sat 

Ph: 473 0373 

 

 

Merry Christmas from  
Richard & Susanne  

at the Normanby Tavern 

 

 

The Normanby Tavern 

and Bistro  

 

 

CreekFest 

–

garage sale 

–

Love your Volunteer 

tablet art 

Pogo stick 
challenge  
raises more 
than $10,000 

Pogo-ing up the world’s steepest street was “very hard” but he felt great at the end, says North 

East Valley resident Harry Willis. The 11-year-old raised more than $8000 for Ronald  

McDonald House.  

POGO-STICKING UP the 

world’s steepest street was 

hard work but 11-year-old 

Harry Willis says it felt fan-

tastic to have raised more 

than $10,000 for Ronald 

McDonald House in Christ-

church. 

When his four-year-old sis-

ter was diagnosed with can-

cer last year the charity 

house was his family’s home 

away from home. It also 

meant that Harry and his 

brother and father could be 

close to his sister and moth-

er while visiting from Dune-

din. 

“I wanted to spend as much 

time with my family as I 

could,” Harry says. 

Harry first started playing around on a pogo stick when his 

brother was given one for Christmas and the idea to bounce 

his way to the top of Baldwin St just popped into his head one 

day. 

He trained on his family’s driveway and the steep streets of 

North East Valley where he lives. 

Although he featured on national television, the best part was 

being able to say thank you to Ronald McDonald House in such 

a positive way. His fundraising page is on everydayhero for 

donations:  

https://give.everydayhero.com/nz/pogo-stick-up-baldwin-street-boy 

Darcie Willis (then 4) during treat-

ment for cancer in  

Christchurch last year.  

Photo: supplied 


