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Driven for Results? Contact me today 

AN IDEA pitched at the Valley Project’s Dragon’s 

Den event has now become reality and is  

leading the rest of the country in community inno-

vation for working parents. 

The Valley Project is collaborating with Share 

Your Space to offer a regular shared working 

space in the community rooms aimed at par-

ents with the provision of a child-minding ser-

vice on-site. The initiative runs on Mondays 

from 11.30am to 2.30pm. 

Share Your Space founder Bronwyn Bay says, to 

her knowledge, this is the first shared working 

space in New Zealand that provides a child-

minding service. 

“A lot of us don’t want to put our children in all 

day care. We just need a few hours, maybe once 

or twice a week, and we can get screeds done.” 

“Having the child-minding next door means we 

are right there if our child needs a cuddle or 

breast feeding.” 

The Valley Project is supporting the initiative 

and has a Memorandum of Understanding with 

Share Your Space, with a longer term goal that 

the idea will bring in a small income for the Pro-

ject from the regular use of the community 

rooms. 

Bronwyn says it is important to her that the initi-

ative is community-led. With that in mind she 

ran a few pop-up shared working spaces to 

gather feedback from community members 

about what worked or 

didn’t work for them. • continued on page 9 

Dragon’s Den idea a NZ first 

Share Your Space is a way that Bronwyn Bay found to help parents juggling motherhood with 

business get a good few hours work in at a shared working space while their children are 

cared for on site. 



 

 

The Valley Project is a registered charitable organisation 

If you like what we do you can do- nate at www.givealittle.co.nz/northeastvalley 

WE ARE very excited to now have an Auto-

mated External Defibrillator (AED) available at the 

Valley Project . 

It is currently housed in our office, but we are working on get-

ting a box with breakable glass to keep it outside the communi-

ty rooms so it will be available to our community 24/7. 

What is an AED, you might ask? Think of those movie scenes 

where paddles are stuck to the chest of an unresponsive char-

acter and then someone shouts, “Clear!” – that’s an AED. 

Without getting too technical here, an AED is a portable medical 

device that can automatically assess a patient’s heart rhythm. It 

judges whether defibrillation is needed and, if required, admin-

isters an electric shock through the chest wall to the heart. 

Anyone can use an AED – you don’t have to be qualified. It has 

voice and visual prompts to guide your through the rescue. 

The majority of people suffering a sudden cardiac arrest can’t 

be resuscitated using CPR alone, their survival rate drops with 

every minute they wait for an ambulance to turn up with an 

AED.  

Performing first aid in an emergency situation is a scary scenar-

io for anyone, but knowing you have an AED on hand to use in 

such an instance is a massive relief. It’s kind of like a spare key for 

your home – you don’t realise how much it means to have one 

until you really, really need it.—Edith Leigh, Valley Voice editor 

NEWS 
Project AED a lifesaver for our community 

Valley Project  

office hours: 

9am–4pm 

Tuesday–Friday 

Closed Monday & 

school holidays 

OVER THE holidays I had some experiences that reminded me how much I appreciate commu-

nity in general and this community in particular.  

One great experience for me was running the Crush the Cargill event in December. There was 

so much support from local people. Some came and walked or ran with us, some donated, 

some just encouraged us in the build up to the event; Grid Coffee donated their coffee cart and 

coffee, and everyone had a bloody good time!  

I also received lots of feedback about how much people appreciate the Valley Project and con-

sider it a great and worthy cause to support. Thank you to all our board members, volunteers 

and community members for all the work you do in keeping this community alive in so many 

ways. 

The year starts for the governance board with an assessment of our organisational structure 

and how we can make the best use of our resources and staff to achieve our vision. We will also 

be going through our strategic plan to work out how we go ahead, and plan to have this final-

ised before our Annual General Meeting. 

In the meantime we look forward to our annual CreekFest event, which wouldn’t happen with-

out our community volunteers.—Steve Tripp, Valley Project board chairman 

From the Valley Project board chair: 

Valley Project community coordinator Charlotte Wilson with 

the new Automated External Defibrillator (AED) now available 

at the community rooms. 

DO YOU have trouble  

reading the Valley Voice?  

Need a magnifying glass to 

read it? We now have  

large-print copies 

available in most North East 

Valley cafés.  

Enjoy coffee and cake while 

reading your favourite  

newsletter. 
Café owners – contact us if you need 

large-print copies delivered. 

Large print 



 

 

473 6066 
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Let CreekFest entertain & enlighten you 
THERE WILL be something for everyone at this 

year’s CreekFest event, with lots of fun educational 

activities centered around Lindsay Creek and its 

environment and a wonderful line-up of local Dune-

din bands. 

‘Critters in the creek’ will be the focus of Fish and 

Game and the Orokonui Ecosanctuary education 

team. We will have Forest and Bird’s Kiwi Conserva-

tion Club on site for children who might be keen to 

get involved in conservation and find out more 

about the club. 

‘Dr Rock’ – our local geologist – invites people to 

bring along their rock finds for identification. 

Keep Dunedin Beautiful will be on site with the Dun-

edin City Council’s Three Water’s team to discuss 

the Valley’s upcoming water and stormwater up-

grade, while the Otago Regional Council will be fo-

cusing on hazards information and running a sci-

ence creature photo competition. 

The three local bands that will provide an afternoon 

of entertainment start with Jo Little and Jared Smith 

with their distinctive soul and blues sound. 

Next up is Bullet Proof Convertible, a three-piece ska/rockabilly 

band playing original tracks along with covers of artists such as 

Johnny Cash. 

Finishing the afternoon will be Tahu and the Takahes, a big band 

with soul that always provides great entertainment. 

To finish up, everyone who is in the mood to “partay” is invited to 

the Normanby Tavern for more sounds, food and community 

spirit. 

CreekFest and Open Valley Urban Ecosanctuary (Open VUE) volunteers are 

excited about the upcoming CreekFest event on 18 March. 
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MOST OF the commu-

nity fruit trees in North East Valley and 

Pine Hill are looking good, with apples, 

pears and hazelnuts starting to mature.  

Fruit won't be ripe until later in March. 

Apples come off the tree easily with a 

light twist when they are ripe. Their pips 

inside will have turned brown.  

Sometimes we see unripe fruit lying on 

the ground under the tree with human 

bite marks – people are still learning 

when it's the right time to pick! Fruit 

won't ripen off the tree if it's picked too 

early. So patience, Grasshopper!   

The trees are still young, so there's not 

a lot of fruit yet. Please don't take all the 

fruit, just a few at this stage. Hopefully, 

in the future, with care from people in 

the neighbourhood, there will be a lot 

more to go around. This year there may 

only be four walnuts on the tree, but in 

the future there could easily be 400!  

Let us know if you can help care for the 

trees. It's very enjoyable to meet up 

with others for an hour's “work”. 

If anyone needs apples this season con-

tact Kristen about community fruit pick-

ing. Tree owners in the neighbourhood 

who can't pick their trees but don't 

want the fruit to go to waste have kindly 

offered them for redistribution in the 

community.  

Our Food Network helps to co-ordinate 

this as they also work to support local 

food resilience. Usually a bit of codlin 

moth to work around, but yummy, local 

and organic! Contact Kristen on  027 

779 5481 or tv473ig@list.king.net.nz 

—Our Food Network after Transition  

Valley 473 

NEWS community 

COME AND see us. We are in your community. You may 

have seen our glorious display of roses over this sum-

mer. But we are more than a garden and a church with a 

steeple and a bell. 

We are a community that gathers for mass (service) on 

Sundays at 9.30am in the church, and every day of the 

rest of the week in the presbytery, just in the gate of the 

church grounds.  We have a liturgy (service) especially for 

children, held during our Sunday Mass. 

After Sunday mass, about 10.30am, we meet in the 

church hall for morning tea and all are welcome to join 

us. During the rest of the week we have morning tea 

after mass at about 10.15am, also in the hall. 

Can’t make the mass time? Come and join us for a cuppa 

afterwards. 

We also have a number of other activities during the 

week as follows: 

 A youth group (Year 7 – 13) meets fortnightly on Thursdays. 

 Mothers Prayers group meets second and fourth Monday of the 

month at 7pm in the hall. 

 UFO group – meets to finish all those unfinished objects first 

Monday of the month in the hall at 130pm. No project? Just 

come and see what the others are doing. 

 Gardeners who maintain our gardens.  

We also have a number of reflection activities during the year. At the 

moment we are doing Gospel reflection around the season of Lent. 

After Easter we will have some DVDs and discussion on several as-

pects of the Catholic Faith. 

On March 17 we will be getting together for a BBQ at 5pm to cele-

brate St Patrick’s Day. Come dressed in green and bring an Irish joke 

or story to share, and a salad or dessert or meat for the BBQ. We 

will also be singing Irish songs. All welcome. 

Our school, also known as Sacred Heart, celebrates mass in the 

church at least three or four times a school term and the communi-

ty is welcome to join them. 

Do you want to know more about what is happening at Sacred 

Heart Church? You can contact Kathleen on 021 161 0742, or the 

parish priest Fr Aidan on 47 38470.—Kathleen Currie 

Parish more than a garden and church building 

A Palm Sunday celebration (the Sunday before Easter) at the Sacred Heart 

Parish in North East Valley. This year Palm Sunday is the 25 March.  

Community fruit trees flourishing 

Regular Pine Hill volunteers Lynn Vare and 

Joanne Inder with a bag of thistles from the 

community orchard site by Pine Hill School. 

http://list.king.net.nz/
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Community projects keep shed members busy 

North Dunedin Shed members reinstall a 

cupboard at the community rooms. They 

made the cupboard bigger and readjusted 

the shelving to fit the needs of a new group 

using the rooms on a regular basis. 

Valley Project community coordinator 

Charlotte Wilson says it’s fantastic to have 

shed members doing so many projects 

around our community. “We are really 

lucky to have such a great group operating 

in our community.” 

The shed, just over the bridge on Bonning-

ton St, is open on Wednesday and Satur-

day mornings. New members are always 

welcome. 



 

 

MEET LEONE, a feisty sea lion, 

and learn about this iconic species that grac-

es our shores – and the odd swimming pool - 

in the Stupendous Pinniped Puppet Show. 

Have you seen the St Clair statue, a reclining 

beauty in her fur coat called Mum? Who is 

she? Find this out and more during Sea Week, 

which runs from 3 to 11 March. 

I am a professional storyteller and along with 

the New Zealand Sea Lion Trust will share  

puppets, music, stories and a take-home  

puppet activity. 

The show will be playing at all Dunedin City 

Libraries. Check seaweek.org.nz/events/

otago/ for dates and times at each library. 

This show gets the royal SEAL of approval, arf, 

arf!—Kaitrin McMullan 

school 
NEWS 
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Sea lion fun & facts for Sea Week 

HI AND welcome to the 2018 season 

with the Northern Junior AFC.  

Registrations have already started. 

With New Zealand Football using a new 

software system, if you played for the 

club last year you should have received 

a user name and password from My-

Comet. This allows you to go on line 

and purchase a product from the club, 

to enable you to play this season and 

pay later on line. 

If you are new to the club and wish to 

play, or have questions, please contact 

Tony Galloway on 027 6931747  or 

email tony.gallo@xtra.co.nz.   

The first games will start on 7 April but 

before then we have a couple of events 

to enjoy: 

 Club Fun Day at Chingford Park, 

noon to 2pm, Sunday 11 March. 

Come meet your coach/team mates 

and other club members. 

 Season begins on Saturday 7 April. 

 Sammes Shield club tournament 

against Maori Hill on Sunday 29 

April. 

—Andrew Bowen 

North East Valley Normal School pupils enjoy a pre-show about sea lions with 

storyteller Kaitrin McMullan ahead of upcoming Sea Week from 3–11 March. 

Football season 

gears up for 2018 

Music lessons for all ages 

STUDENTS’ EXCITEMENT, 

enthusiasm and those 

“eureka moments” are 

what Bevan Gardiner 

loves about teaching  

guitar, drums and singing 

lessons. 

“It’s very rewarding. I love 

inspiring students to play 

music,” says the Pine Hill 

resident who teaches all 

ages. His youngest  

student is seven years 

and his oldest is 70. 

Bevan found an  

unused guitar in his  

family’s garage when he 

was six and he has never 

looked back. He has been 

a professional musician for 

the past ten years and 

plays and sings in about five different ensembles including various bands and duos. 

He has been performing a John Denver tribute show around New Zealand and  

Australia during the past decade. 

Bevan finished his Bachelor of music in 2012 and has been teaching since then. He is 

accompanied at all his lessons by his guide dog, Faith. 

Lessons for children are taught afterschool at Dunedin North Intermediate on  

Mondays through to Thursdays. To find out more and get in touch contact Bevan on 

bevan377@hotmail.com or phone 027 363 1376.—Edith Leigh, Valley Voice editor 

Bevan Gardiner enjoys some time on the guitar at his 

Pine Hill home. 



 

 

Come down to register or call 477 8812 

Valley  
Copy  
Centre 

convenient 
local 

support your community 
Print or photocopy at the  

community rooms 

262 North Rd 

voice@northeastvalley.org 

 

North Dunedin 

Dakin Electrical 
 
 

* Guaranteed Electrical Service 
* Reasonable Rates 

* Pensioner Concessions 
* Domestic and Commercial 

 
 
 

Ph: 473 7981 
88 Selwyn St, NEV 

027 4322 381 

 

A-Team Maintenance 
Home/Building Repairs 

& General Maintenance 

Marty Hillerby 
Builder/Joiner 

25 Cardigan St 
North East Valley, Dunedin 9010 

M: 027 6000 404 
a-teammaintenance@outlook.co.nz 

trade directory 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S  
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New afterschool music group at DNI Workplace first aid course 

WE ARE hoping to run a Workplace First Aid 

course in North East Valley if we can get enough 

participants.  

The course will be on Saturday 7 April from 9am 

to 3pm at the Valley Baptist Community Centre. 

To find out more, including the cost, contact Amy 

on trust.valleybaptist@gmail.com or 473 9413. 
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ology NEV-

WHEN I look across the valley to the verdant faces of the Quarry 

Garden, covered in trees, it is hard to imagine that it was once a 

scene of noisy and dangerous industry.   

A quarry that regularly disrupted the valley with weekly window-

rattling blasts to break up the rock, bits of which, in the early days, 

occasionally became missiles peppering the nearby shops, facto-

ries, homes, and backyards (and the school on at least one occa-

sion!).   

North East Valley quarry, also known as Calder’s quarry and later 

Palmer’s quarry, was one of the first quarries in Dunedin, opening 

before 1880. Aggregate – small bits of rock – was needed for de-

veloping the city, in particular its roads. 

The quarry started off life as a 13-million-year-old knob of an unu-

sual volcanic rock called phonolite, which means ‘sounding stone’ 

because of the ringing noise it makes if you hit a nice, unfractured 

piece of it with a hammer. 

I was hoping there might be something exciting about phonolite 

that makes it an exceptional aggregate. So I asked Tony Hunter 

(whose father Jim bought the quarry in the 1950s and who still 

lives in the valley) why the phonolite in particular was quarried.   

Tony explained that while phonolite is nice and hard, the site was 

probably chosen for the same reason that quarry sites are cho-

sen today: because it was handy. It was simply a convenient rock 

face next to the creek.   

Early on the quarry was a vertical face much closer to the creek, 

with men dangling down on ropes to drill holes in the rock by 

hand for blasting. Later the quarry was one of the first to cut 

benches, which made working the quarry much less life-

threatening.  

Over 100 years the hill was munched away, bit by bit, and eventu-

ally five to six million tonnes of rock was carted away from the 

site.   

My other question for Tony was: where did all the rock end up? 

After being blown up, the bits of rock were taken to a crusher and 

pounded into aggregate. These little bits of North East Valley were 

spread along the roads of Dunedin and cemented into concrete 

for all manner of structures, including the new hospital block built 

in the late 1970s. It was never used as building stone. 

Eventually Jim Hunter decided that he didn’t need to operate both 

his Valley quarry and Logan Point quarry, and because the Valley 

quarry was more bothersome to its neighbours, it closed in 1980.   

The quarry today is a far cry from the bare rock face. Jim decided 

to pretty it up into an award-winning quarry garden. During the 

1990s the quarry pit was filled in, levelled and grassed, 200 cubic 

metres of topsoil and 500 tonnes of compost mix were bought in, 

and over 35,000 shrubs and trees were planted, making it one of 

the prettiest spots in the Valley.   

Information for this story also came from Gary Blackman’s 2003 

Valley Voice column on the quarry, and numerous Otago Daily 

Times articles.—Helen Jack, Valley resident and scientist 

A c1920s photo looking down North East Valley taken from above Rhodes Terrace.  The quarry is the steep rock face at the end 

of the spur coming down from the right. Photo: Postcard, Box-309-004. Te Uare Taoka o Hākena - The Hocken Collections,  

University of Otago. 

 

Little bits of NEV in Dunedin’s roads and hospital 



 

 

Valley  
Copy  
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convenient 
local 

support your community 

Print or photocopy at the  

community rooms 

262 North Rd 

voice@northeastvalley.org 

 

Ph Marco at Family Works 
Buddy Programme 470 0840 

Like us on Facebook 
— Otago Plunket 

Plunket Clinic now at the  
Gardens Corner (by the post 

boxes), Opoho Road 
 

Phone Melissa Plunket Nurse 
for an appointment 

027 6877925 or Plunket Area 
Office  (03) 474 0490 

Plunketline 24/7 0800 933 
922 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plunket's Vision  
In the first 1000 days we 

 

Dr Hamilton is 
warmly welcoming 
patients into his  
new centrally  
located practice  

on Albany Street. 

Albany Street Medical Centre 
477 8812 

29 Albany St, North Dunedin 

Dr Matthew Hamilton 

To register come down or call for more info 

Welcoming New Patients 

services community 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S  
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“WE HAVE set it up as a social enterprise. 

Once it is fully booked it will pay for itself. 

We want it to be community orientated 

and to meet a community need, but not 

be reliant on the community to operate.” 

Anyone can make use of the shared work-

ing space whether they are a parent or 

not. To find out more about costs or to 

book in check out the ‘ShareYourSpace’ 

Facebook page or head to shareyour-

gold.com and click on the Share Your 

Space section.—Edith Leigh, Valley Voice 

editor 

• continued from page 1 

Shared working space for parents underway 



 

 

for families, kids & 

teens 

–
–

–

–

–

–

–
–

fitness & health 

 

 church services 

Salvation Army, 43 North Rd, community worker only, Mark O’Donnell  

Sacred Heart Catholic, 89 North Rd, Mass 9.30am 

Glenaven Methodist, 7 Chambers St, 11am 

Pacific Island Presbyterian, 160 North Rd, English 11am on 1st, 2nd and 

3rd Sundays; Cook Island 9.30am; Samoan 11am, 4th and 5th Sundays 

Anglican: St Martin’s, 194 North Rd,  10.45am 

St Thomas', Raleigh St and Pine Hill Rd, children & family service, 4.30pm, 

3rd Sunday  

Opoho Presbyterian, 50 Signal Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Presbyterian, 224 North Rd, 9.30am cafe service 

St Mark’s Presbyterian, 304 Pine Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Baptist, 270 North Road, 10.30am. 

– –

community gardens 

NEWS 
garden 

RHUBARB, LETTUCE, carrots and beetroot have been doing 

really well this summer at the Dalmore Reserve Community 

Garden in Pine Hill. 

The strawberry bed has been extended in the hope of a 

bigger crop next year. 

Borage and cornflowers transplanted into the front bee gar-

den have been putting on a great show. 

All welcome to join us at our working bees. Check our Face-

book page ‘Dalmore Reserve Bandit Gardeners’ for dates 

and times. 

Abundant lettuces at the Dalmore Reserve Community Garden. 

Bee garden puts on 

a showy display 



 

 

Classifieds and community notices (for non-profits) 

–
–

further education 

–

 

 

art, craft & music 

–
–

community groups 

–

–

trading corner 

 

 

 

Want health, wellbeing  
and relaxation? 

 

 

Yuan Gong Qigong exercises are 

easy to learn, effective & enjoyable 
 

 

All welcome 

 

–
–

 



 

 

what’s on 

 Wendy 
Bowman 

Committed to 
achieving  the 

 best results 
for you  

   474 7070   
 027 609 7599   

   wendy.bowman@harcourts.co.nz   
  wendy.bowman.harcourts.co.nz   

Reminder: The Valley Project office is 

closed during school holidays: 

16 December to 27 January 2017 

 

Bar open from 11am daily  

(open from 3pm Mon & Tues) 

Regular live music 

Karaoke nights 
 

 

 

Join us for the CreekFest  
after-party on 18 March. 

Meals and live music 

 

 

The  
Normanby Tavern  

 

CreekFest 

–

club fun day 

–

Sunday sounds 

–
–

–

SIX-YEAR-OLD JACKSON 

East was amazed when 

he dug up an unusual 

potato at the North East 

Valley Community Garden 

last month. 

The potato was so large, 

with numerous protuber-

ances that gardeners 

commented “we should 

stick it in the  

Valley Voice” – so here it is. 

This alien is believed to 

be a Desiree potato 

which weighed in at a 

whopping 0.95kg. 

The garden is looking very 

tidy after our February 

working bees which had 

the best attendance yet.  

Vegetables have been 

growing well in the amazing weather so all our workers have taken home lots of produce each 

time.  

We all love our morning and afternoon teas too. Come and join us or just meet up at the gardens 

and have a look around.—Mark Dyer and Jenny Roxburgh, garden volunteers 

Potato impresses gardeners 

Jackson East (6) was thrilled with this alien he dug up during a  

working bee at the North East Valley Community Garden. 

Bistro to temporarily close 

THE NORMANBY Tavern owners, Richard and Susanne Dagg, 

are saddened that they have to close their bistro until further 

notice. 

The tavern will continue to operate as usual, but the bistro 

side of the business is not enjoying enough patronage to 

make it feasible to keep it running. 

“We know we have great food and great prices, but we just 

haven’t managed to build enough local awareness of our  

services. 

“We are sorry to see it happen as well,” says Richard. The plan 

is to re-open again in the future, although they don’t yet know 

what sort of format that will take, he says. 

All of their pre-booked commitments will still go ahead,  

including the CreekFest after-party. The bistro will be offering 

four or five meal options and there will be live music in the bar 

from 6pm to 8pm after the festival finishes at Chingford Park. 

“We’re really looking forward to it,” says Richard. “This is the 

sort of local stuff we love to be involved with.” 

CreekFest event volunteers needed 

Creekfest needs you. Would you be interested in volunteering for a 

couple of hours on Sunday 18 March? Possible roles include site 

setup and pack down, gate attendant, Kidzone and creek health 

and safety attendants. Contact Lorena on 027 465 1867 or  

creekfest@northeastvalley.org if you can help.  


