Melissa:

Dad was a lot of things to a lot of people but first and foremost he was our father and no children could have asked for a more loving and dedicated father.   

He was not only a great father but he was a devoted husband, a much loved grandfather, brother, uncle and cousin, a loyal friend, a natural healer, and a trusted guide and mentor.  As people have said to us since he passed, there are many people that have been touched by dad and carry a little piece of him in their hearts.

Dale:

Although it’s a cliché dad was truly larger than life, both literally and figuratively;  People were drawn to dad and he had an ability to talk to anyone and make people feel at ease; he filled up a room with his energy and he in turn was energized by, and loved being around, people; 
part of his charm was his cheeky sense of humour, which he shared down the generations  - most recently with his grandchildren.  Many of dad’s favourite sayings have been enthusiastically parroted back to us by our children after a stay with dad and mum; and some of their sayings he adopted in return: he was a loving and fun Jidi, or grandfather, who took great delight in provided them and endless supply of every type of chocolate, ice cream, biscuit and lolly imaginable.   
Justin:

For all of dad’s wonderful qualities, the thing that stands out most was his dedication to, and love for, his family.  Never was that quality, along with his ability to communicate with people, more on show than when he spoke at family events.  He gave fantastic speeches at his three sons weddings, without any written notes.  Like a lot things in life, dad did it in his own unique way; he managed to move everyone to tears without perhaps being directly focused on the event at hand – some might say an example of his lateral thinking but also a clear example of his eloquence and ability to connect with people.   This ability was truly innate – as he never tired of reminding us, he had won the impromptu speech competition at Christian Brothers in Dunedin in his last year at school.
Greg:

Dad was truly a man blessed with many natural gifts; again, as he never tired of reminding us (humility not necessarily being one of those gifts), he was dux of his school, captain of the first fifteen, winner of the impromptu speech, and runner up in the school boxing competition.  He didn’t do things by halves; if he decided something was worth doing, he gave 120% - personified by a nickname a Dunedin neighbour gave him, Scotty because he was like a Scottish Terrier;

Greg to give anecdote re Ben.

Melissa:
He was obviously a very intelligent man and one of his proudest achievements was to graduate from medical school.  He was a natural healer in the true sense of the word.  His skill as a clinician made him a great diagnostician, but what defined his talent as a doctor was his ability to connect with his patients.  He had an innate ability to read and understand people.  He had natural insight and empathy, which meant he was not only respected but also loved by many of his patients.

Dale:

On that theme, I remember as a kid coming home in the weeks before Christmas and every day there would be another pile of new presents under our tree;  This was because dad would come home every night with another armful of gifts from patients; by the time Christmas day came round dad’s gifts outnumbered ours by about 3 to 1 – and believe me we had a lot of gifts too;  Perhaps some words from a school friend of mine that I had not heard from for 20 years until yesterday capture dad’s doctoring best:
ADD 

Justin:

Besides being a great doctor, dad also had an amazing brain in other ways.  He had an incredibly broad general knowledge, borne out of his interest in people; his interest was in the human side of things ranging from subjects as diverse as history and literature, to sport and popular culture; he could tell you the major battles of WW2, name for you the entire all blacks squad that played the springboks in 1956, or name the academy award winner for best actress in 1942. In many ways his true passion was popular culture across media and generations; even though he didn’t always follow them, he always knew about the latest trends in music, movies, technology, science, sport - and even fashion
Justin to add anecdote
Greg:

The most enduring and defining relationship of dad’s life was with mum.  They first came together at University when mum was studying physed, while dad was at med school.  Dad loved to tell us stories about their time there together; for him it was a wonderful and exciting time in his life.  When dad first expressed interest in mum, he was told that she wouldn’t go out with him because she had a boyfriend in Christchurch. This may have deterred a different man, but this just made dad more determined in his terrier like fashion to win her heart; and eight years later he finally did.  
Although they have been very close from the outset, the measure of their relationship is the way they have become even closer over the last few years in Wellington, when they had more time to spend with just each other and in spending a lot of precious time with their grandchildren.  Mum was able to tell us about what dad had been reading the morning that he passed away, which says a lot about dad’s philosophy on life in his later years:
Greg to read – from AA book
Wrap-up Melissa:

Dad’s charisma and empathy meant he had a great ability to affect people, which would have been of little value without his most important quality – his big heart.  He truly believed in the Hippocratic Oath moto of doing no harm, a moto he applied throughout his life. He was tireless in his efforts to help others; whether it was his family, or his friends, or the countless people he assisted during the job he loved most - at Queen Mary in Hanmer Springs. 

Dale:

We will miss you so much Dad.

You’re probably looking down now worrying about us and how you can help but its time to just be at peace, we’ll be okay: 

Time to take it easy:

Easy does it Freddie, Easy does it.  
